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TO THE CANDID READER. 



£vBRT Country hath had hia Chrandoger, or Writer^ 
to portrait unto their oountrymen their antiquities^ and 
noUe acts. Greece had his Homer. Rome his Virgil. 
Our Britains had their Gildas. Saxons had their Beda. 
England had of late his learned Camden, and pMwfiiH 
Speed, to delineate and portrait unto their countrymen 
the antiquities and scituatsons of all shires in England. 
Yet it is imposaihle, that any one man, heing never so 
inquisitiTe, and laborious^ should attain unto the per* 
feet knowledge of all passages, in all places. I have 
adventured to write of the Antiquity of this Town and 
Country, whidi by reading and experience, I have ga- 
thered out of the ruintt cif Antiqiiitjr ; that those Mo- 
numents which these late warrs have obliterated and 
ruin'd, maybe left to posterity, for tempus edax rerum. 
I find a great difficulty in my undertakings, because 
the Records of this Country are but few, and confused, 
being sooften inftsted by the Scots and Danes, who 
consumed and fired all before them, wheresoever they 
came. Questionlesse many brave men have lived in 
this Town and Country> many memorable acu of Chi- 
valry have been atdiieved; but they are all buried in 
oblivion* I hope the courteous Reader will pardon the 



TO THE CANDID READER. 

faults committed herein. Nam in priscis rebus Veritas^ 
non ad unguem quaerenda est Many errours, many 
suppositions upon probabilities, may be found in it. 
Humanum est errare & decipi. I have begun the 
work, I hope some of my Fellow Burgesses will finish 
what I have begun ; to the eveirlAsting memory of this 
famous town. , • ' 

Some cretiques have presumed to correct and blame 
me (with their indigested zeale, and unknown enthusi- 
astique knowledge^ of Chimoera's, iv^^Mr giddy peri- 
craniums) for &bles and errours ; as the Priest, that 
ftund it written of St. Paul, Demissus est per sportam, 
mended his book, and made it demissus est per portam ; 
because 3porta was an hard wor^ and out of lus read* 
JDg. But ne sutor ultra ciepidam^ let no num professe 
|hat he knows not. Its true. He that writes,, resem-t 
bleth a man acting his part upon a Theater or Stage, 
where the spectators have their eyes fixing upon him, 
all observing his gesture and words ; if he fail in either, 
presently he is censured and condasmed* Ltistly, we 
live in an age, that Mechanioks will presume tq step 
into Moses chaire, and become pditians tQ contradict 
and controle whatsoever is acted and done according to 
the laws divine and humane. One thing I desire of 
these phantasdques, Carpere vel noli mea, vel ede tua, 
Vale. 
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THE FIRST NATIVES OP THIS ISLAND. 

The Britains were Antochthenes, natives of this Island, 
for more ancient inhabitants we finde none. The Peo- 
ple of this Nation is thought to have been descended 
from the neighbouring Gaules, in regard of the same 
Religion, Language, and Manners. Their originall 
firom the Trojans, by Brute, is altogether fiibulous; 
there being no Greek or Latine Authors, or any Monu- 
ment in this Island, which makes mention hereof. 
Their Descent from the Gaules is more probable, being 
the next parts of the Continent unto Britaine, or their 
way from Asia or the East, from whence all Countries 
was first peopled. 
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ROMANS FIRST IN BRITAINEr 

The Romans were first certliine and know Forreiuer* 
in this Island. C. J. Csesar vrpia the first of Romans 
that invaded Britaine ; h» having. subdued the Nation 
of the Gaules^ made his journey llnto Britaine^ Cassivel- 
lanus reigning 'King. Soxj^e Victories he atchieved, 
some Hostages he took ; imposed a Tribute upon the 
Nation^ and so returned into the Continent ; he made 
no Conquest of them^ but discovered them to Posterity. 
A long time after^ the Roman Emperour Claudius, 
sent Aulus Plantius hither, accompanied by two Bre- 
thren. Sabinus Vespasian, who made warre against 
the Britains, vanquished them in severall Fights, took 
Camalodunum, the chiefe seat of their Kings, and their 
King took prisoner, planted a Colony at Camalodunum, 
(now Maldon in Essex) and reduced the higher or 
South parts of Britaine into the forme of a Roman 
Province. 



THE FIRST ROMAN CONQUEST IN THE 

NORTH. 

In the Yeare of Vespasian, the great and populous Na- 
tion of the Brigantes are warred upon, and in part over- 
come. These Brigantes containeth all the Country 
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North of Humber to the river of Tine and Piets Wall, * 
called lower Britaine. 

Julius Agricola in the Reigne of Domitian, set limits 
here to the Romane greatnesse, and extended it North- 
ward into the Seas and Friths of Dunbriton and Eden- 
brough in Scotland. 

The Emperour Adrian, not long after, removed the 
Pale more Southward, and the better to keep out the 
Enemy, drew a Trench and Wall of Turfes crosse the 
Land, betwixt the two Seas. 

' The Roman Britains being continually molested by 
often incursions of the biarbarous People called Caledonii, 
or Picts, who brake down the Sodd Wall, harrying and 
spoiling this Country. Which moved the Emperour 
Severus to build a Wall of Stone, with great wisedome 
and industry, to strengthen this Northeme Parts of 
Britaine, against the many inrodes of the barbarous 
Picts : At every miles end of this wall was a Tower, 
and in the wall a Pipe of Mettall betwixt the Towo* or 
Sentinell Houses, that so soone as a man had set his 
mouth to this Pipe they might heare through all the 
Sentinells, where the Enemy were, and so, in a short 
time, giving warning from one end of the wall to the 
other. One of these Towers remainedi whole in the 
Towne wall of Newcastle in Pampden, older then the 
rest of the Towers, and after iftiother fashion^ standing 
out of the wall. 

B 2.' 
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THE NORTH BROUGHT INTO A ROMAN 

PROVINCE. 

At this same time began this Country to flourish^ (be- 
ing reduced into a Roman Province) to be civilized to 
leame Roman Letters^ habits and manners; for before 
this time^ the inhabitants went naked, had no houses 
to live in, neither did they till the ground, (as one 
writeth) De preda ic venatione frondibusq, arborum 
vivunt; degunt in tentoriis nudi & sine calceis. 
Xiphilin, 

This Countrey had the presence of the Emperours of 
Rome ; Yorke a Miinicipium of the Romans, and the 
seat of tlieir Emperours during the time of their abode 
in this Island, attending the warres of the Picts and 
Calcedonians, famous for the death and funeral exequies 
of the Emperour Severus and Constantius, and th^ 
happy Inauguration of Constantine the Great, sonne to 
Constantius, here beginning his Reigne over the Roman 
and Christian world. 

I finde in the time of the Romans, many places in 
Northumberland that was their stations about this fa^ 
mous wall, called sometimes, VaHui|f, a Rampire; 
sometimes, Murus Pictious, or Mums Seven. 

The most remarkeable is upon the Tine- West-Hexam, 
called of old Axelodunum, the station of the first Cohort 
of Spaniards, a Bishops Sea under the Saxons. Core- 



A SURVEY OF NEWCASTLE. 



bridge Curia of Ptolemy^ a dty of the Otadeni* Prudo 
Castle^ the station of the first Cdiort of the Batavi. 
Sighhill^ of old called Segedanum, the station of the 
fourth Cohort, named of the Lergi. Pons ^lii, the 
station of a Cohort of Comavii^ now Ponteland. Ga« 
brosentum^ the station of the second Cc^ort of the 
Thracians, probably (saith my Author*) Newcastle 
upon Tine. Pampden, a part of Newcastle, probably 
a station of the Romans, having an ancient Roman Tow* 
er, and another ancient building called the Wall-Knowle, 
a part of the Picts Wall. This Towne of Pampden is 
very ancient ; probable some building was erected here 
in this place to their great god Pantheon ; this Wall 
being the outmost confines of the Roman Empire, called 
now Pahdon. I finde of the Kings of Northumberland, 
that had a house in Pampden, which we call now Pan- 
don-Hall; an ancient old building and Seat of the 
Kings of Northumberland. 

Tunnocellum the station of the first Cohort, named 
lE^ Classica, now Tinemouth, at the mouth of Tine. 
There is a Village neere Newcastle called Hetton, where 
there is an old Roman Tower, probably named from tiie 
P^KXxmsull ^tii^, who was sent from Rome into these 
Parts ; whom the Britains petitioned for help in these 
words, JIBtio ter Consul! gemitus Britannorum, &c. Re- 
pellont nos barbari ad Mare, repellit Mare ad barbaros^ 

* Camdeo. 
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inter hac oriuntur duo genera funerum^ aut jugulamur, 
aut mergimur. Beda, When the Romans had their 
Empire much weakened by their own discords^ and by 
the irruptions of the Oothes and Vandals^ Proconsull 
.Stius was forced to retire their Legions from the Nor- 
theme parts ; so leaving the Country naked, the Picts 
did breake in, who most miserably wasted and spoyled 
the Countrey. 



THE COMMING IN OF THE SAXONS. 

Thus Britaine became a prey againe to the Kcts ; 
when the Britains had despaired of Romane help, they 
sent into Germany to crave help of a People called 
Saxons, who entered and inhalnted Britaine to their 
ayde i^^nst the Picts. 

The Picts being vanquished and overthrowne, through 
their ydour ; possessed themselves of this North King- 
dome upon the driving out of the Native Britains. The 
victorious Sezohs erected their Heptarchy, or seven se- 
verall Kingdomes. 

The Kingdome of Northumbers was the most spaci- 
ous, populous, and victorious Kingdome against the 
PietB or Soots, untill the Danes invaded these Nor- 
theme parts, and bn^e out like a violent thunder-dap 
on the Northumbers, and put the English Saxons to 
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much slavery and b<»idage many yeares^ until! they 
were expelled by the Ei^lish. 

The Kingdome of Northumbers being in Peacc» be« 
gan to build and erect mafiy strong Castles for defence^ 
against the Scots and Picts, as Dunstonbvough Castle^ 
Bambrough^ Alnewicke^ Morpeth and Tinemouth^ which 
was the Seats of the Kings of Northumbers. 

In time of this Heptarchy^ many fiuaaous Monasteries 
were erected, viz. Hexam made a Bishops Sea under 
the Saxons ; many erected in this Towne oi Newcastle 
and Pandon. Some of their Kings were interred in 
Saint Augustines Friers, now called the Mannors^ The 
uppeat Part and Weijt was called Monk Chester before 
the Conquest ; a place wholly dedicated to Devotion and 
Religion. Chester signifies a bulwarke, or place of de- 
fence; which sheweth that in ancient time, under the 
Saxons, it had been a place of Fortification for Religi- 
ous men that lived in Monasteries. 



THE FIRST DENOMINATIONS OF NEW- 

CASTLE. 

Afte;r the Ccmquest it got the name of Newcastle, by 
the New-Castle, which Robeit de Curtois sonne of 
William the Conquerour. built there out of the ground 
against the neighbouring Scots. 



S CflOROOILAPHiA, OIL 

This Towne of Newcastle, and Towne of Painpdeii 
made one Towne, by the Grants of the Kings of £ng- 
landf being in old time belonging to the County of 
Northumberland. 

This Towne of Newcastle is seated upon the Picts 
wall and side of a steep hill, upon the North side of the 
River Tine ; The Picts wall came through the West- 
Gate, Saint Nicholas Church through Pampden'; then 
to the Town'e East, called Wallsend. 

The bounds of the Towne upon the West the Lands 
belonging to the Priour of Tinemouth ; On the North, 
the Towne Moore, as some say, the gift of Adam de 
Athell of Gesmond ; Upon the East, the Land of Biker; 
Upon the South, the River of Tine. Gateside in the 
Coimty Palatine of Durham. 



THE WALLS AND GATES OP NEWCASTLE, 
AND WHO BUILT THEM. 

The Towne of Newcastle is environed about with a 
strong thick stone waU, having seven Gates or Ports, 
with many round Towers and square Turrets. These 
Walls began to be built in King Johns Reigne, the 
North part of the Wall at Newgate. The West part of 
the Towne in King Henry the third's reigne. Fandon 
Gate and the East and South of the Townes Wall, build- 
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ed in Edward the first his Reigne^ and so continued 
buildings untill it was finished. The Towne is two 
miles in circuity with trenches in the out-side of the 
Wall, rampered within with earth. 

The cause that moved them in those dayes to build 
this great Wall, was the often invasions of the Scots 
into this place and Country ; they were continually in- 
festing and forraigning this Country, and rich Monas- 
teries in these Northerne parts ; the Religious Houses 
of this Towne, and adjacent, being above forty houses, 
which hath been dedicated to pious uses. 

There was a rich man (in Edward the first's Reigne) 
of Newcastle, that was taken prisoner out of his house, 
and carried into Scotland, ransomed and brought home ; 
which act moved the Townes-men and Burgesses, and 
the religious men therein, to contribute towards the 
building of these Walls. 

The question is, who builded these walls ? Some ar« 
of opinion that King John builded it ; others Roger de 
Thornton* King John gave many priviledges to this 
Towne, and probably, the New-Gate and Walls there- 
about, was built in his time : that North part of the 
Wall being the ouldest, and of another fashion then the 
the other Walls. 

As for Thornton, who lived in Henry the 6. dayes, 
all the Walls of the Towne was finished ; it is probable 
that Thornton builded the West-Gate/ which is a strong 

C 
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and faire Gate^ in memory that he came from the West 

« 

Country^ accwding to the old sayings 

In at the West-Gate came Thornton in^ 

With a hap and a haHe-penny^ and a Lambe skin. 

The Walls and Gates was builded by severall Persons, 
as by the names of the round Towers doth a{qpeare. 
Some of them was builded by the Fryers and Monaste- 
ries that did dwell in the Towne> as the White, Blacke, 
Gray, and Austuie Fryers. Others, named Durham 
and Carlile Towers. Others by Noblemen and Gentry 
of the Country, as Nevils Tower, adjoymiig to his 
house in West-Gate. 

There is seven Ports or Gates in Newcastle, beside 
Posteme Gates, which belonged to the religious Houses. 
In the lower part of the Towne upon the River is many 
little Gates to that famous kmg Key. 

I. West is Close-^Gate, called so fh)m a street call- 
ed the Close, which goeth up the water, to a place of 
recreation, called the Forth, given to the Towne for 
good services perfonned by the Burgesses of the same. 

In Edward the S. Reigne, three hundred valiaDt 
Men issued out of the Towne, through a Posteme Gate, 
came suddenly in the night upon a gveat Army of the 
Scots> which lay in that part West of the Towne ; raysed 
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the Army of tlie Scots^ ]pat thera to flight, 'and took 
Earle Monay prisoner in his tent^ and others^ 

2. The next West is West-Gate, a statdy and faire 
Gate, builded by Roger de Thometon, a rich man that 
lived in Hen. the 6. dayes, the high way West into 
Northumberland and Cumberland. 

3. Is New-Gate, the ancient and strongest of all the 
Ports, having a causey that leadeth to the Towne-Moore, 
and towards the north parts of Northumberland and 
Scotland. Now a Prison for Debtors and Felons. 

4. Pilgrim-Street Gate ; so called because of Pil- 
grims lodging in that Street ; and went out of that 
Gate to the Shrine of the Virgin Mary in Gesmond ; to 
which place, with great conflaence and devotion, peo- 
ple came from all parts of this knd, in that time of 
Superstition. 

5. Pandon-Gate, so called from the ancient Towne 
of Pampeden, where was the Picts Wall, and a Roman 
Tower, lately decayed ; out of which Wall is a Causey 
that goeth into ft place of recreation and perambulation/ 
called the Shields-Field ; and a way to a Village, called 
the Walls-End; by Beda, Villa ad Murum, and so into 
Tinemouthshire. 

C 2 
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6, East of the Towne is Sand-Gate^ built upon the 
river side. Without this Gate is many Houses, and 
populous, all along the water side ; where Shipwrights, 
Sea-men, and Keel-men most live, that are imployed 
about Ships and Keels. 



THE BRIDGES OF NEWCASTLE UPON TINE. 

7. The Bridge of this Tower, over the River Tine, 
consisteth of Arches, high and broad, having many 
Houses and Shops upon the Bridge, and three Towers 
upon it : the first on the South side, the second in the 
middle, and the third in Newcastle side, lately built 
upon an Arch in the Bridge, used for a Magazine for 
the Towne, and an old Chappell. 

There is a blew Stone about the middle of the Bridge, 
which is the bounds of Newcastle Southward, from 
G^teside in the County Palatine of Durham. 

There was a strange accident upon the Bridge, hap- 
ned to an Alderman of Newcastle) looking over the 
Bridge into the River, with his hands over; his gould 
ring fell off his finger into the water ; which was given 
for lost. It chanced that one of his servants bought a 
Salmon in the Market, opening the belly of the Fish, 
found his Masters ring in the guts. 

The other Bridge within the Towne is the upper and 
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neather Deane Bridge; under the last Bridge came 
Boats up from the River, and the Picts Wall came over 
that Bridge, and so along into Pandon. 

The Stocke Bridge in Pampeden, where is thought 
to be the ancient Market for Fish ; where Boats came 
up from the River. 



THE CHURCHES IN NEWCASTLE. 

There is foure Churches and Parishes in this Towne. 
The first is Saint Nicholas, in the mid'st of the Towne ; 
a long faire, and high Church, having a stately high 
stone Steeple, with many pinakles ; a stately stone 
Lantherne, standing upon foure stone Arches, builded 
by Robert de Rhodes, Lord Priour of Tinemouth, in 
Henry 6. dayes : It lifleth up a head of Majesty, as 
high above the rest, as the Cypresse Tree above the 
low Shrubs. 

BEN. JOHNSON. 
My Altitude high, my Body foure square. 
My Foot in the Grave, my Head in the Ayre, 
My Eyes in my sides, five Tongues in my Wombe, 
Thirteen Heads upon my Body, foure Images alone ; 
I can direct you where the Winde doth stay. 
And I tune Gods Precepts thrice a Day. 
I am seen where I am not, I am heard where I is not^ 
Tell me now what I am, and see that you misse not. 
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In this Church is many porches^ especially Saint 
Georges, or the Kings . porch ; built by some of the 
Kings of this land. 

In it are many sumptuous windowes ; that in the 
East surpasseth all the rest in height^ largenesse^ and 
beauty^ where the twelve Apostles^ seven deeds oi 
Charity, &c. built by Roger de Thornton^ (a great 
benefactor of this Towne) with this inscription. Orate 
pro anima Rogeri de Thornton^ & pro animabus Filio- 
rum & Filiarum. 

In the North part of the same is a Shrine of Henry 
the fourth^' Percy Earle of Northumberland^ who was 
killed by the hands of Rebells in Yorkei^ire, gather- 
ing up a Subsidy; he was buried at Beverley, and 
this made in memory of him in his owne countrey, he 
having a house in this Towne and Parish ; and other 
noblemen, and gentry had in those dayes in this Towne. 
Orate pro anima Henrici Percy 4. Northumbriee, qui 
per Rebellium manus occubuit, &c 

In the South part of the middle of this Churdi, under 
a Window, is an ancient Tombe of a warre-like Gen- 
tleman, lying with his legges a crosse his Escutdieon 
of Armes, and Sw<»d ; after the ftshion in those dayes 
were they onely interred, who took upon them the 
crosse, and were marked with the badge of the crosse, 
for sacred warre-fiure, to recover the Holy Land hxnq 
the Turks. 
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In the Quire and walks about it is many faire Mo« 
nuin^its^ Tombes^ and Marble-Stones of Majors of 
this Towne^ their names and armes engraven in stone, 
with their titles of (sometime Major of Newcastle) ho- 
nours ; not one word of their good bleeds ; their genera- 
tions and names are worne out. Onely that thrice no- 
ble Major, Master Robert Anderson, whose memory 
will continue untiU there be no more time ; iEre vel 
Toarmare perennius, viz. His gift of twenty pound per 
annum for ever, to the foure Churches ih Newcastle. 

Dignum laude Virum, Musa vetat Mori. 

• 

There is a Tonibe (as is rep<»ted) belonging to the 
Fitz- Williams not placed, who going Embassador into 
Scotland, dyed, and was interred in Saint Nidioliis. 

2« Is AllhaUowes, omniiun animarum, Panton 
theon, from the ancient name of that pairt of ^ Towne 
Pampeden; having a broad and square Churdi, and 
more populous then all the three other Parishes, and 
able to contain more people then the rest, having three 
Galleries. 

These is few Momunents or Tombes in it. Onely 
one stately Tombe of that worthy bene&ctor, Roger de 
Thornton, having a large jet stone, curiously ingraven 
with his Armes, and the Armes of that noble Family 
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of the Lord Lumley, who married a daughter of Thorn- 
tons. He dyed in the Reigne of Henry the seventh. 

There was oiie Thomas Smith, Shipwright, of this 
Parish, that gave foure pound eighteen shillings ten 
pence, yearly, for ever, to the distressed poor of that 
Parish. 

« • 

3. Church is Saint Johns, a pretty little Church, 
commended by an Arch- Prelate of this Kingdome ; be- 
cause it resenibleth much a Crossed In this Parish the 
Earles of Westmorland had his house, as others ; good 
benefactors to this Towne. 

. 4. Saint Andrews, the ancientest of all the foure, as 
appeareth by the old building and fashion of the Church. 
In it is to be seen a pardon of a Pope for nine thousand 
yeares to come. 

Likewise there is an ancient large Stone of one Adam 
de Athell of Gesmund, with this inscription. Hie jacet 
Dominus Adamaus de Athel, Miles qui obiit. Anno, 
1387. 

The Parson of the Towne is the Bishop of Carlile, 
who hath his Vicar or Substitute, and a faire old house 
' belonging to the Vicar. 



I 
/ 
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THE STREETS AND BUILDINGS OF THE 
ANCIENT TOWNE OF PAMPDEN. 

I coME^ in the next place^ to describe everj part of 
this Towne^ what it was in the times of the Heptarchy 
of this Kingdom^ and in after succeeding ages. 

First of Pampeden^ alias Pantheon^ It hath retained 
his name^ without much alteration^ since the Romans 
redded in it. After the departure <^ the Romans^ the 
Kings of Northumberland kept their recidence in it, 
and had their house, now called Pandon-Hall. It was 
a safe bulwarke, having the Piets Wall on the North 
side, and the River of Tine on the South* This place 
of Pandon is of audi antiquitie, that if a man would 
expresse any ancient thing, it is a common proverb. 
As old as Pandon. In it is many ancient buildings, 
houses and streets ; Some Gentlemen oi Northumber- 
land hod their houses in it. There is an ancient place 
called the Wall-Knowle, called since. Saint Michael 
upon the Wall-Knowle, having a high and strong 
Tower, now called the Carpenters-Tower, adjoyning to 
that place upon the Town- Wall. There is below, to- 
wards the River of Tine, an ancient Religious House, 
called Trinity-House, (not many houses in England 
named by that haxae) now converted to another use, 

D 
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for the Masters of Trinity-House, which have many 
priviledges and immunities granted unto them for ser- 
vices done by sea. 

In this part of the Town of Pandon, below, is many 
narrow Streets or Chaires, and ancient buildings; 
through the midst of it the River of Tine flows and 
ebbs, and a Bume runs, called Pandon-bume. This 
place, called the Bume-Banck, stands very low ; It is 
recorded, that in Edward the thirds time an hundred 
and forty houses was drowned by overflowing of water ; 
since the houses towards the Key side are heightned 
with ballist, and a high stone Wall, without which 
Wall is a long and broad Wharf or Key, which hinder- 
eth the like inundation. 

In the upper part of this Pandon is an ancient Reli- 
gious House, founded by the Kings of Northumberland, 
now called the Mannours, (formerly Saint Augustine 
Friers) where the Kings of Northumberland was enter- 
red ; since, in succeeding ages, inlarged and beautified 
with stately buildings, Cloysters, and a faire Church. 
The kings of England, since the Conquest, kept house 
in it, when they came with an Army Royall against 
Scotland; and since the suppression of Monasteries, 
made a Magazine and Storehouse for the North parts* 
Now of late that princely fabrick demolished and layd 
levell with the ground. The pride, oovetousn^sse, 
luxury, and idolatry of these houses brought a suddea 
ruine upon themselves and houses. 
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In this place of Pandon is a Bridge called Stock-i 
Bridge, where Fishers come up with their fish^ and 
aould them here. 



THE GRANTS AND CHARTERS TO THE 

TOWNE. 

The antiqiiity oi this Towne is known to be fh>m that 
time, that the Romans had command in die Northern 
parts, who built the Picts Wall. After their departure 
the Saxons became masters of this countrey; then the 
Danes. The Danes being vanquished and expelled 
this land, the English enjoyed it, untill William the 
Conquerour made all England vassals, and obey his 
Norman laws, as far as the River of Tine. King Wil- 
liam overthrew the Northern forces in Gateside-Fell, 
neer Newcastle. Since which time, great is the privi« 
ledges that Kings and Princes hath endowed this Town 
with. 

Robert sonne of William the Conquerour built the 
Castle, called New-Castle, against the often inrodes of 
our neighbouring Scots. 

King John gave the first Grant to Newcastle, and 
endowed it with many priviledges and immunities to 
the good men of the same. 

D 2 
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King Henry the third made it a Corporation^ where- 
as formerly it belonged to the County of Northumber- 
land^ as by Henry the thirds Charter doth appear, — 
Noveritis nos concessisse & demisisse, & hac Charta 
nostra confirmasse pro nobis & haredibus nostris, pro- 
bis hominibus nostris, de Novo-Castello super Tinam^ 
& hseredibus eorum villam nostram cum Novo-Castello^ 
cum omnibus pertinentibus suis ad feod firmum, &c. 

The Town of Pampden was granted to the beloved 
Burgesses, and good men of Newcastle, in King Ed- 
ward the firsts reign, as by his Charter appears,— 
Sciatis quod dedimus & concessimus, *& hsec Charta 
nostra oonfirmavimus, pro nobis, & hsredibus nostris, 
dilectis Burgensibus, Sc probis hominibus nostris villa 
Novicastri super Tinam, omnes terras & tenementa 
cum pertinentibus in Pampeden in Biker, juxta pre- 
dictam Villam Novicastri, &c. £t quod predicta Villa 
Novicastri, & terras, & tenementa predicta in Pampe- 
den, unica Villa de cetero sint, &'unus Burgus, ad uni« 
endum & condudendum diets Villse Novicastri in aug« 
mendationem, emendationem, & securitatem, ejusdem 
ViUte, &c. 

All the Kings and Queens of England successively 
granted unto the Town some honour or priviledge, and 
inlarged their Charters* 

Edward the third gave them the Forth, for the good 
services of the Townes-men. 
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Edward the fourth gave 'them power to choose 
yearely Mayor and Aldermen^ in lieu of Bayliffes. 

After Kings granted to the Mayor and Communalty, 
all the Royalties of the River of Tine, from Sparrow- 
Hawke, unto Heddon-Streames ; and that no ship load 
and unload any manner of goods, wares, and mardian- 
dizes, in, or any place of the River, but onely at the 
Key of Newcastle. Also granted Commissioners to 
measure Keeles. 

King Edward the sixth grants the Town of Gateside 
to be united to the Town of Newcastle. Repealled by 
Queen Mary. 

Sir Thomas WJiite, Lord Mayor of London, gave 
one hundred pound yearely to the chief Cities and 
Towns of England, for ever, to be lent to foure Clo- 
thiers Merchants fat ten yeares without interest. The 
Town oi Newcastle enjoyeth her hundred pound in 
her turn; The first hundred pound which came to 
Newcastle was in 1599* The noblest gift that ever 
was given in England by any subject. Some thinks 
in time, it will ingrosse the most of the money in this 
land. 
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THE HIGHEST AND NORTH PARTS OF 

THE TOWN. 

The ancient parts of the Town of Newcastle was in 
the upper parts of it^ about Newgate^ where are many 
old houses and cottages^ which served these religious 
houses with provisions : This part of the Town is called 
to this day, the Hucksters Booths. These people, in 
those dayes, had their livelihood from those Fryers and 
Nuns that lived in that part of the Town. 

In after ages the Burgesses and good men of the 
Town began to trade, and venture beyond the seas, 
into forraigne places ; they builded many ships ; pro« 
cured a Charter from the Kings of England to carry 
Fels beyond seas, and bring in'forraign compiodities. 
The Staple was then at Antwerp in Brabant, called 
Commune totius Europa Emporium. This Charter of 
the Merchant Adventurers, was the first Charter that 
was granted by any King to any Town. After which 
Grant, this town flourished in trading ; builded many 
faire houses in the Flesh Market, (then called the 
Cloath Market) The Merchants had their shops and 
warehouses there, in the back parts of their houses ; 
the River of Tine flowed and ebbed, where boats came 
up with commodities; which trade of m^qhandizes 
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continued many years. In that street the Mayors^ Al- 
dermen^ and richest men of the Town lived. In after 
times^ the Merchants removed lower down towards the 
River^ to the street called the Side^ and Sandhill^ where 
it continueth mito this day. 



THE SANDklLL. 

I>]^ow let us describe unto you the other Streets and 
Markets in this Town : First of the Sandhill^ a Market 
for fish^ and other commodities ; very convenient for 
Merchant Adventurers^ Merchants of Coales^ and all 
those that have their living by shipping. There is a 
navigable River, and a long Key or Wharfe, where ships 
may lye safe from danger of stormes, and may unlode 
their commodities and wares upon the Key. In it is 
two Cranes for heavy commodities, very convenient for 
carrying of com, wine, deales, &c. from the Key into 
the Water-Gates, which is along the Key side, or into 
any quarter of the Town. 

In this Market place is many shops and stately 
houses for Merchants, with great conveniences of wa^ 
ter, bridge, gamers, lofts, cellars and houses of both 
side^ of them. Westward they have a street called the 
Close. East, the benefit of the houses of the Key side. 



^ 
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In this Sandhill standeth the Town-Court^ or Guild- 
Hall, where is' held the Guilds every yeare by the Ma- 
jor and Burgesses, to offer up their grievances ; where 
the Major keepeth his'* Court every Munday, and the 
Sheriffe hath his County-Court upon Wednesday and 
Fryday. 

In it is kept a Court of Admiralty, or River Court, 
every Munday in the afternoon. This is a Court of 
Record for inroling of deeds and evidences. 

There is a Court of Pye-powder, during the said two 
Faires, Lammas and Saint Luke ; All the priviledges 
and power that a Court-Leet can have, is granted to 
this Court. 

Under the Town-Court is a common Weigh-house 
for all sorts of commodities. King Henry the sixth 
sent to this Town, as to other Cities and Towns, brasse 
weights according to the standard. 

Neer this is the Town-house, where the Clarke of 
the Chamber and Chamberlains are to receive the reve- 
nues of the Town for coale, ballist, salt, grindstones, 
&c. 

Next adjoyning is an Almes-house, called the Mason 
de Dieu, builded by that noble benefactor Roger de 
Thometon. 

Above which is the stately Court of the Merchant 
Adventurers, of the old Staple, resident at that flourish- 
ing City of Antwarpe in Brabant ; since removed to 



t 
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the more Northern Provinces under the States. Their 
Charters lire ancient, their priviledges and immunities 
great ; they have no dependance upon London^ having 
a Govemour^ twelve Assistants^ two Wardens^ and a 
Secretary. 

Thare is an old Chappell upon the Bridge. 

Next West is a street called the Close^ where are 
many stajteiy houses of Merchants and others. The 
Earie of Nofthiimberland had his house in this street* 

Neer the Sandhill East, is Allhallows Banck, or 
Butchers Baodc, (wha!« most Butchers dwell) the way 
to AUhaUows Church: the South side of which is 
many Cbaires or Lanes that goeth down to the Key 
aide. 



■^r 



THE MIDDLE PARTS OF THE TOWN. 

Next up street is the street called the Side. In the 
4ower part of it standeth a faire Crosse with columnes 
of .sMa^es hewi^ covered with lead, where is sold milk, 
ege^f butter, &c. 

In the Side is shops for Merchants, Drapers, and 
other trades. In the middle of the Side is an ancient 
stone house, an appendix to the Castle, which in for- 
mer times belonged to the Lord Lumleys, before the 
Castle was built, or at least coetany with the Castle. 

E 
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Next up the Town North, is Middle-street, where 
all sorts of Artificers have shops and houses. 

The West side of this street is the Oatemeale Market. 

On the East side of it is the Flesh Market, I think 
the greatest Market in England, for all sorts of Flesh 
and Poultry that is sould there every Saterday; the 
reason is not the populousnesse of the Town that makes 
it, it is the people in the Country, (within ten miles of 
the Town) who makes their provision there, as likewise 
all that lives^ by Coale-trade, for working and convey- 
ing Coales to the water ; as also the shipping which 
comes into this River for Coales, there being some- 
times three hundred sayles of ships. In this Market 
is kept two Faires in the yeare, for nine dayes toge- 
ther ; one of them at that remarkable time of the yeare, 
the first of August; the other is held the eighteenth of 
October, upon Saint Lukes day. 

Next above North, is the Bi^ and Oate Market 
every Tuesday and Saterday in the week. 

In which street is an ancient house, with a large 
gate, called the Scots Inn, where the Kings, Nobility, 
and Lards of Scots lodged in time of truce or league 
with England. 
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PILGKIM STREET. 

IS A ST again is Pilgrim Street^ the longest and fairest 
street in the Town. In it is a Market for Wheat and 
Rye every Tuesday and Saterday. 

Likewise an house called the Pilgrims Ini^, where 
Pilgrims lodged that came to visit the Shrine in Ges- 
mond, or Jesu de Munde^ which occasioned to call this 
street Pilgrim-street. 

In the upper part of this street is a Princely house^ 
built out of the mines of the Black Fryers. 

Both East and West of this street is many passages 
into other parts of the Town ; as the neither and higher 
Deane- Bridge into the West; the Mannour Chaire 
upon the East^ having a way to that sumptuous build- 
ing o£ the Minorites, of old called Saint Augustin Fry- 
ers ; also a street called Silver Street, having a passage 
down to Pandon. 



WEST-GATE STREET* 

Upon the West of the Town is Penton Chaire, which 
goeth into West-Gate Street, which is a broad street, 
and private ; for men that lives there hath implo3rment 

. E 2 
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for Town and Country, The Earl of Westmerknd 
had his house in this street^ and other Gentlemen. 

In this street is an Hospitall^ called the Spittle ; In 
the East of that Chappell is the place for electing of 
Majors^ Aldermen^ Sheriffes^ and other Officers in the 
Town^ next Munday after Michaelmas Day. In which 
place is made of late, a famous Grammer-School^ Writ- 
ing-School, and houses within the Spittle for the Masters. 
Protos Archididascalos, or the first head School-Master, 
was that Reverend Master Robart Fowberry, a learned 
and painfull man to indoctrinate youth in Greek and 
Latine. 

In the North side of the street towards West-Gate, 
is an ancient building, called now> Bennet Chessie 
Fryers, where now the nine Crafts of this Town have 
their meeting houses* It was called in old time, the 
Grey-Fryers. 

In the South West of the Town is the White-Fryers, 
and neer 'that a street called Bayliffe-Gate, which in 
former times belonged unto the Castle and County of 
Northumberland : there is a Postern Gate, where pri- 
soners taken in time of hostility with Scotland, (an4 
felons of the County of NoHiiumberlaiid) were brought 
in privately into the Castle in Newcastle, where the 
common Gaile for the County is. 

Neer this street is two wayes which goes down into 
the Close ; the Lcmg Staires and Tudhill Staires. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TOWN. 

Now let us speak concerning the Government of this 
Town. The first Grant was^ Burgensibus & probis 
hominibus Novicastri super Tinam^ To the Burgesses 
and good men of the Town of Newcastle: Out of 
whom yearly was chosen Bayliffes^ which is the ancient 
Officers of Cities and Towns in England. 

King Edward the fourth out of his abundant grace 
and favour to the aforesaid Town^ Burgesses^ their 
heires and successours> grants yearly to choose a Major 
and six Aldermen ; and that the aforesaid Major and 
Aldermen^ for the time being, or any four, thre, or two 
of them, have full power and authority to enquire, 
hear, and determine all manner of complaints and cau* 
ses, appertaining to the office of a Justice of the Peace. 

Instead of Bayliffies is chosen a Sheriffis yearly. 

King Richard the second gave the Sword to be car- 
ried before the Major, which represents royall power 
and authority, delegated by Charters to them, their 
heires and Successors, firom their Soveraign. 

The power of a Major is great, the highest dignity 
or honour that can be bestowed upon a City or Town ; 
according to that office amongst the Romans, of Pro- 
prseUMTs, and Proconsuls ; who had in all Countries and 
Kingdoms under their command dieir Viceroyes or 
Representatives. 
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In after times upon a division among the Aldermen, 
there were fbure Aldermen more added ; so now it is 
governed by a Major, Recorder, ten Aldermen, and 
one Sheriffe. Their Officers are two Clarks, one for 
the Town Court, the other for the Xo^n Chamber* 

The Officers that attendeth upon his person, is a 
Sword-bearer, with a Cap of Maintenance, a Water- 
Bayliffe, seven Serjeants, in their Gowns and Maces. 
All these nine Officers goes before the Major and Al- 
dermen in their go wnes to Church, and at any solemnity. 

In former times the Aldermen of the Town had 
their Scarlet Gownes, but the proud Scot got them by 
Conquest, as they did other Ornaments of the Town, 
thinking no English in authority, worthy to weare 
Scerlet but themselves, and so they continued lording 
over us for two yeares, untill they were hyred out as 
they were brought in, being a mercenary Nation, for 
any Nation for mony. 

There are twelve Trades or Crafts, which are chief 
in electing of Major, and other Officers, viz. Drapers, 
Mercers, Glovers, Taylors,' Boothmen, Shoomakers, Ba- 
kers, Tanners, Sadlers, Butchers, Smiths, and Dyers. 

There is the By-crafts, which are fifteen in number, 
every one of them hath their Meeting-houses in the 
Towers of the Wall, and are called at this day by the 
name of the By-crafts ; their ancient names is after the 
name of the founder. 
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THE TWENTY-FOUR WARDS OE THE 

TOWN. 

There is fotire and jtwenty Wards in tlie Town, every 
Ward hath his Tower or Gate in the Walls, which they 
were to keep in times of hostility with the Scots, where- 
of these are some. 

White Friers Tower Ward. 

Nevils Tower Ward. 

West-Spittle Tower. 

Stanke Tower. 

Pink Tower. 

Gmmers Tower. 

West-Gate Tower 

Durham Tower. 

Thickets Tower. 

Carlile Tower. 

Barthram Mumbugget Tower. 

Evers Tower. 

Saint Austines Tower. 

Walke-Knowle Ward, &c 
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OF THE RIVER TINE, AND THE 
COMMODITIES. 

The Port or Haven of this River is able to receive 
Ships of foure hundred tuns/ having Bocks on the 
North side of the Haven, and Sands upon the Souths 
dangerous in a North-East Wind. 

Incidit in ScjUatn^ qui vult vitare Charibdim. 

Upon the North side of the Haven^ is an ancient 
strong Castle^ the Seat of the Priour of Tinemouth. 
King Henry the eighth converted the Castle from a 
Priory^ to be a defence for Che River and Country^ 
against Forraigne Invasions. 

1. The Southside of the River is Warwick-shire, in 
the County of Durham, where is inany Salt-Pans, 
which makes white Salt out of Salt Water^ boyled with 
Coale. 

2. An other Commodily that this River bringeth 
forth, is Coale in great abundance ; most «f the people 
that liveth in these parts, lives by the benefit of Coales, 
and are carried out of this River into most parts of 
England South- Ward, into Germany^ and other trans- 
marine Countries. 
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John JohnstcHi out of the Poems of the Cities of 
Britain^ 

NEW-CASTLE. 

Seated upon high rock she sees Dame Natures wonders 

strange. 
Or else to others^ wittily, doth vent them for exchange; 
In vain why seek you Fire, from Heaven, to serve your 

turn. 
The ground here either keeps it dose, or quickly makes 

it bum. 
Nor that which folk with stony flash, or whirlwind 

grim affrights. 
But giveth life to earthly things, and minds to living 

wights ; 
This melteth Iron, Brasse, and Gould, so pliable and 

soft, 
What mind th' allective shade of Gould, stirs not, nor 

sets aloft* 
Nay more then so, men say it doth, dull Mettals change 

to Gold, 
To say therefore it is a God, our Alchymists are bold. 
If God he be as thou giv'st out (great Master) of thy 

word. 
How many Gods than doth this place, and our Scot- 
land afford ? 
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Many thousand people are imployed in this trade of 
Coales; many live by working of them in the Pits; 
many live by conveying them in Waggons and Waines 
to the River Tine ; many men are imployed in convey- 
ing the Coales in Keek from the Stathes aboard the 
£3iips : one Coale Merchant imployeth five hundred or 
a thousand in . his Works of Coale ; yet for all his la- 
bour, care^ and cost^ can scarce live of his Trade ; nay^ 
many of them hath consumed and spent great estates^ 
' and dyed beggers. I can remember one, of many, that 
raysed his estate by Coale-trade ; many I remember 
that hath wasted great estates. I shall illustrate this 
by a story of two Spaniards brothers, which travelled 
into the West Indies, with that estate and means which 
they had acquired ; One of the brothers was a Minel', 
to imploy many slaves in silver Mines ; the other bro- 
ther was to be an Husbandman, to provide Come, 
Sheep, and other provisions f<Hr the Miner and his 
men ; much silver was got out of the ground by these 
Miners ; the Husbandman got monies out of his stock 
for his commodities. After many yeares delving and 
labouring in these silver mines, at last, the Mines was ^ 
exhausted and decayed, and all the money which he 
had got for many yeares labour and cost, was run into 
his brothers the husbandmans hands, and all his stoc]^ 
upstanding, he living all that time of the profit that his 
ground yeelded. 
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So it is with our Coftle-Miners, they labour and are 
at a great charge to maintain men to work their Col« 
lieries, they w^ their own bodies with care, and tlieir 
Collieries with working, the kemeU being eaten out of 
the nut, there remaineth nothing but the shell, their 
Collieries is wasted, and their monies is consumed: 
this is the uncertainty of Mines, a great chargq^ the 
profit uncertain. 

Some South Gentlemen, hath upon great hope of 
benefit, come into this Country to hazard their mcffiies 
in Coale-Pits. Master Beamont, a Gentleman of great 
ingenuity, and rare parts, adventured into our Mines 
with his thirty thousand pounds ; who brought with 
him many rare engines, not known then in these parts; 
As the art to boore with, iron rodds to try the deep- 
nesse uid thicknesse of the Coale ; rare engines to draw 
water out of the Pits : Waggons with one horse to 
carry down Coales, from the Pits, to the Stathes, to 
the River, &c Within few years, he consumed all 
his money, and rode home up(»i his light horse. 

Some Londoners of late, hath disbursed their monies 
for the reversion of a lease of Colliery, about thirty 
yeares to come of the lease; When they come to crack 
their nuts, they find nothing but the shells ; Nuts will 
'Oiot keep thirty yeares; there's a swarme of wormes 
' under ground, that will eate up all before their time, 
they may find some Meteors, ignis fatuus, in stead of 
a Mine. 
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3. Commodity that this River bringeth forth is 
Grindstones, which is conveyed into most parts of the 
World ; according to the Proverb, A Scot, a Rat, and 
a New-Castle Grindstone, you may find all the world 
over. 

4. Commodity of this River, Is the great plenty of 
Salmond, taken in this water; which serveth this 
Town, and other parts. 

r 

Upon the South side of this River stands a Town, 
called Jarro, where lived that Venerable Bede, admired 
for his learning, in those, times of darknesse. Camden 
entituleth him. The singular Glory, and Ornament of 
England. Malmesbury, Vir erat quem mirari facilius, 
quam dignum prsedicari possis, qui extremo natus orbis 
Angulo Doctrinal, corusco terras omnes perstrinxerat. 

Beda lived in the time of the Saxons Heptardiy in 
England, in the Kingdom of Northumbers, seven hun- 
dred yeares after Christ. 



This River hath two heads, or maine streames. South 
Tine, which runs through Allendale; North Tine, 
which runs through Tinedale; they meet West of 
Hexam, and salute one another. 
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DIVINE PROVIDENCE OVER ALL NATIONS 

AND COUNTRIES. 

Our most provident and glorious Creator hath so fur- 
nished all Countries with severall Commodities, that 
amongst all nations there might be a sociable conver- 
sation and mutuall commerce^ one people standing in 
need of another, all might be combined in a common 
league, aiid exhibit mutuall succours, Non omnia fert 
anima tellus. From the Indies, gould, silver, gems, 
drugs, &c. From Italy, silkes. From Spaine, fruits, 
safiron, sacks. From Denmarke, amber, cordage, firs, 
and flax. From France, wines, and linnen. From 
England, wooU, tinn. From these Northern parts, 
coale, salt, grindstones. Sec. Which trade of coale 
began not past fourescore yeares since. Coales in for- 
mer times was onely used by Smiths, and for burning 
of lime ; Woods in the South parts of England decay* 
ing, and the City of London, and other Cities and 
ToMrns growing populous, made the trade for Coale 
increase yearely, and many great ships of burthen built, 
so that there was more Coales vented in one yeare, then 
was in seven yeares, forty yeares by-past ;- this great 
trade hath made this part to flourish in all trades. 

Camden calls Newcastle, OceUus, the Eye of the 
North, the Harth that warmeth the South parts of this 
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Kingdome with fire ; An Mgypt to all the Shires in the 
North, (in time of famine) for bread. AH quarters of 
the country comes with money in their purses to buy 
Come to feed their families this summer. 

This Town hath been famous in foure ages of the 
world. 

1. In the time of the Romans, being in these parts, 
being the utmost limits of the Roman Empire. 

2. Famous for the Monasteries in old times. 

3. This Town famous, being a bulwarke against the 
Scots; all the p^wer of Scotland could never win it, 
since the walls were buUt ; but of late being assisted 
by the English, was stormed, our churches and houses 
de&ced, the ornaments of both plundered, and carried 
away, the crowne of our heads is fallen, woe now unto 
us, to we have sinned. 

4. Famous for the great trade of Coale, White-Salt, 
Grindstone8,&c. which they furnish other countries with. 

Newcastle likewise excells in foure things before 
fipoken. 

1. The Town, Walk, Gates, Towers and Turrets. 

2. Saint Nicholas Church Steeple, caput inter nubila 
condit 

5. The Tine-Bridge, consisting of eight stately 
Arches, Towers and Houses. 
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4. The long and fidre Key, for ships to unload their 
commodities. . 

The Revenues of the Town is not greatj considering 
the disbursements for repairing of Streets, High*wayes, 
Bridges, maintenance of Ministers, Schoole-Mastersy 
Foore, &c. 

The Armes of the Town is the three Castles Axgeht 
in a Field Geules. 

Camden* Newc. 22. grad. 30. min. Long, 54. gr. 
57. M. Lat 

Hues. Newcast 23. grad. 10. min.. Long. 55. gr. 
20. M. Lat 



THE SUBtntBS OF NEWCASTLE. 

Gateside, a Burrow upon the South side of the river 
Tine, an ancient inhabited place, a parish of it selfe, 
in the Bishoppricke of Durham. King Edward the 
sixth, united it to the town of Newcastle ; since. Queen 
Mary gave it again to the Bishops Sea of Durham. 

The suburbs out of Newgate and Pilgrim-Street, are 
ruinated in these late warres ; neer unto the Banras* 
Bridge is an HospitaU dedicated to Mary Magdelane. 
There is many closes in that part, and large fields of 



40 CHOROGRAPHU> OR 

meddowes^ called the Castle Leases^ belonging to the 
Town ; the gift of King John (as some say) to the good 
men of Newcastte. 

There is a Postern between New- Gate and West- 
Grate^ which goeth into a Close^ called the Warden-Close, 
where the Warden of the Friour of Tine-mouth had 
his house, garden, fishponds, &c. 

The suburbs of Sand-Gate escaped the fury of these 
Warres, except some neer the walls of the Town^ which 
was fired. 

One remarkeable thing is recorded of two Carpenters^ 
hewing of a tree, bloud issued out of the timber in 
what part of the wood they cut 

Below East, is the Ballist Hill, where women upon 
thejr heads carriedBallist, whidi was taken forth of small 
ships which came empty for Coales; Which place 
was the first Ballist shoare out of the town : since which 
time, the trade of Coales increasing, there is many Bal- 
list shoares made below the water, on both sides of the 
River. 

Upon the Nordi side of the River is the Ewes Bume» 
over which is a wood Bridge, which goeth down to a 
place called the Glasse-Houses, wh^e plaine Glasse fbr. 
windowes are made, which serveth most parts of the 
Kingdom. Below East is many shores built for castii^ 
of Ballist out of ships, which brings profit to the Umn, 
and the occupiers of the same. 
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OF THE NOBLE AND ANCIENT FAMILIES 
OF THE NORTH, AND THEIR CASTLES. 

The North parts of England hath been in the Romans 
time^ and in after ages, the Bulwarks and Fortresses 
of England, against the inrodes of the Scots ; New- 
castle for the East parts of this land, and Carlile for 
the West. 

The two great Princes of the North, were the Earles 
of Northumberland at Alnwick, and Westmerland at 
Baby Castle in the Bishopprick of Durham. The first 
famous for the great oyerthrow he gave Malcolme, 
King of the Scots, and his Sonne Edward, slain at his 
Castle of Alnewick. The second Earle made &mous 
for taking David King of Scots prisoner, and the over- 
throw of his Army at Nevils-Crosse, neer Durham. 

The Lord Dacres, and Lord Lumleyes were famous 
in their generations ; the first lived in Cumberland, in 
his many Castles, the other in the Bishopprick of Dur- 
ham, in Lumley Castle ; both of them, having lands in 
Northumberland, who held their land of the King in 
Kni^t service, for his warres against the Scots. 

The Bishops of Durham had their Castles in the 
frontiers, in Nofhamshire and Elandshire. 

The Nobility and Gentry of the Norths are of great 
antiquity, and can produce more ancient Families, 

G 
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then any otber part of England ; many of them Gentry 
* before the Conquest ; the r^st came in with WiUium 
the Conquerour. The Noblemen and Gentry of the 
Norths hath been alwayes imployed in their native 
countrey^ in the warres of the Kings of England^ against 
the Scots ; all of them holding their lands in Knights 
service, to attend the warres in their own persons, with 
horse and speare, as the manner of fighting was in 
those dayes. 

Some Gentlemen held their lands in Comage, by 
blowing a Home, to give notice that the Scots, thdr 
enemies, had invaded the land. The Scots their 
neighbouring enemies, hath made the inhabitants of 
Northumberiand fierce and hardy, whiles sometimes 
they kept themselves exercised in the warres ; being a 
most warre-like Nation, and excellent good Light* 
Horsemen, wholly addicting themselves to Mars and 
Armes, not a Gentleman amongst them, that hath not 
his Castle or Tower ; and so it was divided into a nimi« 
ber of Baronies : the Lords whereof, in times past, be- 
fore King Edward the first's dayes, went commonly 
under the name of Barons, although some of them 
were of no great living. It was the policy of the Kings 
of England, to cherish and maintain Martiall Prowesse 
among them, in the Marches of the Kingdome, if it were 
nothing else, but with an honourable bare tide. Some 
Gentlemen of the North are Called to this day Biirons.; 
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The Ancient Families and Names of the Gc^itry are 
many^ which hath continued firom William the Con- 
querour^ unto these late dayes. 

The Grayes of Chillingtiam, and Horton, Barons of 
Warke-castle. 
Ogles of Ogle*castle. 
Fenwickes of Wallington. 
Widdrington of Widdrington-castle. 
Delavale of Seaton*Delavale. 
Ridleyes of Williams- Weeke. 
Muschampes of Barsmore, the chiefe Baron of Nor- 
thumberland in Edward the first's reigne. 

Middletons of Belsey. 

Mitfords of Midford. 

Fosters of Edderston. 

ClaTerings of CaUaiie. 

Swi&bumea c^ Swiabume, now of Cafkheaton 

Badliffi» of Dtflaton. 

HariM^de of Harbottle-caitle, extinct. 

Haggenrton of Haggcarton. 

fiftbbume iof Hebiime. 

Blanfcenship of Blankenahip. 

Fetherstoidnngfa of F«ther8tonhaugh. 

Hcrans of CheDchaae. 

Horsley of Horsley* 

Onasfler of Cffaater- 

I^xaiofs cf Kirkhaiie* 

G 2 
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CoUingwoods of Eslington. 

Whitfield of Whitfield. . 

Camaby of Halton. 

Lisles of Felton. 

Strudders of Kirknewton. 

Selbyes of Twisel. 

Eringtons of Bewfrom. . 

Weldon of Weldon. 

Bradforth of Bradforth. 

Rodom of Little Haughton. 

Carres of Ford^caatle. 

Creswell of CreswelL 

Halls of Otterbume. 

Thirlwall of ThirlwalUcasUe. 

Killingworth of KiUingwortfa. 

These ancioit Noble Families continued many 3r6ars 
valiant and faxthfoll unto the Kingdom of England^ and 
flourished all in their times ; untill the two poweifiill 
Earles of the North rose in rebellion in Qiieen Elisabeths 
reigne^ who drew along with them many Gentry of 
the North> who overthrew themselves and confedo^tes, 
and many ancient families of the North. Since many 
ancient names have been extinet, for want of Heires 
Male^ and have been devolved upon other names and 
families. 

Since the union of both Kingdoms, the Gentry of 
this Countiy hath given themselves to idlenesses luxury 
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and covetouisnesse^ living not in their own houses, as 
their ancestours hath done, profusely spending their 
revenues in other Countries, and hath consumed of late 
their ancient houseis. 

The Castles in the North are many and strong. 

Morpith-CasUe, so called, from the death of the 
Ficts in that place. 

Alnewick-Castle, where the Earles of Northumber- 
land kept their Court; fiunous for two battels fought 
against the Scots, who received a shamefdll overthrow, 
by the valour of the Earles of Northumberland. 

Upon Tweed and Borders, are Wark*castle, a Baro- 
ny of the Grays. NcH^iam-castle belonging to the BU 
shops of Durham. Barwid^ upon the left ban6k and 
river, a strong Town of Warre, oppasite sometimes 
against tho Soots; the fardiest bounds of the English 
Empire. Upon Till (a River fidling. into Tweed, above 
Ncrham) is Ford-castled To the West beyond the 
River, riseth Floddon-Hill, made famous by tiie death 
of James the fourth. King of Scodtfid, abin in a me^ 
morable battell by Thomas Howard, Earle of Surrey, 
Generall of the Englisl^ in die reigne of Henry the 
Eighth. 

Upon the East Sea is Bambrough-castle, and Dnn« 
atonlwough-castle, builded fay the Saxons, and some- 
limes the RoyaU jSeats of the Brings of Northunbers* 
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« 

Bamfavou^MaMtle mfterwud coareitd into a Priory^ 
and did homage and vassalage to their Lord Ftima, 

Many battells and skinniBhes hath been in this 
Norths and alwaies hath been victorioos against the 
Soots. Besides the forenamed battels of Alnewick^ 
castle, and Floddon ; at Solcomnosse fifteen thousand 
Soots were put to flight, right hundred slain, and one 
and twenty of their Nobles taken prisoners, by the 
£najish« 

There was Lord Wardms of the East, West, and 
Qiid& Marches appointed, who had power by Martiall 
Law to repzesse all enormities mod outrages committed 
in the Borders. . They had tilnir Laws, called Border 
Laws. 

In the North toward the Borders, is many Hills ; 
one of them most eminent, called CSieviot Hill, upon 
the top (^ it is Snow to be seen at Midsommer; and a 
Land soariiLfor Se»-meathat camas iMitof the East 
parts &om Danaicke, dirough the Baltick Seai^, and 
fitxn the King of Denmarfcs ooimtry ; it being the first 
land that Marriners make fiir the Coast <»f England, 
These Chiviot Hflb is made fiunous fi^r the hunftiag ef 
the Earl of Northumberland: «t the hunting the Ead 
Duglas of Scotland who met him with his forcm^ and 
engaged one the other, where was great bickerings 
andakhanishes, to theloase^f msni^men; where both 
Eaiks foa(^ vidiantly, called to this day Cabemt Chase. 
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There is many Dales^ the diief are Tinedale and 
Reedadale, a eoantry thai William the Conquerour 
did not sttbdue^ retaining^ to this day. the ancient Laws 
and Customs, (according to the County of Kent) where* 
by the lands of the father is equally divided at his 
death amongst all his sonnes. These Highlanders are 
finnous for Peeving, they are all bred up and live by 
theft They come down from these Daks into the low 
Countries, and carry away horses and cattell, so eun« 
ningly, that it will be httd for any to get them« or 
their catteU, except they be acquainted with some 
Master Thiefe ; who for some mony (which they call 
Saufey mony) may help they to their stoln goods, or 
deceive them. 

There is many every year brou^t in of them into 
the Goale of Newcastle, and at the Assises are ooii« 
demned and hanged, sometimes twenty or thirty. They 
forfeit not thrir lands (according to the tenure in GaveU 
kind) the Father to Bough, the Sonne to the Bough. 

The people of (Ms Country hath had one barbarous 
Cufltome amongst them ; if any two bedtsi^eased, tliey 
expect no law, but bang it out bravely, one and hk 
kindred against the other, and his ; they will subject 
themselves to no Justice, but in an unhumane and bar- 
. barous manner, fight and kill one another ; they run 
together clangs (as they terme it) or names. 
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This fighting they call their Feides^ or deadly Feides, 
a word so bi^barous^ that I cannot expresse it in any 
other tongue. Of late^ since the union of both King- 
doms,, this heathenish bloody custom is repressed, and 
good laws made against such barbarous and unchristian 
misdemeanours and fightings. 

In this North Country groweth plenty of hadder or 
ling, good for Cattell to feed upon, and for Moor- 
Fowle, and Bees ; this hearbe yeeldeth a flower in June, 
as sweet as Hony, whereof the. Picts in time past did 
make a pleasant drink, wholsome for the body of Man. 

Upon the West parts of Northumberland, th^ Picts 
Wall is, out of the ruines of which is built many Tow- 
ers and Houses in that part where the Picts Wall stood ; 
in some of the wast ground the Wall is to be seen .of a 
great height, and almost whole, many stones have been 
found with Rataa upon it, and all the names of the 
Roman Emperoiirs, Consuls, and Proconsuls, both in 
Stone and in Coine of Silver and Brasse, with their 
Emperours Image upon them ; So the Picts Wall goes 
through Northumberland into Cumberland, where t 
end my Peregrination and Travell, keeping my selfe 
witbin the limits and bounds of Northumberland. 
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NewcoiHe. 
(Jn Sunday moming, the 17th of November, about tvo o*clockt 
with the wind at East, the inhabitants of Newcastle upofl Tyne 
were alarmed with the most dreadful inundation that ever befel 
that part of the country ; the water in the Tyne rising six feet 
hi^er than a remarkable fresh in the year 1763 ; occasioned, as 
may be presumed, by an incessant fiJl of rain from Saturday 
moming to Sunday, which was particularly violent in the western 
parts of that county, and the county of Durham. The first dawn 
of day discovered a scene of horror and devastation, too dreadfiil 
for words to express, or humanity to behold, without shuddering : 
all the cellars, warehouses, shops, and lower apartments of the 
dwelling-houses, from the West end of the Close to near Ouse- 
bum, were totally under water. The flood was so rapid and sud- 
den, that it was with the greatest difficulty the inhabitants, who 
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slept in the, lower parts of their houses, escaped with their lives. 
But what completed the public calamity, was, the &11 of Tyne 
Bridge, which, having stood the brunt of time for upwards of five 
hundred years, 3delded to the force and impetuosity of this flood. 
The middle arch of Tyne Bridge, and two other arches near to the 
South aide of the water, were carried away, and seven houses, 
with shops standing thereon, together with some of the inhabitants, 
with their whole stocks, overwhelmed in immediate destruction. 
Among the melancholy circumstances, at Newcastle, on the 
Sunday, was the following : Mr. Fiddas, who lived on the North 
end of the bridge, with his wile and maid servant, having made 
their escape to Gateshead, the girl, recollecting a bundle which 
she had left behind, begged her master she might go back for it, 
and that he would be so kind as to accompany her ; which ofifer, 
after some reluctance, he complied with, and the wife stood 
watching for their returq ; but in a moment after their separation, 
the arch under them gave way,«when they vanished from her 
view, and she never saw them more. Mr. Fiddas and his maid, 
Ann Tinkler, Mr. Chr. Byerley and his son, together with an 
apprentice to Mr. James, are the persons that perished by the 
fidling of these arches ; and the houses and shops which feU into 
the river that morning were occupied by Mr. Fatten, mercer; 
Mr. W. HiUs, shoemaker; Mr. Byerley, hardwareman; Mrs. 
Haswell, milliner; Ann Tinkler, dealer in stuffs and checks; 
Mr. Edward Wilson, shoemaker ; and Mr. John James, cheese- 
monger. The goods in the other shops were got out at the mani- 
fest hazard of the lives of the kind assistants. Four other houses 
with shops likewise fell from the bridge the next day into the 
river; and, in a iittle time after, the whole range of buildings, 
frtmi near the Blue Stone on the bridge unto Gateshead, met with 
the same &t& Mr. Patten's house was carried wholly as fiir aa 
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Jarrow Slake, seven or eight miles down the river, where it was 
stopped, but upon examining the inside, nothing was left in it but 
a cat and a dog, both alive, 'the water was supposed to be at its 
height about seven o'clock in the morning, and to have risen up- 
wards of twelve feet above high water maik in spring tides. The 
Sandhill was a capacious flood; and boats plied thereon some 
hours. In some parts it was six feet deep. All the timber, mer- 
chant's goods, &C. lying upon the Quay, and on the several shores 
in the ne^bourhood, were ex^^irely swept away in thd current; 
as were most of the ships lying at the Quay, and a number of 
keels, boats,, and other small craft 'both below and above bridge, 
carried down the rapid current, and scattered and stranded on eadi 
side of the river to Shields, or otherwise bom onward to the sea, 
and there sunk or wrecked along the coast, which formed the most 
terrible scene of horror, havock, and devastation imaginable. 
Three slo<^ and a brig were driven upon the Quayside, and left 
there, when the flood abated : they Aurowed up the pavement, 
and broke down a great part of the Quay. 

The utility of Jarrow Slake appeared in this disaster, as it took 
in so immense a body of water, that at gfhields the flood was little 
hi^er than a spring tide ; great damage, however, was done in 
that place to the shipping, by the violence of the flood driving them 
from their mooiings upon the Herd, &c« A w<»nan, with a chikL 
in her arms, were found drowned on Jarrow Slake ; and a vessel 
. took up at sea, near Shields^ a wooden cradle, with a child in it, 
which was alive and weU. 

The very remarkable preservation of one Peter Weatherly, a 

shoemaker, with his &mily, who lived upon Tyne Bridge at the 

time the arches fell down, seems worthy of notice ^ Between three 

. and four o'dock that morning he was suddenly awakened by the 

prodigious noise of the flood, and on opening a window, observed 



Mr. and Mrs. JPiddas, two diUdren, and their maid, paflsdng akng 
the bridge ; on flhutting the window again, he was about repanii^ 
to rert, when, all on a sudden, the axph immediately adjoining his 
house on the north side rushed down. This instantly drew his 
attention to the fiunily^s safety ; and raising them up, he opened 
the door, when he beheld the destructive torrent roUing almost 
immediately beneath him. He then, with difficulty, quitted the 
house, and at the utmost hazard of his life (the pavement breaking 
and tumbling beneath his feet into the water) assosted his wife, 
two young children, and a servant girl to follow him. As all 
access to the north was cut off by the fidling of the above arch, 
they immediately hastened to the south end, but had not gone ixr 
until they perceived themselves involved in still greater misery 
and danger, two other arches having likewise fidlen at that part. 
In this distressful situation they remained fiom four till ten o*dock 
in the morning, p^ishing with odd, and affording a most melan- 
■ choly spectacle to the inhabitants on each side of the water. Their 
station was upon' a sur&ce about six feet square, all other parts of 
the arch which supported them appeared terribly rent, and 
threatened each moment to bury them in the flood. None durst 
attempt to relieve them by boats, and no other human means 
appeared possible. However, a bricklayer in Gatediead, concert- 
ed a measure for their deliverance, though the most perilous that 
can be conceived, and boldly ventured alone to execute it: A 
range of shops then standing •on the east tide of the bridge, sopr 
port^ only by timber laid from pier to pi^, and extending from 
Qateshead to the place where the distressed people stood, afforded 
him thQ means of preserving their lives : He broke a large hole 
through the side of every shop, all the way to the arch where they 
were, and through these openings brought the whole fionfly safe 
into Gateriiead. 



At Hebbiim Qmj, the flood was not flo high by two feet fSoar 
uidiesy as IB a comnMm spring tide, with the wind easterly. 

The bed of the river Tjne being entirely altered by the iloodi 
the Master and Brethren of the Trinity House ordered the pilots 
to make a survey of the new channel, in order to qualify them* 
selves to lay the buoys in the proper places, that ships might be 
conducted up and down with the usual safety. 

But Newcastle did not alone suffer by>the violence of this flood : 
Hardly a village or cottage-house horn Tyne-head, in Alston^ 
Moor, to Shields, escaped its destructive fliry. It was impossible 
to ascertain the prodigious number of horses, black cattle, sheep, 
and other animals that perished, and of com and hay-stacks, 
hedges, fences, implements of husbandry, and whole acres of 
ground, which were swept away by the impetuosity of the tor- 
rent, whereby fiunilies who had lived in affluence and plenty 
were now reduced to the most abject misery and want. Those firom 
whose racked heart every comfort is torn, humanity may soften, 
though she cannot remove their grief — Mary Graham, of Low 
£lswick, a poor widow, and Thomas Cooper, of the Skinner-bum, 
weaver, both suffered very much by the flood. 

At Shidds,^^On. the Sunday morning, the J(^m and Elizabeth, 
Cock, of Shields ; the Britannia, Jadcson, of Lynn ; and a Swe- 
dish vessel, were driven firom their moorings, and forced upoo the 
Herd Sand, and were lost. The Eagle, Airey; Free Love, 
Kitchen; Patience Success, Lilly; and the Saville, Hall, were 
also driven firom their moorings and forced upon the same sand, 
but all were got off with little damage. The Ridley, Miy'or, was 
sunk upon the Muscle Scarp, but was got off with the loss of her 
lading of coals. They came very fiivourably off there» considering 
the great destmction made in other places. The wredn of up- 
wards of thirty keels were lying on the South Shore. 



Team. — ^At Team, near Swalwell, people were taken out of the 
tops of then* houses ; a boat was driven against a house ahnost 
under water, of which the people immediately laid hold, and 
thereby saved the whole &mily, and some others who would have 
certainly perished ; arid in another, an old man and his wife were 
found hanging by the spars of the roof, the water being so high. 

Scottwoo(L-~Jo8eph Thompson, of Scotswood boat, by the rapi- 
dity of the flood had part of his cellars driven down, and thereby 
lost six half barrels of ale, together with a large quantity of house- 
hold l^miture, provisions, and wearing appareL 

Newbum. — The loss on Heddon-haugh to Gerard Handyside, of 
Heddon-on-the-WaU, was estimated at £^6. ; Robert Edington, 
of Lemington, staithman, £26. ; John Weatherley, of Lemington, 
staithman, £21.; Robert Chambers, of Lemington, waggon- 
wright, £22. ; together with many more smaller sums. 

Wylam ColHery, — The damage done to Wylam Colliery by the 
inundation was very great, the whole of the workings been entirely 
fiUed with water, amounting to 300 acres, containing 1,723,000 
hogsheads of water in the several seams of coals. The expenses 
attending the drawing of the said water, and the damages done in 
the several pits and workings undeiground, were estimated at up- 
wards of £800. 

Ovhighanu-^A portrait of the tragical misfortime that attended 
John Johnson, of the boat-house, which was carried away, and 
eight persons perished. ■ When the water entered the house!, there 
were ten people in it, the boatman, his wife, and two children, his 
mother and his brother, his man and maid-servants, with a young 
man from iSrudhoe, and<me Greorge Simpson a labouring man ; on 



their perceiving the danger they were in, they all .went up stairs, 
and as the water advanced, they ascended nearer the roof of the 
house, till at last they were obliged to break through the wall into 
the stable, that was built at the east end of the dwelling-house, 
thinking it a place of greater safety, both by its strength and situa- 
tion, and made themselves a temporary place to sit on, by putting 
a deal and a ladder betwixt the binding balks, and there remained 
till one in the morning. At which time, perceiving the dwelling- 
house gone, and the stable beginning to yield to the impetuosity of 
the flood, they got upon the top of the stable, when three of them 
climbed up to the chimney top, viz. George Simpson, the young 
man from Frudhoe, and the boatman's brother ; and the boatman, 
his wife, mother, and two, children, and the man and maid-servants, 
remained as before : when in an instant, the building fell, and 
they were all swept away by the torrent, and carried down along 
with the thatch, &c. for the space of two hundred and fifty-two 
yards into a wood, where the boatman, his brother, and maid- 
servant, got upon trees, and continued in that situation for ten 
hours before they could be relieved, and the maid died soon aftet 
she was got to land. The unhappy husband, when he seized the 
tree with one hand, catched his wife with the other, and, after 
holding her two or three minutes, she was wrested from him in 
fifteen feet depth of water, and in the midst of a rapid current. 
The wretched husband and his brother, were the only survivors, 
left without bread to eat, or necessary apparel to put on, without 
a bed to lie upon» or even an house to put their heads in ; and 
what was n^ost affecting of all, to be bereft of an indulgent mother, 
an affectionate wife, and two tender babes, and to see them all laid 
together in the common bed of dust. His loss of goods, &c. were 
estimated at £118. Is. 4d. The following sums were given to him, 
viz. Lady Broughton, £7, 7s. ; Lord Strathmore, £10. lOs. ; John 
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Simpton, Esq. £2. 28. ; John Ord, £sq. X2. 2s. ; and £37. ISs. 

Id. in smaller sums ; together with a sum paid by the committee. 
, The other losses in this parish were very great, particularly to 
William Pruddoe, of the Hagg, &rmer, whose damage was esti« 
mated at £154. 

Si^ord.'-'The loss in this township was very considerable to 
several of the fiirmers, viz. Greorge Angus, whose loss was esti- 
mated at £130. ; George Angus, jun. £69. ; George Green, £39. ; 
and George Burdis, £36. 

ByvfelL^The inhabitants of Bywell were among the most un- 
happy sufferers in this melancholy catastrophe. The whole village 
was under water ; and in the dining-room and other rooms on the 
first floor of Mr. Fenwick*s house it was eight feet deep, seven feet 
higher than it was ever known in the memory of man. Mr. F.'s 
com, hay, carts, carriages, harness, cows, sheep, hounds, &c. in 
general were lost, drowned, or carried away. All the garden 
waUs were broken down, and the gardens entirely destroyed. 
His bridges and buildings, for several uses, all thrown down, and 
a delay of five minutes would have effected destruction to his 
whole stud, together with four servants. Most of the valuable 
stud of horses were got into the inside of the Black Church* 
and saved themselves by holding by the tops of the pews, which 
were allowed to continue "in their gnawed state for several yeam 
after the flood ; and a mare belonging to Mr. Elliott^ &ther-in- 
law of Mr. T. Bewick, who was on a visit at Bywefi at the time, 
was saved in the same church by getting upon the altar table. 
About ten houses were swept away, and six persons perished, 
▼iz. the wife and daughter of Thompson the sexton, the wife and 
dau^ter of Lowes the miller, and Mary Morpeth and ^ughtor. 



Several lives were saved miraculouslj by twigs, ropes, trees, &c. 
and many people were taken out of their houses through the roofii, 
&C. The shrieks of women and of children, firaptic with all the 
agonies of despair, will better be conceived than described. The 
White Church yard wall was entirely destroyed, and a great part 
of the church yard carried away. The Black Church walls were 
likewise very much ruined, and the parish accounts destroyed.— 
Dead bodies and coffins were torn out of the church yards, and the 
living and the dead promiscuously clashed in the torrent. Mr. 
Fenwick*s humanity on this occasion, by sending the unhappy 
sufferers a most seasonable relief, merited the highest encomium. 
The following persons were the principal sufferers in this place :— 
Messrs Lowes and Smith, £175.; Dorothy Lawson, £172.; 
George Jewett, £37*; Joseph Peal, £55.; Catharine Morpeth 
and &mily, £48. ; and John Haigrave, £39. 

Hexham, — ^The vast deluge they had there by the inundation of 
the river Tyne was almost beyond expression, though it did very 
little damage to Hexham town, as they were pretty &r out of 
water-mark ; but the low fields and haughs near Hexham, belong- 
ing to the inhabitants, suffered greatly ; most of them were gar- 
dens, which were all left only beds of satid and wreck. Besides 
port of the land adjoining the river being taken away, a great 
quantity of com and hay-stacks were destroyed, and much land, 
i^ch was sown with hard com. One &rmer had nine stacks 
taken out of his yard, and five others came down the river, and 
landed within ten yards of the stack-yard in which his own had 
been. In part of the Spital, belonging to Mr. Westall, a large 
square stone was discovered, seemingly the base of a pedestal or 
cross. 

Mr. John Kirsop, of the Thorns, suffered very much from the 
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flood, having all his stacks of com, hay, &c. and hushandry uten- 
sils entirely swept away, estimated at j£125., exclusive of the seed 
sown and the damage done to the &rm. 

. Mr. William Harbottle oi Anick Grange, lost two hund- 
red and thirty sheep, valued at nearly £160. and six carts of 
hay. 

John Gamster, of Ainwick, lost two asses and one foaL 

Robert Bell, of Broomhaugh, lost twenty-two sheep, two 
swine, one cow, and six stacks of com, valued at upwards of 
£70. 

The estates of Mr. Dunn, with his com stacks, suffered greatly ; 
as also some other grounds belonging to Sir Walter Blackett. 

Edward Forster, of Tyne Green, in this parish, a poor man se- 
venty years of age, and able to do very little for himself, saved his 
wife and two children by getting out at a back door just in time, 
the water having broke into the house in different parts, and 
being then about a yard deep ; and, in an hour's time after, side- 
wall height, so that they had no time or opportunity to save any 
thing belonging to them but the cloaths on their backs, and their 
children naked. Their distressed condition must have been greatly 
increased if their theu landlord, Mr. John Tate, had not, in his 
own house, given them immediate relief, and continued it till they 
got themselves provided for. 

John Bewick, of Tyne Green, wheelwright, together with his 
wife and three children, saved themselves after a very near 
escape, by getting into a loft in their own house ; and there re- 
maining the whole night, expecting every moment that the 
house would be swept away by the ftiry of the current. 

The fiunily of James Pyle, of Tyne Green, woodman (who was 
from home at the time the flood happened), a wife and infiint 
child, were in the utmost danger ci losing their lives by the flood. 
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saved themselTes bj getting isto an upper room of the house of 
J6tm Bewick, their nei^bour, and there remaining with his 
fiimilj the whole night, with the water side-wall high. 

Hugh Wharton, of Temple Sowerby, in Westmorland, who, 
at the time the flood happened, and for some time before, resided 
at Hexham, where, in the neighbourhood thereof, he had for some 
years bought ash and plain trees, for the carrying on of his busi- 
ness of a dish*maker, had a considerable number of trees swept 
Away out of a dose adjoming the river by the flood. 

John Mitford, of Tyne Mills, miller, lost hay worth upwards of 
^£40. ten bolls of barley, two cows, seventeen swine, and eight load 
of potatoes. The water-course to the mills was entirely diverted. 

William White, gardener, a very poor old man, suffered con- 
siderably, by the flood carrying away the trenches of his garden, 
and leaving the ground covered with wreck, roots, and sand, 
about a yard deep. 

Jdm Hutchinson, gardener, a poor man with a small &mily, 
lost fifteen loads of potatoes, together with, a laige quantity of 
cabbages, onions, &c ^ 

Junes Lawson, a very poor man, had an ass (in foal) drowned. 

Adam Porteus, gardener, had much damage done to the soil of 
his garden, besides losing several loads of potatoes, hay, &c 

Two fiunilies near Hexham, being surrounded with the flood, 
had no other way to escape than by standing upon one another's 
shoulders, and pushing open the roofi of their houses, and by the 
help of one another, and standing upon the household Aimiture, 
got to the outside, and there sat, some of them* half naked, upon * 
the tops of the houses, nine or ten hours in this dismal situatioii, 
before any help could get to them ; but happily the houses did not 
fidl, and they were all saved, though almost perished, as it rained 
the greatest part of the night. 



12 



Warden^-^hi this paxish» Mr. John Walton, joiner, of Warden 
Boatside, was the principal sufferer—- Jane Scott, of West Boat 
Houses ; Jane Hudspeth, of Warden Boatside ; and John Mains, 
of the Bleacher House, all suffered considerably. 

Haydon Bridge, — ^At Haydon Bridge it overflowed the whole 
town, which obliged the men, with women and children on their 
badcs, to wade ahnost up to their necks to the church, where they 
found sanctuary ; when the Bev. Mr. Harrison behaved with the 
greatest humanity, by getting them fire, with food and raiment 
firom his house. 

Michael Topping, of MiUhiUs, lost eleven sheep and twelve 
hogs. 

The following persons, inhabitants in and about Haydm 
Bridge, sustained much damage: — John Armstrong, weaver; 
Edward Bell, innkeeper; Bichard Forster, blacksmith; Edward 
Coats, butchery Thomas Walton, maltster; Henry Boyd, publi- 
can ; and John Atkinson, joiner. 

HaihoMgtk. — ^The greatest sufferer in this parish was Geovge 
Jackson, &rmer, whose house was swept away by the flood, con- 
taining all his fiimiture, cheese, husbandly utensils, hay, com, 
&c^, estimated at upwards of £120. ; and the lives of his flunily 
were saved, with great difficulty, by the courage of John 
Leathert, his neighbour. 

John Smith, labourer, of the Toehouse, had a galloway drown-i 
ed, which was the principal support of a large &mily. 

Isaac Waugh, fimner, received considerable damage aoMingst 
his winter com, and by the breaking in of the banks of the bum 
uppn his meadow ground, &c. 

William Dodgshon, miller, of Bellister MQl, hud a great 
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quantity of com, together with his household ftumiture, entirely 
swept awaj^ 

William Somerbell, of MiU-hoiise ; John Lee, of Widon-eals ; 
and Thomas Hetherington, of BeUister, also sufiered considerably. 

AUandalc^^The wooden bridge at Allandale was swept away 
entire, and discoTered the next day lyinff across a lane near New- 
taough. « exacU, „ if fixed thJb^^Lm mean. 

Ann Bell, of Harper Town, a poor widow with a numerous and 
small fiunily, suffered much damage to com, &c valued at £18. 

Nicholas Maugham, of Allandale, had two horses swept away 
and drowned by the flood in West Allandale Water, which were 
the support of himself and fiunily , in the carriage way between the 
said town and Alstone. 

Simonbum, — George Bichardson, of Chollerford Farm, together 
with his wife and three in&nt children, saved their lives by get- 
ting into the loft of the dwelling-house. His loss was estimated 
at £19. 

William Robley, of Smalesmouth, had the com, &c of three 
firms entirely swept away, value at £109. 

ChdOerUm. — Thcmias Brown, of Chipchase Boat-house, weaver, 
with a wife and five snuill children, suffered considerably. 



BIVER WEAR. 

. Sunderlmd,^.-^!Vhe flood in the river Wear was nearly as violent 
as in the Tyne. 

On the Saturday morning it began to rain, and continued with- 
out intermission till ilezt morning. As this rain was &r from 
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being violent, no bad consequence was apprehended ; so that the 
usual precautions of securing the ships and keels wer^ hardly taken. 
By two or three o*clock on the Sunday morning, they were 
alanned by the greatest flood ever known there, which broke 
adrift most of the ships in the harbour. The cries of the poor 
boys (few of the men being on board), with the cracking of the 
ships, was indeed terrible. All the assistance possible was sent 
by the inhabitants ; but the darkness and wetness of the ni^t, 
prevented many from receiving proper help. Day-break pre- 
sented a shocking scene ; thirty-fi>ur ships wrecked upon the bar, 
and on the north and south sand; the keels driving to sea by 
dozens, and continuing to do so most of the day ; the violence of 
the current being so great, that no assistance could be given them ; 
and they were apprehensive that none might be left to carry on 
their business. The number of keels driven away was uncertain : 
'twas at first thought to be three hundred, sixty or seventy of 
which, however, were totally lost. The damage they sustained 
was uncertain, and it was said forty thousand pounds would not 
make good the loss. Many men and boys were drowned. A part 
of the pier gave way to the force of the water, and another part 
was damaged by the ships which drove against it. Shocking 
accounts were received from the staiths ; many of the inhabitants 
being saved, by unroofing the houses, and taking them out in 
boats. Three collieries were filled with water by the liver break- 
ing in. One engine was entirely ruined, and others much dama- 
ged. One staith was compleatly washed away. This flood was 
eight or nine feet higher than that in October, 1770. 

Eight or nine dead bodies came on shore that morning in the 
harbour. 

Cheker-k'StreeL-^The water at Chester-le-Street extended near 
200 yards, from north to south in the street, and did considerable 
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damage to the dweUing-houses and shops there.— -The mill, with 
most of the mill-houses and furniture, belonging to John Ethring- 
ton, near Cocken, were carried awaj ; as werd also all the corn- 
stacks belonging to Mr. Mowbrays, at Newbrough, the fishing- 
lodge, and most of the furniture of Liunlej Boat-house. The 
collieries at North Biddick, Chater^s Haugh, and Low Lambton, 
on the Wear, were aU filled with water, and upwards of thirty 
horses in the different workings drowned. Several houses with 
waggons, and a great quantity of coals were swept off; and the 
fire-engines belonging to the two former collieries entirely destroy- 
ed. All the low grounds from Chester to Cocken were covered 
with the dead carcases of horses, cows, oxen, and sheep, and also 
with com and hay stacks, household fiimiture, and wood of all 
kinds. 

DurhanU'—Two houses at the end of Framwellgate Bridge were 
entirely swept away. The new bridge, and one of the Abbey 
mills, shared the same fiite. Mrs. Morgan^s house, and Mr. 
Wilkinson's coach-house, both in Elvet, were driven down by the 
water, but the houses behind prevented their being carried off. 
Mr. Bambrough, at Hoffel, lost nine horses, besides cows and 
sheep ; his stacks of com and hay were much damaged ; and his 
turnips and seed entirely swept off the ground. Mr. Weller lost 
three post-chaises, besides other considerable damage. Mr. Star- 
forth, at the &ctory, suffered greatly. AU the inhabitants in the 
lower prt of the two Elvets sustained great damage. The water 
was above eight feet higher than ever was known before. The 
back buildings, garden waUs, &c near the river, afforded a very 
ruinous prospect. Very fortunately no lives were lost there. 
Two of Mr. Carres servants of Cocken, were lost in crossing the 
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river at Cocken ford. Several horses, cows, &c. were drowned in 
the stables and byers there. 

felVER TEES. 

Stodcton,~-On. the Saturday night there was the greatest flood in 
the river Tees that was ever known in the memory of man. 

The flood at Stockton, though .greater than ever remembered, 
did not do much damage ; one warehouse, and two or three cellars, 
with liquor, were under water. As soon as the flood was disco« 
vered at Stockton, carriages were procured to take two boats over 
land to Yarm, with some experienced sailors, who, thereby, saved 
the lives of many. 

Yarm. — It began to rain there very early on the Saturday 
morning, and continued without intermission aU tiiat day. The 
Bev. Mr. Bramwell (to whom^ the inhaUtants of that town were 
under the greatest obligations for the many times he had furnish- 
ed them with timely intelligence, and more especially this flood, 
when, at the haizard of his life, he ventured home, being then in 
Yarm, riding for several hundred yards with the water up to the 
axle of his carriage wheels) sent off an express from Hurworth, 
who arrived at Yarm between 8 and 9 o*clock that night, and in- 
formed the town, that the water was higher at Hurworth, when 
he came away, than it had been for some years ; and would be 
very high here about three o'clock on the Sunday morning ; but 
as it grew very &st when .he left the place, there waa no asoer- 
taining how high. This message occasioned the inhabitants to 
remove their goods. The Cross bell was rung, that every one 
might be alarmed; but as the water was, at the arrival of the 
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measetiger,' not. much abore the quays, no person seemed to be in 
any hurry, as it had so much to rise befiire it could do any damage 
' in the town : But they were deceived, for it increased so fiist upon 
them that several were obliged to quit their shops and warehouses 
before they had got their goods sufficiently secured, in order to 
save their own lives. Some narrowly escaped being swept away 
in endeavouring to reach their dil^elling-houses. Sunday morning 
discovered a most dreads scene. All the town (not so much as 
a single house excepted) lay under water. The arches of the 
bri<%e were quite full, so that the water made its way over the 
battlements, and the greatest part being driven back with a dread- 
foL torrent down -the west side of the town, swept almost every 
thing away which opposed its force. AU the garden waUs from 
Flapper Street to Bentley Wiend, to the number of near 60, were 
thrown down, as also a dweUing-house, (happily no one in it) op- 
posite to Mr. Hartley*s, in the same street ; whose house must 
likewise inevitably have shared the same fate, had it not been re- 
markably strong. The court wall before his house, with the 
gatei^ and part of his garden wall, were swept away. A great 
deal of the garden wall at the Frierage, belonging to Edward 
Meynell, Esq. was gone, and the garden almost ruined. Yarm 
church too also suffered greatly; all the pews from the north 
and south aisles were turned bottom up. The pulpit in it was 
thrown with its top upon the steps going to the communion 
table ; and several of the windows broken to pieces. A beautiM 
little organ was quite spoiled. The water in the church was 
about three yards deep. The main street was a picture of ruin 
and devastation. Six dwelling-houses were entirely demolished 
"in it, and numy more rendered uninhabitable. There were seven 
persons drowned, and (me of the bodies missing. In one. house, 
where there were three people, two were drowned ; and the other 
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was saved by hanging nineteen hours up to the chin in water by 
the top of a window. At the low end, of the town, a wearer, 
who was a good swimmer, saved the lives of many. On the 
Sunday morning before day-light, he hearing the cries of many 
people, who seemed to be drowning, couFsgeously leap^ out of 
his chamber window, and swimming to the chamber windows of 
several houses where the poor distressed creatures were, conduct- 
ed them to a place of safety. ' This was at a time when no boots 
could be got. The shambles were entirely swept away. Several 
trades-people were greatly injured, as they only removed their 
goods about a foot out of the water-nuuic of the great iSood there 
in February, 17^3, which was not so hija^h as this by five feet eight 
inches. 

The inhabitants of Yarm were under the greatest obligations to 
the town of Stockton ; particularly to Mr. Leonard Robinson, 
who did every day, after this unhappy affair, send several cart 
loads of bread, firkins of butter, and several hundred bushels o£ 
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coals ; likewise to Thomas Feirse, Esq. of Feirseburgh, who sent 
his carriages down with provisions ; also to Dr. Vane, of Liong 
Newton, Mr. Dundas, Mr. Tempest, Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. 
KiUinghall, and Edward Meynell, Esq. who all contributed very 
handsomely ; and two ladies of Darlington, who gave £50. each. 
Richmond, Guisborough, and Ajrton, also contributed very 
largely, so that the poor people were very well off. 

Darlington. — ^The turnpike road below Mr. Emerson's bank, at 
Wihston, for some hundred yards was entirely washed aWay, and 
above an acre of ground from the adjoining field. The water pas- 
sed through Gainford, and carried away about seven yards of the 
church yard, with the coffins and corpses ; some of them stopped 
on Mt. HiU*s ground, at Black-well.— The Vicar's garden suffered 
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greatly. The walk-mill at Pienebridge, and about an acre of 
Lord Darlington's field, on the east of that place, were driven 
away. *Twas half a mile broad at Low Consdiffto Cleasby, and 
it levelled quick-set hedges, rooted up large trees, covered the 
grounds above a &ot thick, some with mud, and some with sand, 
stones, and giaveL The castle hill at Bkckwell, was washed 
awaj. The water was above six feet hi^ in William Allison's 
house at Oxenhall Field ; it spoiled the com stacks, drowned two 
of his &t oxen, a mare and foal, and with foal, of the Traveller's 
breed, with a four years old one of the same sort, very valuable ; 
a draught horse, and a ram that cost him ten guineas, and spoil- 
ed all the household Aimiture below stairs; 'twas as high as 
the centre of his dock pointer. He saved his stallion, whicb^ was 
in a stable built on purpose for him, that stood on the highest 
ground, thou^ he was up to the rump in water. The fiimily at 
Slip-in abandimed the house, and escaped with much difficulty to 
William Jolly's ; had they stayed three minutes longer they had 
been drowned. All the cottages in Croft, Mr. Milbanke's and 
Mr. Chaytor's'garden walls were laid flat.^ The flood was in the 
churchy and it broke down and carried the gates away. About 
twenty yards of the parapet wall of the bridge next the turnpike 
gate were overturned, and the gate carried off. A wall of William 
Almond's, and part of Martin Hammond's house were demolish, 
ed. At Rowcliff, where John Dobson Hved, the water forced 
them to seek. shelter in the chamber, where it also came; but 
providentially the house stood. His com stack, hay stacks, and 
cattle were carried away by the stream, but some of the live 
stock was^ saved by the jetty at Hurworth, that Mr. Bland built. 
Part of Mr. Bramwell's garden wall at Hurworth, was broken 
down, and several houses at Neasham. Robert Claxton had two 
hay stacks swept away. In a fine ploughed field of George 
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Best's, oppofldte High Conscliff, about seven acres of the soil were 
washed awaj, and nothing but ^ gravel bed left. 

At Crofl^ during the flood, therts was a very affecting scene 
between a man and his wife, who, when they were forced to the 
top of the house, the under part beingaU under water, they clung 
by the rigging tree a long time ; but at last, the old woman being 
no longer able to bear herself up, took leave of her husband and 
dropt : On which the husband, out of lasting affection, replied,^ 
** No, my dear, as we have lived forty years haj^y together, so 
let us die in peace and love ;'* and instantly leaving his hold, re- 
signed himself to the will of Providence. It happened, however, 
that the upper floor of the house was left standing, and they were 
happily saved thereon, the water having subsided. 

Bamardcagtle,^^The water there was so high that the arch on 
the Yorkshire side of the bridge could not admit the quantity that 
came down, which forced its way over the battlements, and a great 
part of it took its course al<»ig the street on that bide ; it drove 
away the causeway, washed the soil down to the rock, and by that 
means undermined and demolished eight dwelling-houses, most of 
Hhem of considerable value. Some of the houses were entimy 
swept away, not one stone being left ; others had a small part of 
their ruins standing, and the bridge end was about four yards 
higher than the rock, so that persons going into Yorkshire, de-, 
scended by a ladder. — There were no lives lost, ^ough, some were 
in the utmost danger. A womim, her daughter, and servant 
maid, were in a house surrounded with water, about five o'dock 
in the evening ; insomuch, that no person could get to their assis- 
tance ; and, about ei^t o'clock the houses adjoining began to fidl, 
and continued &]ling till ten in the evening. One of the gable 
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ends of the houses, where the poor creatures were, fell down, and 
in this situation they continued till two o'clock the next morning, 
expecting every moment to perish, when the water fidling, they 
were with great difficulty taken out alive, and unhurt. The 
damage done at this bridge end only, was estimated at £1000. and 
upwards. Great damage was also done to the mills in that neigh- 
bourhood, and numbers of fine cattle were drowned. The mUler 
at ^ydifiTlost three horses, and was driven himself fbr safety into 
the hi^iest room. At Barforth, Mr. Comforth lost two stacks of 
bay, seven sheep, and a brood mare of consideiable value. 



RIVER EDEN. 

AfipMty. — On the Saturday, about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
the river Eden b^;an to rise, and swelled higher than ever was 
known, so that foot passengers could not get along the h)ad. The 
rain b^;an the preceding day, and continued that night, next day, 
and till a little after eleven at ni^t, which being the market day, 
many people were detained in town. The flood levelled about 
twenty yards of the park wall belonging to the Earl of Thanet, 
carried a boat out of the park bottom past the town, and about 
fifteen yards of the court wall of the new jail damaged ; also the 
floors of the two wings of the same prison were much settled. 
Part of the side wall of Robert Fallowfield*s stable, which was the 
house of correction, and joins to the bridge end, was beaten down ; 
he suffered greatly by loss, which was chiefly hay. So did the 
. Rev. Mr. Tatham in hay and com ; Mr. Nicholson in com ; Mr. 
Yates, school-master, in hay ; and some others ; but these lost 
most. In houses it removed dressers, tables, &c. and clashed one 
against another ; many lost great quantities of liquors ; the water 
ran with a strong current along Bridge-street, and on the high 
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side of the low crosff ; it alto came down the church yard, and ran 
out at the church gates; tore up flags in the cloisters, and the 
pavement in the street ; two arches in the church were cracked, 
the one with two cracks, and the window over the arch was open- 
ed at the joints ; the occasion of this was supposed to be by the 
piUars settling in the ground, as the water was supposed to have 
washed away part of the gravellj foundation ; several flags in th^ 
aiMes were settled ; two large breaches were made in the giirden 
walls, belonging to John Robinson, Esq. and a wall opposite to his 
garden, with a great deal of earth trenched up against it, as a bat- 
tlement to prevent the flood running down a large bottom called 
St. Nicholas, (where it is supposed there formerly was a church) 
was washed away, all but about Jtwenty yards at the high end* 
Bolton is three miles below, where the mill was carried away, and 
the poor miller lost all his goods, hay, cchtu, &c. and a new cart. 
The miller and his &mily, with difiiculty saved themselves, by 
miiking their escape to Bolton ; this waS^the second time that null 
had been carried away by the water. The mile stone, at the 
bridge end, was removed about a yard, and two other large stones 
that stood about five feet out of the ground, by the side of the 
turnpike road ; also the guide posts were beat down by the rapi- 
dity of the torrent. 

Cfldtffe.— -On the Sunday they had there the greatest flood ever 
known. It was so high in Rickergate, as to drown a horse in 
Mrs. Graham's stable ; and a mare drowned, with saddle and bri- 
dle on, was brought down the Eden by the torrent, from whence 
they knew not^ into a back yard thete. One dwelling-house was 
entirely demolished in Caldergate; and the mill at Botcherby, 
near that place, with some cattle, was quite swept away. 
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Xendal,iH JVatmordatuL^Thejhad constant heavyraina for three 
days and three nights. Great damages were done, and nuuiy 
dreadful misfortunes happened; one of which was, three men 
standing upon Wennington bridge, looking at something coming 
down the river, the bridge fell in, and they all periled. One of 
the men was drowned within sight of his wife and fiunily, being 
juBt before his own door. At a place called Betham, graves were 
washed open, and corpses and'coffins were floating for some time. 



ACCOUNT OF THE IRRUPTION OF SOLWAY 

MOSS. 

BY MB. J. WALKEB, OF MOFFAT. 

Abridged from the PhUogophicai Transactions, 

It is not surprising that this irruption has every where attract- 
ed the attention of the public ; for though the cause of it is obvi- 
ous, yet the alteration that it has produced on the &ce of the 
earth seems to be greater than any we have known in Britain^ 
from natural causes, since the destruction of £arl Goodwin's 
estate. It happened on the 16th of December, when there fell 
such a deluge of rain, over all the north of England, as has not 
been known, for at least 200 years. There was a very great flood 
at Mofiat, but Mr. W. thinks he has seen one or two greater, and 
certainly it was not so extraordinary here, as &rther south. 

The Sol way Flow contains 1300 acres of very deep and tender 
moss, which before this accident was impai^ble, even in summer, 
to a foot passenger. It was mostly of the quag kind, which is a 
sort of moss covered at top with a turf of heath and coarse aquatic 
grasses ; but so soft and watery below, that if a pole ia once thrust 
through the turf, it can easily be pushed, though perhaps 15 or 20 



24 

feet long, to the bottom. If a perscm ventures on one of these 
quags, it bends in waves under his feet ; and if the surfiice breaks, 
he is in danger of sinking to the bottom.* The surfiu:e of the 
Flow was, at- different places, between 50 and 80 feet higher than 
the fine fertile plain, between it and the river Csk, About the 
middle of the Flow were the deepest quags, and there the moss 
was elevated h^her above the plain, than in anj part (^ the 
neighbourhood. From this, to the &rm called the Gap, upon the 
plain there was. a broad, gully, though uQt very deep, through 
which a. brook used to run. The moss, being quite overcharged 
with the fiood, burst at these quags, about eleven o'clock at night, 
and ^ding a descent at hand, poured its contents through the 
guUy into J;he plain. It surprized the inhabitants of twelve towns 
in their beds.-f- Nobody was lost, but many of the people saved 
. their lives with great difficulty. Next morning, thirty-five 
fiumlies were found dispossessed, with the loss of most of their 
com and some cattle, t Some of the houses were near totally 

•The surface was always so mudi of a quagmire, that in most 
places' it was hardly safe for any thing heavier than a sportsman to 
venture on, even in the driest -summers. A great number of 
Scotchmen, in the army commanded by Oliver Sinclair, in the 
time of Henxy VIII. lost their lives in it ; and it is said that 
some people digging peats on it, met with the skeleton of a trooper 
and his horse m complete armour, not many years ago. 

•f- Those who were nearest the place of bursting were alarmed 
with the unusual no|se it made ; ouiers not till it had entered their 
houses, or even, as was the case with some, not till they found it 
in their beds. 

j: The case of a cow seems singular enough to deserve a parti- 
cular mention. She was the only one of eight in the same cow- 
house, that was saved, after having stood sixty hours up to the 
neck in mud and watet. When she was got out, she did not re- 
fiise to eat, but Vater she would not taste, nor could even look at, 
without showing manifest signs of horror. She is now reconciled 
to it, and likely to recover. 
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oorered, and others of them he saw standing in the moss, up to 
the thatch, the side waDs being about eight feet high. 

In the morning, above 200 acres were entirely overwhehned ; 
and this body of moss and water, which was of such consistency, 
as to move fireely, continued to spread itself on all hands for seve- 
ral days. It was come to a stop, when Mr. W. saw it, and had 
covered 303 acres, as he was informed by a gentleman, who had 
looked over the plans of the grounds, with Mr. Gjaham the pro- 
prietor t but every &11 of rain sets it again in motion, and it has 
now overspread above 400 acres. At the fiu-thest part it had run 
within a mu^et shot of the post road leading from Moffat to Car- 
lisle, when he saw it, but it is since flowed over the road, and 
reached the Esk. This river, which was one of the clearest in the 
world, is now rendered black as ink, by the mixture gf the moss, 
and no salmon has since entered into it. A former also told him, 
that on removing the moss, to get at a well which it' had covered, 
they found aU the earth-worms lying dead on the sur&ce of the 
ground. The land that is covered was all inclosed with hedges, 
bore excellent crops of wheat and turnips, and rented from eleven 
to fourteen shillings, besides the taxes and tythes, which amount- 
ed to foiur shillings per acre. 

Mr. W. endeavoured to guess at the. depth of the moss on the 
plain, by a large thorn, which stands in the middle of it, and 
which is buried to above the division of the branches. The for- 
mers told him, that it stood upon a rising, more than six feet 
above the general level of the plain : and that it was upwards of 
nine feet high, of clear stem. By this account, great part of the 
plain must be covered fifteen feet deep with the moss : and near 
the form called the Gap, there, were some considerable hollows, 
where they think the moss, at present, lies frill thirty feet deep. 
The tallest hedges on the land are all covered over the top. The 

E 
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houses are not so much buried, because thej stood mostly on the 
higher parts of the fields ; and towards the extremities of the 
moss, he observed it, in many places, not above three or four feet 
deep, owing likewise to the rising of the ground. 

The gut through which the whole of the moss flowed that 
covered the plain, is only about fifty yards wide, and the gully 
near a quarter of a measured mile long. The brook being stopped 
up by the moss, has now formed a lake. 

About 400 acres of the flow, next the place of its evacuation, 
appear to have sunk from five to twenty-five feet : and this sub- 
sidence has occasioned great fissures on those parts of the moss 
which refiised to sink. These fissures are firom four to ei^t feet 
wide, and as much in depth. The sur&ce of the flow, consisting 
of heath and coarse grass, was torn away in large pieces, which 
still lie on the sur&ce of the new moss, some of them firom twenty 

* 

to fifty feet long. But the greater part of the sur&ce of the flow 
remained, and only subsided; the moss, rendered thin by the 
flood, running away from under it. 

Looking over the Solway moss, at the village of Longtown, 
where there is a bridge on the Esk, they formerly saw only the 
tops of the trees at Gratney , a house of the Marquis of Annan- 
dale's, four miles distant ; but now they see them almost to the 
ground. And looking over it, in another direction, they now 
see two fium towns of Sir William Maxwell's, which were not 
before visible. So that the ridge of the flow or moss seems to 
have subsided about twenty-five feet. 



UST OF THE BRIDGES CARRIED AWAY. 
Ufim the river Tyite. 
Newcartle, Ridlej Hall, 

Eales, Hirdon, 

Alston, ChoUerfbrd, 

Festherstone. with house and Hexbam, new bridge, 

mill, Gknwbelt. 



Wltton. 


VpimOieTh 


XT Wear. 
FioBterly, 


Durham, n. 


ew bridge. 


WoLdngham. 



Upon Ok river Greata. 
Greata, witb a house, Rutherford, 

Gilmonby, 



THE 

FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS 

WEBE PASSED AT THE FIRST 

GENERAL MEETING OF TH£ GENTLEMEN 

OF THE 

COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND. 

I 

Hexham, Idth Deeember, 1771* 

J HE Gentlemen and Clergy^ of this county, at a general meeting 
held here this daj, for receiving informations of the loss and da- 
mage which many of the inhabitants of the said county have sus-' 
tained by the late dreadfid and destructive inundation, and for 
procuring speedy relief to the unhap|)y sufferers, came to the fol- 
lowing resolutions :— ^ 

I-— That books for subscriptions to this charity be immediately 
opened in the several towns undermentioned. 

Newcoitky Mr. Thomas Dtfvidson, Under Sheriff fi>r the 

county of Northumberland. 

Hexham^ Mr. Ralph Heron, Bailiff for the manor of Hex- 
ham. 

Shields^ Mr. Brwi^, Attorney at lew* 

Morpeth, The Head Bailiff of the Corporation. 

Alnxvick,.,, Mr. lindsay, Coroner for the county. 

Bdfird .....The Rev. Mr. Noble. 

Rothbury, Mr. Robert Storer. 

Wooler, The Rev. Mr. Allan. 

StumJbrdham9,„T>octor Scott, Coroner for the county. 
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Bdlingham, The Rev. Mr. Harriaon. 

HaUwf^gtle, The Rev, Mr. Rothenun. 

Berwickf Mr. Mayor. 

2.»That the subscribers be desired to pay their money at the 
time they subscribe, as the objects of this charity are in want of 
immediate support. 

3. — That the money subscribed and paid in the several towns 
abovementioned, shall be transmitted weekly to the Treasurer of 
the county, or to one of the banks in NewdBsUe, on his account. 

4.*— That the agents of Noblemen and Gentlemen having pro- 
perty in this county, and are not at this time resident therein, be 
desired to transmit to their masters the resolutions of this meet- 
ing. 

5.— That a Committee of thirty-three Gentlemen .and Clergy- 
men, residing near to the river Tyne, where the principal damage 
was done, be appointed and authorised to distribute, amongst the 
sufierers by the late inundation, aU the money which shall be 
raised by this subscription ; and that the Committee be desired to 
use their endeayours to be truly informed, not only of the loss 
which individuals have suffered, but also of the present condition 
and circumstances of the sufferers, that the distribution of the 
money to be collected may bear proportion to the necessity of the- 
receivers* 

6. — ^That the Committee be desired to meet on Monday first, in 
th^ Grand Juiy room, in Hexham, in order to get the accounts de- 
livered to them by the sufferers, as well authenticated as the 
nature of the case will admit, and adjourn from time to time as 
shall judge necessary. 

7.— That any seven of the Committee be empowered to transact 
all business relative to this charity, excepting the disposal of 
money, on which occasion eleven at least must be present. 
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8— .That the Committee, or the m^jor part thereof, may, at 
their first or second meeting, draw upon the County Treasurer, or 
one of the hanks in Newcastle, for any sum not exceeding j£200., 
to be immediately distributed amongst the most necessitous of 
the sufferers for their present support. 

9.-»That the books for subscriptions be kept open to the twen- 
tieth of January next, and no long^. 

10.— That the Committee be desired to meet^u soon as may be 
convenieBt after the hooks of subscription are shut, that they inay^ 
when, they know the whole sum collected, settle the distributive 
shares to be paid to the respective objects of this charity. 

1 1.— That as soon as all the money shall be distributed, the 
Conunittee be desired to publish, in the Newcastle newspapers, an 
account of their receipts and disbursemenUw 

The names of the Committee appointed to inquire into, and 
settle and pay damages, according to the resolutions of Hexham, 
19th December, 1771. 

Rev. Mr. Rickman, Captain Smith, 

Bev. Mr. Gr^;son, Captain Bainbridge, 

Mr. Bhuskett, Wylam, Sir Lancelot AUgood, 

Mr. Wm. Fenwick, By well, Mr. Biddell, Swinbum, 

Bev. Mr. Stoddart, Mr. Lowes, Ridley Hall, 

Rev. Mr. Laidman, Mr. Errington, Walwick 

Rev. Mr. Scott, Qrange, - 

Mr. Tweddell, Unthank, Rev. Mr. Railston, 

Mr. Tweddell, Threepwood, Mr. Mewbum, Acomb, 

Rev. Mr. Rotheram, Rev. Mr. Clark, Hexham, 

Rev. Mr. Leeke, Rev. Mr. Busby, Hexham, 

Mr. Robert Lowes, Hexham, Mr. Lee, Hexham, 

Mr. Henry Tulip, Mr. Vazie, Hexham, 
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Mr. William Tulip, Mr. Thoa. Kirsopp, Hexham, 

Dr. Dockwray, Mr. Heron, Hexham, 

Mr. Bacon Wastell, Mr. Sparice, Hexham, 

Mr. William Hunter, Mr. Shaftoe, Hexham. 

At the first meeting of the Committee held 23d Dec 1771* at 
the Grand Jury room, in Hexham, pursuant td the resolutions of 
the general meeting on the 19th instant, 

C>rdered,<r-That Mr. Lancelot Heron be appointed derk to the 
Committee. 

Ordered,— That the several estimates to be received by this 
Committee of the losses sustained, and of the circumstances of the 
sufferers, shall be certi^ed under the hands of the minister and 
churchwardens ; or instead of the churchwardens, two or more 
substantial inhabitants of the parishes where the losses happened. 

The question being put, whether or no tenants, who have sus- 
tained injury by houses or lands being damaged or washed away, 
shall be considered objects of this charity, canled by a minority in 
the n^iative. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

. Made hy the NotnUty, Gentry , Clergy, and oUwn, fir the immediate 

reHefqf the unhappy tufftrers, in the County of Nor^tumberlandy 

hy the late ireadfid and degtructhe Inundation. 

£, 9, d. 
Corporation of Newcastle upon Tyne, - dO 
Mark Milbanke, Esq. Bamingham, - 10 
Henry GiUum, Esq. Middleton HaU, Essex, 21 
William Lowes, Esq. Ridley Hall, - 10 10 

Richard Newton, Morpeth, - - 2 2 

Rev. Mr. Smallridge, Bothall, - - 2 2 
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£. s. 


d. 


WiUiam Cresswell, Esq. Cresswell 


2 2 





John Milbanke, Esq. 


10 10 





Re7. Mr. Najlor, - - - . 


2 2 





WiUiam Swinburne, Esq. 


6 6 





William Wftrd, Esq. . • . . 


2 2 





John Orde, Esq. - . . . 


2 2 





Rey. Charles Ward, Morpeth, 


2 2 





Mr. Edward Ward, sen. Morpeth, 


4 4 





Anonymous, bj Mr. E. Ward, sen. 


6 





Mrs. Jane Strother, Ahiwick, 


2 2 





Sir Henry Grey, Bart. Howick, - 


52 10 


•0 


Sir Thomas Uaggerston, 


21 





Abraham Dixon, Esq, 


20 





Mr. Edward Roddam, 


2 2 





Mr. J. Collingwood, - - - 


2 2 





Strother Kerr, Esq. - - - . 


10 10 





Richard Wharton, Esq. 


2 2 





Mrs. Wharton, sen. . - . - 


5 5 





Thomas Ilderton, Esq. - - ' • 


2 2 


6 


Sir William Middletoti, Bart 


21 





William Charlton, Esq. 


5 5 





Mrs. Spearman, Eachwick, 


2 2 





Francis Blake, Esq. Tilmouth, 


10 10 





Rev. Thomas Rotheram, 


2 2 





Mr. Hunter, Walltown, 


2 2 





Mr. Surtees, Newbiggen, 


2 


- 


Colonel Schutz, - . . . 


5 5 





Mr. Blackett, Wylam, 


100 





William Fenwick, Esq. Bywell, 


52 10 





Matthew Ridley, Esq. 


20 
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Sir Matthew Ridley, - - - 

Gawen Ajnslej, Esq. 
Wmiam Carr, Esq. - - - - 
Sir Lancelot AUgood, - - •> 

Mr. Tweddell, 

Mr. William Bainbridge, . . . 

Mr. S. Clarke, 

Robert Lowes, Esq. - - - 
Mr. Simon Mewbum, ^ . . 

Ralph Sparke, Esq. - - - - 
Mr. Henry Tulip, i - . - 

B. Wastell, Esq. - , - - 

Ralph Heron, Esq. .... 

Thomas Kirsopp, Esq. ... 

John Errington, Esq. Walwick Grange, 
Thomas RiddeU, Esq. - - - 

Mrs. Mary Jurin, - . - 

William Eenwick, for William Sanderson, 
Mrs. Clarke, ..... 

Rev. James Scott, ... 

Mr. William Hunter, ^ . . . 

Miss Bacon, ..... 

Miss Jenny Bacon, .... 

Miss Fanny Bacon 

Mr. William TuKp, . . . . 
George Deleval, Esq. - . ^ 

Mr. John Carrick, Wardrew, 
John Fenwick, Esq. .... 
George Silvertop, Esq. - 

William Kirsopp, Esq. - - 



£. 
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11 
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6 
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5 
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50 
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5 
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5 





20 


0. 





3 


3 






Afr3> Anufitrongt 

Balph Bidtej', .... 

Jolm Errington, Esq. Beaufront, 

Sir William Loraine, 

Bev. Mr. ClarkBon, 

Aaon^moug, bj Mr. Laidmsn, 

AnonjmouB, bj MUs Bacon, from London, 

Captain Smitli, .... 

Sir Edvard Blackett. Bart. 

Henij ErringUm, Esq. 

B^apb Bidden, Esq. 

James Gibson, Esq. 



Sundry subscriptions under two pounds, S68 1 

Total of BubscriptionB received, . £1964 
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AMOUNT OF THE DAMAGE DONE 

IN THE DIFFERENT FABI8HE8 IN THE COUNTY OF NORTHUM- 
BERLAND, ACCORDING TO THE ESTIMATES DELI- 
VERED TO THE COMMITTEE. 



p<Hd 


I 


Paid 




Paid 


fiiUamouni, 


10«. 9d.^£. 


\9s. ^ £. 


£. *. 


d. 


£. ». 


d. 


£. 


9. d. 


Knaresdale and Lambley, 21 10 





1 11 


10 






Haltwhistle, - - 114 18 





67 


9 






Allpndale, - - 10 10 













Haydon, Warden, &c 29 4 


6 


%\ 16 


6 


10 


6 3 


Simonbum, 




19 18 


6 


16 


11 9 


Uexham, - . 33 6 





98 16 


6 


3 





Saint-John-Lee, - 87 7 





19 


6 


239 


11 lOi 


Bywpll, - - 648 14 





136 10 


4 


216 


2 1 


Ovingham, - - 118 1 


4 


37 16 


2 


154 


7 4 


Heddon-on-the-Wall, 




6 13 


41 






Newbum, - - 16 10 


lOi 


40 1 


9 


70 


3 


St. John's, Newcastle, 7 6 





20 12 


4 






GhoUerton, -.30 













£989 6 

* 


Ti 


498 18 


wmmm 


709 


2 3i 



TREASUKER'S ACCOUNTS. 

£. .. d. 
Amount of subacriptioiia receiTed, • - 1964 3 a 

Paid the fint clan of sufierera the full 
amount of thdrec&nBtes, - £989 6 71 

Paid the second desa 16s. 8d. V £ fer 
£i9B. IBs. e^d. being the total of their 
estimates, - - . - 41fi 16 S^ 

Paid the third dais IDs. ^ £. for £700. 
2s. S^d. b«ng the total of their erti- 
tnates 3&4 II IJ 

Paid to persotis under do particular daa, 35 10 4 

Paid expenaes attending the diarit;', 66 lOj 

1860 4 5i 
Balance aAerwards distributed, - 103 19 3J 

1964 3 9 

LANCELOT HEEON, Secretary. 



AN ACCOUNT 

OF 

Ctie ^ceat JFlooo 

IN THE 

RIVER TYNE, &c 

ON SATURDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 30, 1815. 



^FTER a continued succession of frost and snow since the 17th of 
November, a rapid thaw, accompanied with rain, commenced on 
Thursday the 28th of December, and continued the whole of 
Friday, when, towards the evening of that day, the wind began 
to blow with great violence from the westward and south west. 
During the course of the night, the gale increased in a most 
alarniing and excessive degree, and particularly towards midnight 
and next morning, when it blew with all the fruy of a tomado.^^ 
Many chimnies were in consequence blown down, and roo& 
injured; the half finished roof of a house on the Windmill Hills 
being completely blown away. 

During the violent gale of wind on the night of Friday the 
29th ult the hostler at the White Hart inn. Old Flesh Market, 
in Newcastle, experienced a most providential escape ; for as he 
was leading a horse into the yard, about eleven o^dock at night, a 
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large stack of chimnies fell immediatelj before him, a part- of 
which cut his hat in two places ; a few inches further would have 
been fiital to him. The strong flag stones in the yard were broken 
and forced several inches into the ground bj the weight of the 
ailing mass. 

But the many accidents of this kind arising from the gale, are 
not worthy of recording, when compared to the severe and wide- 
spread injury occasioned by the overflowing of the river. For the 
immense accumulation of snow on the hills, amongst which both 
branches of the river flow, and indeed, on the whole &ce of the 
country, being suddenly melted through the united powers of the 
thaw and wind, the river Tyne, with aU its tributary streams, 
was, in consequence, swelled to an extraordinary height ; and the 
rapidity of its course being greatly increased by the violence of 
the wind, it rolled along a resistless torrent, overflowing its banks 
and overwhelming every thing within its reach. 

So great a flood has not been known in this river since the 
flood in 1771 > which carried away Tyne Bridge ; but though the 
river did not, on Saturday, rise to so great a height, yet the in- 
jury which has been sustained does not probably &11 &r short of 
that sustained on the former occasion. The water was at its 
greatest height about five o^dock on Saturday morning, when its 
appearance was particularly awfuL Some idea of the force of the 
current may be formed from the circumstance of the Carlisle, 
London trader, which was lying alongside the Quay, having torn 
up the cannon to which she was moored, and broken adrift. 
Another vessel also broke adrift from the Carlisle running foul of 
her, but both vessels were soon after brought up and secured. 
Most of the other vessels at the Quay were obliged, for security, 
to bring their anchors ashore, and fiusten them up to their stems 
in the pavement. The Quayside and lower part of the Close 
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were overflowed, and amost every ceUar filled with water. The 
loss which has thus accrued is very great, many of the cellars 
being fidl of sugars and other dry goods. The greatest sufierers 
in this way, that we have heard of, are Mr. Robson, wharfinger, 
(in whose death, that very morning, his fiunily also sustained a 
Aurther loss,) Mr. G. Thompson, chemist ; Mr. Teasdale, of the 
Dun Cow, Quayside ; Mr. Hebron, of the Bee Hive, and Mr. 
Vardy, of the Duke of Cumberland public-houses, in the Close. 
The store of Mr. Robson was full of teas, paper, &c. ; and the cel- 
lar of Mr. Thompson of various kinds of dry goods. The loss of 
the others, was occasioned by the water filling the cellars in which 
their mild beer was kept ; the casks containing which, not being 
bunged, the whole of their contents was spoiled. Mr. Teasdale's 
loss is considerable. Many other cellars were also fiUed, and 
many goods spoiled in them. Throughout the whole of Saturday, 
the fire engines were employed in pumping the water out of the 
several cellars. Considerable loss in timber has also been sustain- 
ed ; the shores of the river being covered with very great quan- 
tities, and the estimate of timber swept away, 'cannot be stated at 
less than £20,000. and is probably even beyond that sum. Part 
of this, it is to be hoped, may be ultimately recovered ; the loss 
of timber to T. Thompson* & Co., Shadforth & Co., Campbell & 
Ca, Harle & Co., and B. Scaife, will undoubtedly be very great. 

• Died, on the Tuesday following, at his house on the Wmd- 
miU Hilld, Mr. Thomas Thompson, merchant, of this town, aged 
43. The death of the deceased was occasioned by an over-exer- 
tion to save his property, during the violent storm in the nieht 
between the 29th and 30th ult. Too careless of a life in itself so 
valuable, he was seen repeatedly plunging into the river, anxious 
to save his floating timber, ere it was swept away by the over- 
whelming torrent. He, in consequence, caught a severe cold, 
which ended in an inflammation of the lungs, and all the art of 
the materia medioa was unable to arrest the hand of death. 
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To describe, however, in detail, the severe losses which have 
been sustained by manj individuals, would be impossible. Many 
horses and cows have been drowned, both in the^ pastures and 
stalls ; and the quantity of sheep which have been drowned and 
washed away is very great. The loss of the latter animal is par- 
ticularly severe, from the circunistance of its being the seaatm of 
the year when they ar^ put to &tten on the turnips, and the fields 
of that plant, along both banks of the Tyne, containing great 
quantities of sheep. Very great injury has also been done to the 
crops of com, on all the low grounds near the river, the soil of 
many of the -fields being entirely washed away, and others 'covered 
with sand, &c. Many acres of excellent land have been ruined. 
—And though we have unfortunately to deplore the loss of some 
human lives, yet, when we consider the sudden -rise and fiiry of 
the torrent, and the hour of the night when it took place, it is <;er- 
tainly a cause of thankfiilness that we have not to lament a greater 
loss of this kind. A man and a boy, belon^ng to this town, were 
unfortunately drowned when humanely endeavouring to rescue 
the crew of a keel, which, about eleven o'clock on Friday night, 
got fixed lengthways across the second arch from the north end of 
Newcastle Bridge. When the cries of the keelmen had given 
alarms for their safety, the man and boy seized the small boat 
belonging to the steam packet, and went off to th^ assistance ; 
they succeeded in rescuing the men from the keel, but, on their 
return, the boat was unfortunately swamped in a strong eddy.-— 
The others who were on board the boat were saved by one means 
or other, but the man and the boy were drowned. The man has 
left a widow and six children, and, since his loss, his widow has 
been brought to bed of a seventh child. The distressed situation 
of this fiimily, and particularly from the circumstances under 
which they have been deprived of their support, is certidnly most 
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deflerving of the attention of the charitable and humane ; as such, 
in behalf of them and the relatives of the boy, the members of the 
Union Lodge of Freemasons^ have requested a charity sermon at 
the Bridge End ChsLpel,* The names of the unfortunate sufferers 
on this occasion were James Craig, aged 40, and John Hoggins, 
15 years of age. Some other lives, as will be seen, were lost in 
Shields harbour. 

These, as fiir as we can learn, are all the instances in which any 
human lives have been lost. The inhabitants of many cottages 
situated near the banks of the river, at Newbum and Scotswood, 
had very fortunate escapes, the water having entered th^ir houses 
whilst they were in bed, and they were obliged to be taken out 
by boats, through the roofi and windows. The loss of these poor 
people is, however, very great. 

Very great apprehensions were at one time entertained for the 
safety of the bridge over the Tyne at Newcastle. For the keel 
which we have already mentioned to have got fi^ed across the 
second arch, became swamped in that situation, and through the 
remainder of the flood, continued to oppose great resistance to the 
current, to the danger of the bridge. The three last arches on the 
south end also became choaked up with keels and ice, and pieces 
of timber ; and across almost every pier large pieces of timber had 
lodged, which, by opposing a long sur&ce to the stream, bore 
with accumulated pressure on the bridge. Happily, however, the 
bridge stood firm, though we believe it has not escaped without 
some injury. So fortunate a result did not attend the bridge over 
the river Tyne at Haydon Bridge ; the two southern arches of 
that structure being carried away at nine o*clock on Friday night. 



• After an excellent sermon by the Rev. Brother Wasney, the 
sum of £15. 178. 6d. was collected for theii: relie£ 
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dak Bridge, acrosfl the South tyne, in the parish of Knaresdale, 
was also carried away. One arch of Glenwhelt Bridge was like-» 
wise thrown down. The flood wns neyer known so great at Carlisle. 

During the flood on the 30th ult. the Eden burst its banks at 
the Holm Far^, near Carlisle, in the occupation of Mr. John 
Haugh, and drowned six young cattle, and one pig. The whole 
of his com in stacks, stood three feet deep in water. At Park- 
broom and Linstock, it broke its banks and covered the whole of 
Botcherby Hohne, to a great depth, sweeping away many acres of 
wheat. The river has done some damage to the bridge causeway 
connected with the new bridge at Carlisle. The foundation of one 
of the piers of the fourth arch was injured, and two of the lower 
arch stones were thrown out, which occasioned the spandriU wall 
of the pier to shrink from the arch, leaving a chasm of about an 
inch in breadth, and extending to nearly the centre of the arch. 

On the Wednesday following, a small bridge at Botcherby, in 
the vicinity of Carlisle, which had been considerably shaken, ^ 
down ; and only a few minutes after it had been passed by a gen- 
tleman (Peter Dixon, Esq. of Carlisle,) and his two daughters in 
the carriajge, and one of his sons on horseback. Another of Mn 
Dixon*s sons, also on horseback, was within a moment of entering 
upon the bridge, when the whole &bric sepa]:ated ! The party, 
who had passed it, were not aware of any danger, nor apprised of 
the circumstance but by the crash of its ruins ! 

Part of the east end of Irthing Bridge, on the road from Car- 
lisle to Bramptmi, was carried away. At Gilsland, the wooden 
bridge leading over the river to Wardrew, was swept away and 
carried many miles down the stream. The lately erected bathing 
houses were also completely carried off, and nothing left but the 
boiler belonging to the hot baths. The quay leading to the Spa 
was also washed away and destroyed by the terrible current. 
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■ The Carlisle Mail, qq iU waj from Carlisle to Newcastle, wa& 
obliged to be detained all the Friday night at Hexham, the low 
grounds being so oyerflowed as to render it, extremely dangerous 
to attempt to pass to Corbridge. The man who carri^ the 
weekly newspapers to Haltwhistie, was detained at Corbridge till 
8 o'clock on the Saturday morning, and after passing the bridge 
at the latter plaqe, had to ride a considerable way, up to the sad- 
dle in water. From Haydon Bridge he was obliged to go round 
by the Cupola Bridge, to pass through Whitfield, and then pro- 
ceed by Hldley HaU Bridge to Haltwhistie. 

The very rapid thaw did considerable damage in the n^hbour- 
hood of Hexham, amongst the gardens, &c. It is not a little 
remarkable, that several hares were brought into the town which 
were found drowned in their seats, near the river. Some people 
are of opinion, that the late flood was as high as that in the year 
1771 ; but that cannot be properly ascertained, on account of the 
alteration in the bed of the river. 

Amongst the many severe losses occasioned by this flood, 

I 

Mr. Kobson, &rmer, at Heddon, had three horses drowned, 
whilst going in a field on the haugha. Mr. Barkas, miUer, of the 
Clock Mill, at Teams, had three cows and two pigs drowned, and 
it was with great difficulty his fiimily saved themselves. At 
Dunstan-square great damage was sustained, the sides of many 
houses being washed down, and the goods carried away; the 
inhabitants were obliged to be taken out by boats. The miller at 
Swalwell had three cows drowned. At Derwent-haugh two cows- 
and a pig were drowned ; and the tile shades washed away. The ^ 
side of a house at Lemington was washed down, and much of the 
furniture lost. The water rose to the depth of five feet in Mr. 
Bone's house at that place ; an annual dub dinner was that day 
to be held in his house, and this rise of the water prevented his 
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making it ready. However, by the aasisUmoe of his neighbours, 
the dinner was cooked and taken to his house, and was partaken 
of by the party, who had to enter the house through the upper 
windows, assisted by a ladder. Great injury was also sustained 
at Ovingham and Bywell, and indeed at most places nlong the 
banks of the river. Mr. Lambert, of Dilston, lost sixty-three 
sheep, and Mr. Angus, of Hainley Gr^te, also lost severaL— A 
laige stack of hay, belonging to Mr. Reed, of Coibridge, was 
washed away from the south side, and carried down by the stream 
as &r as Styford, where it was landed on the north side. Mr. 
Hall, the tenant of the fiirm at Newfoum HaU, lost forty acrea 
of his wheat crop, the com and soil being washed entirely awi^, 
and nothing but bare pebbles and stones remaining. 

The ice grounded above the dam head of the new paper mill 
built by Mr. Annandale, on the Derwent, at Shotley Bridge, and 
turned the course of the river into the field upon .the north bank 
of the Derwent, and completely washed away a dose of turnips 
belonging to Mr. Annandale, forming a channel of about 12 feet 
deep. The flood has also carried away the head of Mr. Cookson's 
dam at Blackamill, near Ebchester, on the same river. The 
damage was supposed to be j£1000. Mr, Jefierson*s mill was also 
much injured. 

We have not been able to ascertain the comparative heights be- 
tween this flood and that of 1771 ; the difierent accounts being so 
contradictory. Whilst we are told that at the West Boat, near 
Hexhanr, it was only one foot below what it was on that occasion, 
at Ovingham we are told it was five feet, and at Lemington three 
feet below it It is however extremely probable, that in stoitns of 
this nature the depth of the river varies considerably at difierent 
places. The flood appears ta have gained its greatest heij^ about 
five o^dock on Satiurday momingt and to have afterwards gradu- 






45 



ally subsided, so ihit in tlie ewniagits appearance here presented 
nothing remarkably 

The effects of the flood were also severely felt in the river 
betow the bridge, and particularly in Shields harbmur, where up- 
wards of thirty vessels drifted from their moorings, and were 
driven upon the Herd Sand, &c. ; many with loss of masts, bow* 
sprits, &c. They were all, however, soon got safe off. Four 
ships drifted out to sea with only boys on board ; and a new brig 
adled the Ocean, of Aberdeen, without any person on board.-— 
This ship was at first reported to have been upset, and sunk soon 
after leaving the harbour, but it is now said that she was afterwards 
pidced up at sea, and brought into Shields. Several keels were also 
blown out to sea, with their crews; some of which, it was said, were 
seen off Flamborough Head on the Saturday. Three men were 
taken out of a keel, off Whitby, by a vessel, and carried into that 
port ; whence they arrived on the Sunday night. Another keel was 
reported to have got into Leith. A boat, on board of which were 
five men, upset in Shields harbour, and four of the men were sup- 
posed to be drowned. The one saved caught a rope belongii^ a 
vessel near, and was with the utmost difficulty got on board. Two 
boys came on shore firom a ship belonging to Blyth, but in return- 
ing the boat upset, when they were both drowned : one of the 
bodies was found on the Sunday, near the Low Lights. 

Great damage was also done by this storhi on the banks of 
the Tees and Wear. The effects, indeed, of this sudden thaw, 
have been severely felt in most places. All the low grounds were 
overflowed, and many of the inhabitaiits were roused from their 
sleep by the water entering their beds. 

Ihifhamt Jam. 6.— About three o^clock on Saturday morning, the 
paper mill of Mr. Lumley, situate at Butteri>y, about three miles 
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&Qm this city, wai blown dowiu The buUding extended across a 
vallej, and was in length about 100 feet, the upper part being 
constructed of wood, and brick pillars, the lower or ground floqr, 
of stone. The wind, sweeping along the vale with inesistible 
force, had taken the building at its broadside, and tore away the^ 
entire roof and the whole of the upper story, or drying rooma; in 
j&ct, nothing remained standing but the two gable ends, and the 
walls of the lower rooms. The ftlUng of the roof forced in the 
floors of the drying room», breaking some massy beams, and in- 
volving in the general ruin a quantity of paper in an unfinished 
state* aU Uie vats, and various utensils, &q« used in the mili Mr. 
Orde, paper-maker, of Moorsley Banks, sustained considerable 
loss, by the water carrying away part of the dam, which he had 
erected at a great expense. In this dty, some houses have been 
almost entirely Ukiroofed, others partially; chimnies have been 
blown down* and bricks and tiles scattered over the streets in 
eveiy direction. The roof and windows of the Cathedral bear 
witneas of the storm. 

Sunderkmi, Jan, 4. — On Saturday morning last, at Sunderland, 
the gale was most tempestuous. The chimnies of a large house 
in Spring Gardens, were blown down, and fidling against the 
Theatre, carried in part of the roo£ The house of Mrs. CoateSt 
X of Church Street, suffered materially ; as did that of Mr. Crou- 
daee, the surgeon. The wind com mill of Mr. Heron, about half 
a nile to the westward of the town, got a-main, and taking fire 
fifom the Miction, burnt to the ground. On the river, the ships 
and keels were nearly all adrift, but fortunately, the harbour not 
being crowded, they were secured before they got to sea. 

JD^arhngkn^ Jtm^ 4..«-0n the 30th ult. at an early hour in the 
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morning, i£e wind ro^e to a perfect hurricane, but no particular 
damage was sustained, excepting a large new building erected by 
Messrs. Tolman, Janson & Co. for a spinning-mill, of which 
nearly half of one of the gable ends was blown down, and &lling on 
the roof of an adjoining dwelling-house, broke through the same 
and the upper floor, which caused considerable damage. The 
inhabitants escaped without injury. The damage is estimated at 
upwards of £100. 

Great swellii^ of the risers have also been experienced at 
Leeds and Manchester, and particularly at the latter place, where 
the river IrweU attained a height unknown before, exceeding by 
five inches the great flood of 1768. The loss to the several occu- 
piers of works exposed to its influence is incalculable. 

The Scotch papers furnish us with accounts of many rivers thete 
having overflowed their banks. The lower stories of the houses 
in Bridge-gate-street, Glasgow, were laid under water. Two 
bridges over the Avon were washed away. 
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The following Tract, reprinted from a rare original 
copy, presented to me by my friend Mr* Constable, 
of Edinburgh, reiates to the march of Charles the 
Firsl; agdnst the Scotch Corenanta^s, in the year 
1689. TTie King left York on the 29tfi April, and 
fipent the first night of his jovimey at Raby Castle, 
-with Sir Henry Vane, the Treasurer of the House* 
licdd. He afterwards proceeded to Durham, where 
lie was sumptuously treated by Bi^op Morton. 
Here he received every demonstration <rf wekomie 
and loyaky fiw several days, until certain kvies of 
horse and foot, within the county, were completed. 
Aboift ihe 5th May, at the head of a gallant 
army, the King came to Newcasde, and i^mamed 
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there until the 17th of the same month. On that 
occasion the strongest testimonies of duty and affec- 
tion were manifested by the people towards their 
Sovereign. From Newcastle, His Majesty proceeded 
to Berwick upon Tweed, at which place all the Peers 
of England were summoned tio 9,ttend. The, whole 
had more the appearance of a splendid court, than 
of a mUitoiy armament. , . 

At this. period the Ij^ing bad an army of near 
20,000 foot, and upwards of S^OOO horse ; with a 
fleet formidable and well supplied. The army x>n 
the other ^ide. was equ^ly numerous m in&ntr^, 
but inferipr iii cavalry. .Their ofiicers, l^wevcr, 
had more reputation and experience ; a^d d^e sd- 
die™, however wanting in disi%^^^ 
with arms, were in the highest spirits, and animate^ 
by the most furious zeal. Under these circum- 
stances, the King himself, averse to violent and 
sanguinary measures, thought it advisable to cour 
elude a sudden pacification, in terms most injurious 
to his interest With regard to the calamitous eventp^ 
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that followed, every reader of English history is 
familiarly acquainted. 

Though this certainly is not the place to criticise 
the reign, or to applaud or impugn the measures of 
Charles ; it yet may be permitted to state, in con- 
chision, a word or two respecting this unfortunate 
and misguided Prince. Whatever were his errors, 
or whatever weaknesses he betrayed ; however con- 
siderable his frailties, or however numerous his 
imperfections — ^few of his faults can be said, strictly 
speaking, to deserve the epithet of vices. Although 
not a great, it is to be remembered he was a native 
hereditary, King; and his pretended trial and igno- 
minious execution, by a set of hypocritical parri- 
cides, was an outrageous mockery and sanguinary 
murder, unparalleled in the annals of human kind. 
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HIS 



j)toje0tte0 yaiMStnfi 



THROUGH THE SCOTS ARMY, 



Generall Lasky being aduertised of the time of 
his Majesties comming to New-castle, that hee might 
as well appeare in his own art and luster as in his 
dutie and loialty to his Soueraigne (hauing first 
made his choyce of fitt ground) hee drew out his 
whole forces both horse and foot with the Artil- 
lerie : and the better to expresse the souldiers 
salute and welcome of their King, hee rallied his 
men into two diuisions of equall number rangihg 
them in a great length with an equall distance be- 
tweene them of about eight score which rendred 
them the more conspicuous and with the braver 
aspect to the beholders. Through these the King 
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was to passer Either b^ng come the Genarall 
alighting from his horse (which wa« presently taken 
hy two of his footmen) Hee prostrated bimselfe and 
service beifbre the King upon his kneesj his Migeitie 
a while priuately talking to him and at Im rudng 
gsLve him his hand to Idsse, and eommahded his 
horse to be giuen him, whereon remounted, he ridd 
with ihe King through the Armie. 

In die first place stood Highknd^iv xsomlBMaSiy 
called Redshankes, with their plaides cast duer thetr 
shoulders hauing euery one his bowe and arf^owes 
with a broad slycing sword by Mb syde^ diese tn*e 
so good markes-men that they will kill ft deetn in 
his speed, it being the cheifest'part of their living, 
selling the skinns by great quantities and f^edit^ 
On the flesh. Next were Musketeers interlae^t wiifa 
Pikes and h^re and diere intermix! witii d^me dan- 
gerous short gnnnes inuented 'by ibftt diieir fttoous 
engineer Sandy tIamiUon and were fbr di^ Mdden 
execution of horse in case they should aS^ile them, 
then againe bowes muskets and pikes for a good 
distance on both sides. In the mid-way the Artil- 
lery was placed by Tiers consisting of about 60. 
peices of Ordnance, the cannoniers standing iii 
readines with fired linstockes in tlieir hands. The 
horsemen were here placed on both sides which 



serued.as vmgsk of flankes fi^r the whole Army xuid 
^o forwiurd :4& dbe same ard<er, but di^osed into so 
goodyiy a present f^[^,|y»ture^ with such sutable 
equipage iand miUitarie accommodatio^s that they 
appeared ready to give or talce battaU^, qv forth 
with to have gone upon some notable designe. . And 
as the: King passed, a long they gave such true fyre 
as it is beleeued since the inuention of gunnes neuer 
betto: waa seene or heard, they discharged wondrous 
swift but widi iaf good a method and order as your 
skilfiiUest Bingei^ observe with Bels, not suffering 
.the noyse pf the one to drowne the other. The 
King reeeined such contentment that whereas his 
dinMr. was appointed and prouided at the 31aiors 
i9i^:Ni9W-ca6tle, hee yet went and honoured Generall 
Lasley with his presence at dinner, w|io Mth not 
Qjily gained a good^rcfprt with hi§ M&j<pstie to be 
^^hrffve Souldier but also a singular esteeme to-be 
a most expert and. able commander and generallby 
svf^ of our fii^lish Offii?ers as were th^ lyith his 
M^estie, ^ , 
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THE 

MANNER 



OF THE 



AMD 

MARCHING OUT OF NEW-CASTLE, 
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The Scats when they inarched out of Newcastle 
their Artilierie bemg mounted vpon their carriages, 
aduanced first forth with the Cannoniers and other 
Officers thereto belonging and some troops of horse, 
then most of the Regiments of foot, after them their 
prouision baggage and carriage, then foUowed the 
rest of the foot, and all the rest taking their leaves 
in a most brotherly and fiddly manner. Being 
gone some foure miles from the Towne their gene- 
rall hauing directed them to march forwards he 
returned to Newcastle accompanied with some few 
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of his officers, causing the Toll Bell to bee rung vp 
and downe the Towne proclaming that if any of the 
Towne were not yet satisfied for any thing due to 
them from any of his OflScers or souldiers, let them 
bring in their Tickets and hee would pay them, 
which hee did accordingly to the great content of 
the Townes-men, and much applause of the Generall 
and his whole Armie, and after a solemne takmg of 
his leave he followed the Annie going all the way 
along with them in the Reere as they marched and 
not any thing taken from any man in all their 
loumey to their singular Commendation and ga}m- 
ing the good esteeme of all that passed by. 
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preface* 



Th£ present publication, reprinted from an ori- 
ginal copy obligingly communicated to the editor 
by Sir Walter Scott, and by that eminent scholar 
considered to be unique^ contains, besides the par- 
ticulars of the Siege of Newcastle, some very curi- 
ous and interesting details relative to the invasion 
of England, by the Scottish Army, in the winter 
of the jear 1644?. 

The author, William Lithgow, was bom at 
Lanerk, in Scotland, the latter end of the fifteenth 
century. He was originally bred a tailor; butj 
largely imbibing the wandering spirit of his coun- 
trymen, he felt the most insatiable desire to v^ew 
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distant and unknown parts of the world, and actu- 
ally travelled on foot through Europe Asia, and 
Africa. At Malaga he was throira into the Inqui- 
sition ; and the imprisonment and torture/ which he 
there ^idured, entitled him in some d^ree to the 
rank of a martyr and hero.* Of his peregrinaticms 
and sufferings, he published » singularly remark- 
able account iii the year 1614, couched in the most 
inflated language^ and a good deal resembling in 
the eccentricity of its style and manner the weU 
known " crudities hastily gobbled up^' of the won- 
derful Tom Coryate.f An enlarged edition of 
LithgoVs work was printed in the reign of Charies 
the First, < dedicated to that ill fitted Monarch. 
Cc^ies of both these editions are extremely rare. 

* The crime for which he was condemned was that of being 
a tpy and hereiic^^-^See Granger's Biographicai History ofEnghind, 

f The reader will find a fall account of this strange character 
in the Biographia Britannica; Wood*s Athens Oxonienses, 
ToL iL p. 208, Edit Bliss ; and Fuller*s Worthies (in Somerset- 
shire,) voL iL p. 290, Nicholses Edition. See also Terry's 
" Voyage to East India," p. 58, &c. Coryate's Book, for a 
eentury past, has been an olvject of competition among collectors^ 
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Tliough it must be adoiitted the traveller, in 
seme parts of these adveotures, is apt to deal in the 
marvellous ; jet still the particulars c^ the horrid 
cnidties, to which he inforins us he was' subject^ 
have in them an air of truth. On his retitra from 
Malagpi to England, he petitioned the king tox re<- 
dress ag^st the Spaniards. He was in conse- 
quence socm after carried to Theobald's on a fea- 
ther bed, in order that King James mi^ht be an 
eye witness c^ what he called his ^^ martyred ana- 
'^ tomy" ; meaning his wretched body man^^ed and 
reduced to a skdeton. ]t is said the. whole court 
crowded to see him. The king ordered him to be 
taken care of; and he was twice siwt to Bath at his 
Majesty's eiq)ense. By the royal command he 
applied tx> Grondamor, the Spanish Ambassador, for 
the recov^ of the mcHtiey and other valuable 
effects, of which the Governor of Malaga had 
plimdered him ; and also for a thousand pounds for 
his support ; but, altho' he was then prcmiised a fiill 
reparation for all the damages he had sustained, 
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the eDgagement was never perfonned. When it 
was understood shortly afterwards, that that minisf- 
ter might probably in a little time have to leave 
England, Lithgow upbraided him with the breach 
of his word, in the presence chamber, before several 
gendemen of the court. On this occasion, forget- 
ful of the pledge that had previously been given, 
the perfidious Gondamor charged our traveler 
with having invented the whole l^end. Enraged 
at this base subterfiige, the high minded Scot struck 
the ambassador; or, as he has himself expressed it, 
in his own odd phraseology, ^^contrabanded his 
fistuld with his fist" For this bold behaviour, 
the unfortunate Lithgow, although his noble q>irit 
was generally commended, was sent to the Mar- 
shalsea, where he remained a prisons until the 
ambassador's departure ; a period of nine months. 
At the end d^ the last edition df his travels, the 
author infinms us, that in his three voyages ^* his 
** painful feet have traced over, besides passages of 
^^ seas and rivers, thirty six thousand and odd miles^ 
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^* which draweth neai^ to twice the circumference of 
^* die whole earth/' The marvellous appears here 
to rise to the incredible, and to place him in point 
of veracity below his brother tourist Coryate, to 
whom he has often been compared ; but it is never- 
theless certain that he far outwalked that celebrated 
Pedestrian. 

Besides his travels, Lithgow published a descrip- 
tion of Ireland, which is whimsical and entertaining. 
This, together with the narrative of his sufferings, 
is reprinted in Morgan's " Phoenix Britannicus." 
He also published " The present Surveigh of Lon- 
^^ don and England's State," a 4to. tract, reprinted 
in the 4th volume of Lord Somers's collection. He 
was likewise the author of <^ A true and experi- 
" mentall Discourse upon the Beginning, Proceed- 
ing, and victorious Event of the last Siege of 
Breda; with the Antiquity and Annexing of it to 
*^ the House of Nassau, and the many Alterations it 
** hath suffered by Armes and Armies, within these 
♦* three score Years ;" printed in 1687> 4to. 






In this interesting litde volume the author alludes 
to his former labours, and speaks with becoming 
gravity of his ^^feet footing pedestrially/' over 
difierent regions of the globe^ by ^^ several tumes 
^^ and returnes." He concludes the book with a de- 
lineation of the state of his own country, at that 
time overrun with the most violent zeal and party 
i^irit. On a national question like this, on which 
so much may be said on either side^ it is unne- 
cessary for the Editor, on the present occasion, to 
express any opinion of his own. He, however, 
considers the description itself too characteristic to 
be omitted. 

*^ Scotland, now a dayes, hath no HLslorian, 
*' bravest Wits turn dull. Poets sing dumbe, Pen- 
^* men grow deafe, and best Spirits slumber. And 
** why ? Because there is no Mecoenas, as little re- 
*< gard, farre less reward of ingratefiil Patrones ; the 
^< praises of past worthies lie interred in the dust, 
<^ and future times robbed 6f the necessary know- 
ledge of things past and present, and thus in the 
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** darknesse of ingratitude, the living men murder 
*< the memory of the dead. Nay, and worse, Pen- 
** men now may not labour in their paines, because 
^ of clownish carpers, critics, calumniators, and 
'^ distracted censurers, that tare the life of Vertue in 
pieces with their spightful tongues; for it is a 
more facile thing for a miscreant to judge than 
to suffer judgement himselfe: And especially some 
raw-mouth'd younglings, (nay rather fondlings) 
who being nearly Laureate, after short foure 
^^ halfe yeares time sp^it in the coiledge, they come 
^^ forth from this small commmcement, (wanting 
^^ Wit, Judgement, and Understanding) like to 
'^ bulls brokoi out from Dungeons, to beate the 
^^ feces of the World : Wise men are ignorant to 
<^Aem, the Laiety but lubbards, old men but 
<* fo<des ; and they will have men of honour to 
<< honour them with the first good-morrow, the top 
^ of the Table, the right hand, and the enterey of 
" the doore. And why ? Because they are over- 
** mastered with Art, not masters of it, having their 
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*^ shallow brains loaden with the empty appreben- 
^' sion of bottomless syllogismes, rotten ragges of 
*^ Heathenish Philosophy, and clouted Phrases of 
<^ Paganisme authors, who but they ? and if they 
'^ rayle upon divine authority, vulgars say, they are 
^^ brave Schollers, hopefull youths, and well set; 
^^ away, runne here and there, goe beyond sea, to 
^^ teach and concionate ! Some of which presump- 
** tuous crew I found here in the Leaguer before 
Breda, (I meane of mine owne countrymen, and 
none other) whose beardlesse mouths have greater 
** neede of more learning, knowledge, and instrut;- 
^^ tion, than to dare to doe the thing they cannot 
^^doe; whose names I reserve to discover in my 
** verbal and ordinary discourses." 

In addition to the works before alluded to, Lith- 
gow published a poem (Edinburgh, 1640, 4to.), 
entitled, " The Gushing Tears of Godly Sorrow, 
<' containing the Causes, Conditions, and Remedies 
^< of Sinne, depending mainly upon Contrition and 
^^ Confession." This poetical efiusion is dedicated 
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to the imfortunate James, Earl (afterwards Marquis) 
of Montrose ; a nobleman whose admirable hero- 
ism and loyalty threw the highest blaze of splendour 
on his other endowments. 

A portrait of the enterprizing man, of whose life 
and writings we have just been speaking, is prefixed 
to the first edition of his travels. It is a whole 
length, cut in Wood; representing him (with a 
staff in his hand) in a Turkish dress, being the garb 
in which he walked through Turkey. When or 
where poor Lithgow died the Editor has not been 
able to discover. 

Albion Place, 3d March, 1820. 
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In these turbulent times, when opinions grow vari- 
able, and the diversity of doubtfull reports more 
voluble than the rushing winde ; yet have I adven- 
tured (like to an old practicioner, in Prose, Poesie, 
and unparalelled peregrination,) to cast in my Myte 
of known Experience, upon the Brazen faces of 
ignorant understanders, that with the knowledge of 
my quotidian inspection, I may either enlighten their 
blindnesse> or give truth the glory of a just deserving. 

A 






And why ? because now too many calumnious Cri- 
tick^y being more prone to censure other mens 
labours, then to do any thing themselves worthie 
of censure, yet dare to upbraid that which hardly 
their sinistruous judgement can rightly construct. 
The world being turned to such a crabbed and 
crooked condition, that either they will approve 
what they conceive, though never so erronious, or 
otherwise disprove that which they affect not, 
though never so illustrious. Wherefore damnify- 
ing the one, and villifying the other I come to court 
my present purpose, and thus I begin. 

This long cross'd labour, now it comes to light. 
And I, and my discourse set in my right, 
Which reason crav'd ; for where can truth prevaile. 
But where sound judgement may it countervaile. 
For what seek I ? in what these times afford. 
But of my Countries praise, a just record. 
Which God allows ; and what can contraires bring. 
But man for men, the light of truth may sing. 
Else after ages would be borne as blinde. 
As though our time, had come their time behinde : 
For curious Penman, and the Paper Scroule^ 
They are of memorie, the life and soule. 

Aft^r our li^st Army (levyed in the hollow time 
of Winter, 1644? and led by the Earl of Leven Lord 



General) had with certain oppositions recoursed 
over Tyne, and thence falling downe to Sunderland, 
situate upon the River Weir (Durhams dallying 
and circulating consort) after, I say, they had beene 
provoked by the Lord Newcastle, and Lieutenant 
Grenerall King, upon the Sabboth day, to give them 
Battell; it was skirmished and fought two dayes 
together at Bowdon Hill, March 20, 21, 1644, 
where by the great mercy of the divine Providence, 
that laudable Victory fell to our Armie, and the 
enemie in a retyring way flying for Durham, fled 
shortly thereafter in a confused march unto York. 
To which place (their refuge) his Excellence with 
our Army mainly advancing, beleagured the greater 
halfe of the Towne; the Earle Manchester, and 
Lord Fairfax envyroning the rest. 

Where diverse weeks and dayes being spent, in 
advancing their Works, their atchievements, and 
other approaches, there fell out (interim) certaine 
accidentall Skirmishes and countermatching assaults. 
In one of which, that mirrour of Mars and man- 
hood, Lieutenant Colonell Ballantine was deadly 
wounded, whereof he dyed : A large subject have 
I here; to handle, if time might suffer me, but true 
it is, hee was a Cavalier of such extraordinary for- 
tune (being onely 28 years of age at his last vale) 



that in Germany, Ireland, and twice in England, hee 
became exceeding auspicuous in Martiall affiiiree, 
though indeed he waa best understood under the 
name of Major Ballantihe. AU which discourse, 
and this epitomizd memoriall, I purposely abandon 
till a fitter time ; and so I retume to my forma: 
Commentary, and thus : 

This Siege of Yorke continuing still with many 
fortunate and misfortunate adventures, at last om* 
severall Armies were enforced to incorporate them- 
selves in one maine body, and that on Long-Mar- 
ston Moore. Where the day following Prince 
Rupert imbracing their left field ; our Armic upon 
advertisement thereof, were engaged to make a 
speedy retume, for rancountring the enemie, and 
to recover that ground which formerly they had 
freely forsaken : Which in the end, amongst many 
difficulties and mighty oppoations, they both adven- 
terously and advantagiously obtained, to the enemies 
absolute overthrow, and their own victorious safety. 
The summarie whereof, I now involue in these 
following lynes, as unwilling to imbarke my adfe 
within the lists of intricated passages, or too pe- 
remptory and punctuall particulars ; and ^y ? be- 
cause I was not there an occular Testator, and so 
to build upon the wings of flying report were meerly 



erronious, (the diversities ivhereof being already 
innumerable and incredible) but only done by way 
of introduction, to bring me the more facily upon 
the face of Newcastle, or otherwise more prc^rly, 
to enlighten memorie for present and future times. 
And thus, 

• 

In lulj last, the second day and more, 

One thousand, six hundred, fourtie and foure ; 

On Maiston Moore, two awftiH Armies met, 

OpposM then stood, one 'gainst another set. 

To quarrell for Religion, and that light. 

Which fiu* exceb all humane power and might, 

(And jet the darknesse of these dangrous times. 

Would fiiine eccljpse Grods glory, and Mens crymes. 

But here I stay, lest that in straying much, 

I gall the mighty, and the loftie touch :) 

Then cease sad Muse, retume and let me show 

This sequell stroke, for now begins the blow : 

To worke they go, well ordred on both sides. 

In stately posture ; experience divides 

In Begiments and Brigads, Horse, and Foot, 

Two mightie Armies ; then began to shoot. 

The roaring Cannon, and their ecchoing worce f 

Made Hills and Dales rebound their violent farce. 

That fell on fiitall breasts ; the Musket shoures 

Went off like thunder,; pryde and strife devoures 

The saiklesse standei^ ; the naked sword and Pyke, 

Commanded crueltie, to push and strike ; 

Which been obeyd, the Drum and Trumpet sounded. 

Some here some there ^ downe, some deadly wounded. 



On all hands there was slaughter. And what worse. 

Some of our foot were troad hy our owne Horse, 

And Fairfiix too. But true it is that course, 

Brou^t fiune to some, to others sad remorse. 

Which sorrow ^t ; And yet our Staile stood fiist. 

And wrou^t a passage on their foes at last. 

That made Opposers quake : Wings and Reserves, 

By hard pursuit, on their part shortly swerves : 

For Truth enraged, these Romish Butchers fled, 

Goig'd with Atheisme ; their Bastard bloud they shed 

Like Jezabels on ground ; and there was left 

For Dogs to glut on, so their lives were reft. 

With admiration, that the world mi^t see 

The Heavens and Scots, gaynd both, one victorie. 

Which in them was engrossd, and wondrous too. 

For what cotild valour more for yalour do 

Than they that mannd this battell : It is true. 

That valiant men wotild have a grateftill due 

To cherish fiune : so they our Northren hearts 

(As stout as Steele) dischargd their manly parts. 

Where Noble lindesay. Earl of Crawford now. 

Stood bravely to it, made his foes to bow : 

And left no ground, nor did his foote remove 

Such was his courage, graft in lesus love : 

Then here his badge, whiqh well his worth may yeeld 

A Ldunb at home, a Lyon in the field 

And so he prov*d : where then all happie he ! 

Seald up his name in Tymes etemitie. 

So forward Eglintoun, he actd his part, 

And fiercely road, with a couragious heart 

To fiK>nt his foes : Where in that conflict he 

.Installd his name, 'mongst Peeres of CSiivalrie : 



Where his brave Mmne, beliav'd himielf so well. 
Some may come near, but none his worth ezoell ; 
Which if we had, as Romanes wont to have 
A twofold triumph, might their merit crave. 
What should I speak of Baillie, but admire. 
How th' heavens his mynde, with Noble gifts inspyre. 
For manners, manhood, wisedcmie, skill, and wit. 
Both Mars and Pallas, in his bosome sit ; 
Their Throne, his heart, their honour, his desert 
Where judgement raignes, there knowledge bears a part 
And understanding too : for now these three 
Qrowne all his gifts, with love and modestie. 
For laureat Lumsdale, fixt in Bellones camp 
Procurd what bee deserves ; became that lamp 
Which crownes a Chif tayne : and his &me to blaze. 
Still as he acts, the world may sing his praise : 
There, there, he stayd, and stood so stronglie to it 
Mongst mortall men, no Champion, more could do it. 
Then Gallant Leslie, leader of our Trowpes 
Traversd alwhere : mad spy te to valour stoupes ; 
Where he I adventrous he ! spurrd up and downe 
And deard the field ; regaynd that Delphian crowne 
Which courage fought for : And what worth allowes, 
A laurell Garland, may decore his browes. 
Last here and there, the ground with slaughterd Corps 
Was ded firom York, to five adjacent Dorps : 
The blood lay on the grasse like shoures of rayne 
That fill the fiurres : the heapes of them were slaine 
Like Dunghills were ; that on the wearie fields 
Some fou^t, some fled, some stood, and many yeelds : 
That even me thought, the groans of Rome, and Spayne, 
Were heard the coast about, on shoare and Maine : 
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And &ther fidshood, iwore thdr lesuit plots 
Could not prevail, gpijnst our triumphant Scots : 
The enemie thus quelld, and scatterd round 
Alwhere about, naj ; some in eyerie ground : 
In came the Lord of Hostes, and he prodaimd 
The field was his, or what more could be nam'd 
For person; place, or time ; for he alone ! 
Beat downe the Dagon, Babells Idoll Throne. 
And buiyed superstition, and bljnd rites : 
Within the guU^ of ever gnashing sprits t 
For which be praise, to whom all thanks and power. 
From this Ume forth, and so for evermore ? 

Within a few dayes thereafter, upon considerable 
conditions, the citie of York yeelding, and the Lord 
Fairfax made govemour thereof, our most victori- 
ous General and his redoubted army with great 
expedition, returned through Yorkshyre, and 
Bishoprick for Newcastle, to assist that Noble and 
judicious Chiftayne, of whom now (as it is my 
mayne purpose) I begin to discourse of his, and 
their proceedings ; and as impartially, as an honest 
heart may do, without either flatterie or favour. 

In this last springtydes second expedition, 1644, 
for England; our Parliament then sitting, lames 
Earle of Calendar, Lord Almond, was selected 
and appoynted by them, to be Lord Lieutennant 
Generall of all our Scottish forces in Scotland and 



in England. Whereupon a considerable Armye 
being leuyed, consisting of six thousand foote, and 
eight hundred horse, he advanced for Northumber- 
land, and courting Tweed, crossd the Tyne at 
Newbume. Where his Armye reposing all night, 
made me call to minde, these following lynes, I 
wrote upon that former conflict fought there foiire 
years agoe. 1640. 

Let Conwaj bnigge <^ Armes, and his great hones. 
Let Papists boast of men, and their fled coarses, 
Let Newbume xayle on Tweed, and curse their Tyne. 
Jjet PreLats sweare, the &ult was thine and mine : 
rie tell jou newes, their Popish drifts and plots 
Were curbd and cnishd, bj our victorious Scots. 

The day following our aforesaid armie accoasted 
Lumley Castle, where sojourning certaine dayes, 
the Lord Calendar, with a number of horse and 
foot (in this time) set face for Hatlepoole and Stock- 
toun. Where, when come, and after a promis- 
cuous parleye, seazing upon both townes, he 1^ 
garrisons there, and govemours to overrule them. 
Whence returning to the residue of his armye, 
lying at Lumleye, he set forward to Osworth. 
From which place my Lord Calendar, sending 
some horse and foote to clear the way for the 

B 
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Gatesyde, tfaej were rancountred with the enemye, 
at the tope of the wynd mill hill, where being pre- 
vented by night, and the enemye stronger than they, 
they were constrained to tume back. Whereupon 
the next day the Lieutennant Generall himselfe, 
came up with the residue of his armye, and fiercelie 
facing the enemy, beat them from the hill, chased 
them downe the Gatesyde, and hushing them along 
the bridge, closed them within the towne. Here- 
upon he forthwith commanded the Gatesyde, and 
then the next day he begunne to dispute for the 
enjoying of the bridge, with the fierie service of 
Cannon and Musket, which indeed was manfully 
invadei!, and as couragiously defended. Yet at 
last, in despight of the enemy he gained the better 
halfe of the Bridge, and with much adoe fortified 
the same with earthen Rampiers, and Artilerie, 
which still so defensively continued, untiU the Towne 
was taken in by Storme. This being regardfiiUy 
done, he caused to erect five Batteries, along the 
Bankhead, and just opposite to the Town, from 
whence the Cannon did continually extreame good 
service, not onely against the walls and batteries, 
but also against particular places, and particular 
persons : Besides the frequent shooting of Pot- 
pieces, and other fireworkes of great importance. 
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which daily annoyed the Inhabitants within Towne : 
At the most of which fine imployments the Lord 
Calendar himself was ever personally directing 
them^ to the which dexterity of charge, I was often 
both an eye witnesse and observer. 

By this time, or there about, his Excellence 
arrjrving here from York, and accoasting the Tyne, 
he caused immediately build a Bridge over the 
River of Keill boats, over the which his Armie 
having safely and peaceably past, he caused lay 
downe their severall quarters with great prompti- 
tude and expedition : And so beleaguring the West 
and Northwest parts of the Town, they inclosed all 
that circuit, till they jojmed with the Lord Sinclairs 
Regiment ; Sheeffield Fort (belonging to the Town) 
only dividing them : And so this rebellious Town 
was mainly blocked up on all quarters. Now, and 
at this time also, the Earle Calendar recrossing 
Tyne, tooke presently in Sandgate, the one end 
whereof standing contiguat with the Towne wals. 
Where setting sundrie R^ments there, and about 
that place, he forthwith caused to construct a strong 
Bridge of Keill boats over Tyne (and within his 
quarters) for the passing and repassing of his forces 
to both mdesy and fixed the same a pretty way be* 
low the Glasse-house. This advantagious passage 
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became Tery steedable, not onely for the Souldiers, 
but also for the Countrey people, that brought in 
daily provision for the Armie. The Bridge it self 
(being daily guarded with my Lord Kenmoores 
Regiment at both ends, and a strong Centrie set at 
each of them within two Redoubts) had also three 
watrie guards of Keill boats, tyed with cable ropes, 
from banke to banke, to secure it from any sudden 
surprise. 

Now as for the manner of the common Souldiers 
lying here in tlieir severall Leagures, and in all 
parts about the Towne, their Mansions or Domi* 
ciles, I meane their Houts are composed, of Turfl^ 
Clay, Straw, and Wades. Where their Halls, 
Chambers, Kitchines and Cellars are all one : And 
yet the better sort (I mean their Officers) are over- 
shadowed with circulating Pavillions, more ready 
to receive the blustring winde than the sinking 
raine. Then at last, all things being orderly done, 
and their batteries at sundrie advantages erected ; 
then (I say) begun they to play with Cannon and 
Musket at others faces, and often also tempering 
. their naked swords in others bloudy bodies : wh^re 
courage cassiering despair, and valour desiroai( of 
Honour, they exposed themselves unto aU haasards 
and dangerous attempts: Neither did they feare 
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death (I meane our owne) more then an auspicuous 
fortune, for being clad with consorts, each provoked 
another to the uttermost of extremities ; and some 
of them esteeming of the good Cause, more than 
of their owne lives, reserved the one, and lost the 
other. So also the inveterate enemie, making now 
and then diverse sallies from Towne (issuing at 
Posteme gates) upon our flanking trenches, en- 
gadged themselves into great jeopardies, and our 
Souldiers to as desperat a defence. Where indeed 
they both oflen tasted of mutuall fatalitie ; till in end, 
the Lord Sinclairs Regiment, desygned these de- 
bording hyrelings a narrower precinct ; which was, 
to keepe their falling bodies more safely within their 
sheltring walls, which indeed they constrainedly 
observed. For the enemy within, were more aC- 
frayed of the Lord Sinclairs Souldiers without, then 
of any one Regiment of the Army lying about, and 
they had just reason, recogitating seriously their 
sanguine blowes and fatall rancounters, which they 
disdainfully felt. 

And now before I go any further, I thinke it 
best to shew the unacquainted Reader how the 
Towne is situate, from whence such mortalitie 
proceeded; and thus, it standeth mainly upon the 
devalling &ce of a continuing hill, fallhig downe 
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steep to the bordering River^ where one narrow 
street runneth along from Sandgate to Clossegste* 
The Sandhill {from which the Bridge bendeth orer 
to Gateside) being the pryme market place, whence 
the two ascending passages, court distinctly Hi^ 
street, and Pilgrime street, the two chiefest streets 
of the Towne ; to the bowels of which, there bee 
other three market places annexed. Now besides 
these there are other two back streets, with five or 
six ContratUs and a number of narrow devaUing 
lanes. The walles about the Town are both high 
and strong, built both within and without with sajpo 
quadrato; and maynely fenced with dungecm 
Towres, interlarded also with Turrets, and alongst 
with them a large and defensive battlement, having 
eight sundry ports, and four parochiaU Churches : 
The which Walles, the defendants within, had marr 
veilously fortifyed, rampiering them about, at most 
eminent parts, with interlynings and mountaynes of 
earth. T%e streets that were answerable to their 
barrocaded Ports, and in frequent passages, were 
also casten up with defensive breastworks, and 
planted with Bemi-culverines of irone : And above 
all other workes^ the towne Castle itself^ was sieri- 
ou.ly enlarged, with diverse curiom fortification., 
besides breastworks, Redoubts, and terr^nniat 
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DemQunes; and withall three distinctiye Home- 
workes, two of which exteriourly are strongly 
pallosaded, and of great bounds. Nay, the very 
Capstone of the battlements round about the Towne, 
were surged and underpropd with little stones ; that 
in case of scalleting, they might have tumbled them 
over upon the Assailants : Which indeed for the 
facility of the action, Schoole boyes might have 
performed. Yea, and ail the gapes of the battle** 
ments, were shut up with lime and stone, having a 
narrow slit in each of them, through which they 
might murther our Souldiers, and secure them- 
selves from a just revenge. The grsSe about and 
without, was digged deeper, and the exteriour root 
of the walls, were steeply lyned with clay-mixt 
earth, to intercept any footing for Leddars, or 
climbing thereon : All the Ports about were closed 
with lyme and stone, and strongly barrocaded with- 
in, having no passage save at little posteme doores, 
where they had their quotidian intercourses. 

Tlie Townes maine constructure ry sing, upwards, 
divides it selfe in two comers, the one North at 
Weavers Tower, the other Southwest at Hatmakers 
Tower, dec3rphering two Homes, like unto CsiA* 
brian Females with th^ bogling busks; but indeed 
more like unto the Novaeastrians th^sdves, fhi^t 
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retrogradingly adome thj^r Cuckolds frontespices, 
with the large dimensioii of Acteons monsteroiu- 
made homes. Vpon the Townes Northeast side^ 
and a little without, there was a fortresse erected, 
called Sheiflield Fort, standing on a moderate 
height, and Champion-like commanding the fields; 
the modell thus: It standeth squarely quadrangled, 
with a foure comerd Bastion at every angle, and all 
of them thus quadrat, they are composed of earth 
and waties ; having the Northeast side of one hnU. 
warke pallosaded, the rest not, save along the top 
of the worke about, they, had laid Masts of Ships to 
beat down the assailants with their tumbling force. 
At the en trie whereof there is a wooden draw- 
bridge, and within it two Courts du giiard, the 
graffe without is dry and of smaU importance^ save 
onely that repugnancie ^of the Defendants within, 
which commonly consisted of three hundred men. 
And now to close this Topographicall description, 
the invention, policie, nor wit of man, could have 
done more, than they did within and without for 
their own safetye, either for military discipline, <»* 
manly prouesses, in their- owne desperat defiaiee. 
Of whom our owne Countrey.men, were thecheeff- 
est actors, both for the one and for the other ; and 
the onely cause of so much bloodshed, and losse of 
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lives as wee sustayned ; which makes me recall this 
Italian proverb ; Iddio mi guarda dalF odio di met 
amigiy perctoche so bene a guardar mi stesto dalP 
qdio di mei inimigi. The Lord Keep me from the 
hurt of my Friends, for I know well how to keep 
mee from myne enemyes : A thing now adayes so 
frequent, that where all should stand for amoris 
patrite^ there many stand now for doloris patriae ; 
and declyning from that auncient and native duety 
Pugno pro patria, they iuvolue themselves (without 
either honestie or honour) to extermine the lyves 
and libertye of their Patria ; where strugling with 
their awn strife, they often deservingly fall in the 
extreame madnesse of desperation, where now leav- 
ing them to their left selves, I revert to my purpose. 
The walles here of Newcastle, are a great deale 
stronger than these of Yorke, and not unlyke to 
the walles of Avineon, but especialy of Jerusalem. 
Being all three decored about the battlements, with 
litle quadrangled Turrets; the advantage resting 
onely upon Newcastle, in regard of seventeen dun- 
geon Towres, fixt about the walles (and they also 
wonderfuU strong) which the other two have not. 
Yet what availeth either Towres, walles, or Turrets, 
where the force of Armyes command ; Nay, just 
nothing : for indeed these walles with their pendicles, 
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were first erected to resist the Scottish invasions, 
and yet in vayne, for now we have shaken tlieir 
foundations, and by the same strength they relyed 
upon, we have by the selfe same meane overthrowne 
them, all glorie be to the God of glorie therefore. 

As for the Inhabitants resyding within, the rich- 
est or better sort of them as seven or eight Common 
Knights, Aldermen, Coale Merchants, Pudlers, 
and the like creatures are altogether Malignants, 
most of them being Papists, and the greater part of 
all I say, irreligious Atheists. The vulgar condi- 
tion being a Masse of silly Ignorants, live rather 
like to the Berdoans in Lybia (wanting knowledge, 
conscience, and honesty) than like to wel disposed 
Christians, Plyable to Religion, civill order, or 
Church discipline, And why ? because their brut- 
tish desires being onely for libertinous ends ; Aua- 
rice, and • Voluptuousnesse ; they have a greater 
sensualitye, in a pretended formalitye, than the 
savage Sabuncks with whom I leave them here 
engrossed : And now forsaking this present intro- 
duction, I come backe to my continewing discourse. 
The siege growing dayly more and more hotter 
and hotter, at all quarters, and in all places, as wele 
in the one side, as in the other; then, and at which 
tyme (I must ingenuously confesse) that these 
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indefatigable pains my Lord Calendar took, were 
more than praise worthy, for late and early, and at 
all times, he was extraordinary careftiU, paynefuU, 
and diligent, in overseeing here and there his 
Mynes, in directing his batteryes, in managing 
privat and prudent ends for a publick good, in dis- 
patching of messingers and messages, and in order- 
ing of his souldiers atchievements, by night or by 
day as they were imployed; insomuch that his 
industrious, and vigilant actions, became a merveil- 
ous amazement ; to all these that were acquainted 
with his paynes, and for my part, to shunne ingra- 
titude, worthy of deserved memorie. 

The chief Cannoneirs, that were upon his five 
batteryes in the Gatesyde, were William Hunter 
Captain of the trayne of Artillerie, lames Scot, 
Robert Spense, and William Wallace^ men of sin- 
gular skill, and many more, which I purposely (to 
^voyd proliidtie) omit: And now from here and 
hence, the Lievtennant Generall traversing hourely 
the river to his other batteryes, and workes at 
Sandgate being onely two, he was ever in a fastidir 
ous action ; One of which batteries, beat downe the 
top, &ce, and upmost parts of Carpenters Tower 
unto the dust. The other batterie had bejen newly 
erected for repulsing the enemy from infiercepting 
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our Mines. Yet notwithstanding whereof the 
Nullifidians within, discovered the lowest Myne 
next to the river syde : The which my Lord 
Calendar perceaving, and thrusting a pyke with his 
own hand, through the i*enting division, and to 
prevent the drowning thereof, gave presently order 
that the next morning it should be sprung : Whiph 
accordingly done, it tumbled over the demi-horne- 
wark, dissapointed the enemye, and became a 
shelterage to our encroaching souldiers. The other 
three adjacient Mynes, were not as yet reddy, 
neither now to be imployed as after you shall heare. 
About this some time, September 29, the Lord 
Lieutennant generall Baillie lipon the Townes north 
syde, and near to St. Andrews Church, gave order 
(tor their his batterie lay) to brash downe a part of 
the Towne wall, which in three hours space was 
fortunately accomplished ; where the wall fell down, 
within half a yard of the roote, and so large that 
ten men might have marched through it in a front. 
This tryall gave indeed a great encouragement to 
our Armye ; and why ? because then our Comman- 
ders, were assured, that if their Mynes should be 
dissapointed, the brashing of the walls should be 
their last advantage. And yet this breach was 
&ever pursued, in regard the enemie under th^ 
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shaddow of a blynd of Canvesse, reenforced, or 
barrocaded it with trash and timber. Vpon Wed- 
dinsday following at mome, Octo* 3. the enemy 
discovered and drowned two of our Mynes with 
watter, and the next day ensuing another also. 
Whereat the enemie growing insolent, gave order 
for ringing of bells all night, to consolate (as it 
were) the distressed mindes of the starving commu- 
naltie, who rather fed upon violent necessitie, than 
any other kinde of cherishing or comfortable reliefe : 
Being whiles flattered with impossibilities, and 
otherwhiles tyrannized over, by the malicious ma- 
lignitie of the mercilesse, and now miserable Maior. 

For true it is, that this Sir lohn Marley their 
Govemour, an oeconomick Polititian, more wilfull 
than skillfull, did so inveigle, and blindfold the ' 
common multitude, that these letters which hee 
sent to our Lord Generall, were all read by him 
in publike to them, being too peremptorie and im- 
pertinent : but for the answer of his Excellence that 
came to him, he concealed them all, making them 
to believe, that he would admit of no condition, nor 
grant any safety longer than the revenging sword, 
might overreach their necks. 

All which being falsly and perfidiously spoken, 
was onely to irritate their doubtfull dispositions, 
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and to incense their desperate condition, with the 
deceit of a treacherous despaire, to make them bol- 
der for their dreadful! defence: for indeed there 
was an order condescended upoji, by the Com- 
mittee, some five weeks before their mine approach- 
ed, which was, that if they should render in time, 
and prevent the greater efiusion of bloud, they 
should have faire and free quarters, and all these 
liberall conditions, that people in the like case, 
could either look for, or require. But all these 
profers or offers, were by the Maior vilified, and 
by him concealed from the people, till their day of 
desolation was declared. And now the coppies of 
these intercoursing letters being lately published to 
the vulgar world, and striving to relinquish unneces- 
sary particulars, or any obvious rancounter of small 
consequence, I come to the maine point ; and thus. 
After ten weeks siege and odde dayes, with many 
disastruous affronts, following on all hands, there 
was a parley appointed being Fryday October 18, 
where in the forenoone our three Commissioners, 
the Lord Humbie, the Laird of Wedderbume, and 
lohn Rutherfurd Provest of ledburgh, went in (the 
three Hostages from the Towne being formerly 
come forth) ours, I say, accoasting the Maiors pre- 
sence, there were diverse propositions and answers 
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by both parties delivered, but to no purpose nor 
effect. The Maior ever dallying with drifts and 
delayes to procrastinate time, till they had discovered ' 
our two chiefe Mines, which indeed were very near 
the point : yet neverthelesse (in a jeering way) our 
Commissioners being dismissed after five houres 
conference, and their Pledges returned; the next 
morning early the untimely preventing Maior, sent 
forth a Drummer, to the Lord Sinclair, with two 
Letters ; the contents of one was thus ; My Lord^ 
I have received diverse Letters and warrants suIh 
scribed iy the name of Leven^ but of late can heare 
of none that have seen such a man ; besides^ there is 
a' strong report hee is dead: Therefore to remove 
all scruples^ I desire our Drummer^ may deliver one 
Letter to himself e ; Thus wishing you could thinke 
on some other course to compose the differences of 
these sad distracted Kingdomes, than by battering 
Newcastle, and annoying us who never wronged any 
of you, for if you seriously consider, you willjinde 
thut these courses will agravate, and not moderate 
distempers : But I will refer all to your own con*- 
sciences, and rest. Your friend. John Marlay, 
Newcastle 19, October. 

Now let the judicious Reader observe, how de- 
testable a thing it was to see this improvident man 
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-brought to such extremity, (that he could neither 
pitie himselfe nor yet a populous Towne) when he 
was just uponUhe point of life or death to wryte 
thus : for indeed long before night (for all his base 
derision) he knew his ^Excellence to be alive, and 
found deservingly the smart of it : And now not to 
forget any maine circumstance, the Maior, the for- 
mer night, recalled the Souldiers from Sheeffield 
Fort, to strengthen the Defendants within Towne ; 
but ere they left the fortresse, they despightfuUy 
burned their two Courts du guard to the ground, 
and so retired : Now the sequell day come, being 
Saturday, October 19, (and that day which from 
age to age Newcastle should never forget) there 
were certaine commanded men, from every Regi- 
ment drawne up ; The Officers, I say, having first 
in their owne quarters throwne the dyce, who 
should goe in the adventure (fewest blacks desti- 
nated thereto) they marched away to all their 
severall stands about the walls, againe ten of the 
clocke in the forenoone. Meanewhile the night 
before was the Earle of Calendars Cannon carried 
about, to supply and strengthen the four batteries 
that were to brash the wals, where with the rest they 
did exceeding good service. 

Now the Mynes being ready to spring, and the 
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batteries brought to tWr greatest perfection, about 
three a clock iii tine afternoone, the two most avail- 
able Mynes were i^rung, one at the Whytefriers 
Tower Westward, and the other, neare Carres 
Fo^, or Sandgate Eastward; (notwithstanding 
there were other two sprung here, one of which 
miscarried) so also, I say, the breaches of the 
walles by the batteries being made open and passr 
able, and leddars set to at diverse parts for scallet- 
ing: Then entered mainely and manfully all the 
Regiments of our commanded men at all quarters, 
but more ^ily and lesse dangerous where the 
Mynes sprung : The greatest diilicultie, and mighti- 
est opposition, nay, and the sorest slaughter we re- 
ceived, was at the climbing up of these steep and 
slay breaches, where truely, and too truely, the 
enemie did more harme with hand garnads, then 
either with Mus]j:et, Pyke, or Herculean clubs: 
This Club hath a long iron-banded l^tafFe, with a 
round felling head (like to a Pomegranate) and that 
is set with sharpe iron pikes, to slay or stiike with ; 
the forehead whereof being set with a long poynted 
pyke of irop; it griraely looketh like to the pale 
&ce of murther. The first of the foure breaches, 
was neare to Weavers Tower, where Laeutenant 
Colonell Henderson a Reformeir, and Major 

n 
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Mophet were killed, with many others of speciall 
and common note. The second batterie was con*' 
joyned with black Bessies . Tower, i¥here Major 
Hepbume, Captaine Corbet, Captaine lohn Home 
an Edinbnrgensen, and that renowned Officer 
Lieutenant Colonell Home were slaine. The me- 
morie of whom last now mentioned, I here in this 
Epitaph involue i 

Woe to Uiat breach, beside biacke Besnes' Towre, 
Woe to it selfe that bloudj butchering Bowie ! 
Where valiant Home, that steme BeUonaes blade. 
And brave Commander fell t for there he stayd 
Arraigned by death : Where liow that heart of Mar^ 
Deserves a Tombe, on it, a sable Herse : 
Yet here's the end of valour, (fbortunes thraU) 
The most adventrous, nearest to his fidl : 
And so was he : though well might he hate done. 
For worth and valour, wome the Laurell crowne : 
But this crownes aU, he dyed for Christ, and mote, 
Christ now shall crowne him ; with a crowne of glore. 

The third batterie was contiguat with that dun-^ 
geon of Westgate ; where these two Captaines lohn, 
and Thomas Hammiltons were slaine, with smidrie 
other of our Cliddisdale Regiment. The fourth 
and last was low by Clossegate, where the Earle 
Bnckcleughs and Lowdons Regiments entred, both 
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at their batteries and with scalleting leddars; 
whereupon their fell a fierce conflict and the falling 
enjemye repulsed, both with the courage 'and reso- 
lution of our souldiers : And yet we receaved there 
but small losse either of Officers or others, albeit 
pne had been too many, the divyne pleasure and 
providence excepted. 

Now our men being enterd, and fighting for en- 
terye at all quarters round about, Let me pause a 
while and consider ! How grievous ? And how 
dreadfull hot, that cruell conflict was for a long 
houres space : That truelie it was more than admir- 
able ! to behold the desperat courage both of the 
Assailants and Defendants : The thundering Can- 
non roaring from our batteries without, and theirs 
rebounding from the Castle within ; the thousands 
of Musket balls flyeing at others faces, Like to the 
droving haylestones from septentrion blasts; the 
clangour ,and carving Of naked and unsheathed 
swords, the pushing of brangling Pykes, crying for 
blood ; and the pittyfuU clamour, of heart-fainting 
woemen, imploring for mercie to their husbands, 
themselves, and their children. That me thought 
(when now seriously pondered) their reverberating 
ecchoes piercing the clouds ; that terrible noyse of 
fyrie incensed Martialists, and that loathsome 
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inspection upon the brazen faces of desperation; 
had conjured (I say) the Heavens to confound and 
dissolve the earth ; the earth to overwhehne the m* 
femall Pit, the Carkases of men to lye like dead 
dogges upon the groaning streets : and man against 
man to become the object of homictdious and bar- 
barous cruelty ; O ! loathsome sight of despayre. 
Neither was this all, for our people in. this selfe 
tyme set a house on fire at Clossegate, whereon 
there fell a meritorious destruction. So had the 
whole Towne beene served (and a small revenge 
although it had beene so) if it had not beene 
speedily prevented by the relenting pittie of the 
Earle Calendar. So was there likewise at this pre- 
sent combustion, a Ballenger Boat set floting on the 
flood, full of flaming fire, (by Captaine Andrew 
Abirnethie) to have burned the keye-lockt ships 
lay there. 

Insomuch that there was no policie left undone, 
for the destroyer to destroy destruction, nor for a 
speedy revenge, to bring the mines of mine to 
nothing : Yet now returning to observe my metho- 
dicall order ; in this most dreadfull conflict, when 
the commanded Brigade of that renowned Com- 
mander the Lord Calendar, had breasted and over** 
passed, that blowne up Myne, connexed with 
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Carres fort (where Captaine Sinclair and other two 
of lesser note lost their lives) then I say, they 
marched celeriously along to the Sandhill, with 
flyeing collours and roaring Drummes: Meane 
while and at this instant, the Lieutennant generall 
Calendar entering the Towne, dispatched and 
directed, the Lord Levingston, and Killhead, the 
earle of Quensberryes brother, with their two Re* 
giments to possesse the walls and to beat the ene- 
mie off, all along, betwixt and their passages unto 
the next breaches northwestward, which was ac- 
cordingly done : So, and at this tyme, the aforesaid 
Brigade having attained to the Sandhill, where 
rancountering the exasperate enemie with a bloodie 
salutation, the rest of our westeme and northern 
Brigads, pursuing hotely these shrinking fugitives 
from the walles, to the choaking Market place: 
where being distressed (as it were) betweene Scylla 
and Charibdis, they presentlie called for quarters, 
and laying downe their Armes without assurance, 
some were taken, some were shaken, some stood 
still, and some fled away to hyde their bleeding 
bodyes in some secret shelter, yea ; some sate downe 
by their fathers fire syde, as though they had caryed 
no armes* 

Upon this surrender (the Major being formerly 
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lesser note) they cau^ quickly pull downe the red 
flag on the Casde tope, and set up the whyte flag of 
peaces si^ifying subjection. This done, the earle 
Calendar, having formerly entered the Towne; 
with great expedition, gave presently order for 
quiescing of tumults, and managing disorders, after 
a considerable way, returned that same night to the 
Gatesyde. So, as he was the first lay downe before 
the Towne, so he was duely the first that entred it; 
and that to the great comfort of the Inhabitants, 
because of that unspeakable favour, and undeserved 
mercy, they then suddenly received, fkr beypnd 
their merit and our expectation* 

Then begun the whole Armie, commanded, and 
uncommanded (observing King Davids ancient rule, 
that they who stayd with the Baggage, and they 
that fought in the field, should share the booties 
alike) to plunder, I say, for twenty foure houres time^ 
being an act of permission although to no great 
purpose. And why? because the common soul- 
diers being onely able to plunder the ^mmon peo- 
ple (although they might have justly stretched their 
hands fiirther) had for the greatest part of them 
but small benefite, excepting only houshold stuff, as 
bed-cloaths, linnings, Tanned leather, calve skins, • 



81 

taen and ^omens apparell, pans, pots, and plates, 
and such like common things. But our prime 
Officers, I say, and others of that nature, by in- 
firinging the common souldiers, infringd themselves, 
shd spoyled both their fortunes : for they investing 
themselves in the richest Mahgnants and papisted 
houses, by way of safeguard, had but small compo- 
sitions for all their protection, and compelled Gen- 
tries ; where otherwise they might have justly and 
lawfully seazed upon all their enjoyments : But this 
ancient Proverb holdeth good here, ThcU Scottish' 
men are aye *wise behinde the hand ; and so were 
they : And as they abused their Victorie in storm- 
ing the Towne, with too much undeserved mercy, 
so they as unwisely and imprudently overreached 
themselves in plundering the towne, with an igno- 
rant negligence, and carelesse ommission. And 
as they thus defrauded themselves, with a whistle 
in their mouths, so they pitifully prejudged, by this 
their inveigled course, the common souldiers of their 
just due, and dear bought advantages. 

For by your leave, if a souldiers Industrie be not 
quickned and animated with bountifull rewards, hee 
hath lesse will to performe any part of martiall ser- 
vice, than a dead coarse hath power to arise out of 
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tbe grave; For what can bee more precioiis to 
««,, than hi. hloud ? being the fountaine ai>d nam 
of his vita]l spirit^ and the ground of his bodily 
substance, whidi no free nor ingenious nature wi]l 
loose (or nodiing. And whosoever shall argumail; 
or discourse upon sound reason, and infallible ex<- 
perience, may easily prove and perceive, that these 
Commanders have ever best prospered, which have 
most liberally maintained and had in singular re- 
gard militarie Arts and SouldJiers* Otherwise the 
honourable minde would account h a great deale 
better to have death without Ufe, than life without 
reward : Yea, and the noble Commander desiring 
rather to want, than to suffer true worth unrepom- 
pensed. 

I could in^ce here many examples of in|^. 
tude in great persons, that by their too mudi 
wretchednesse to Souldiers, have first lost theov* 
selves, and then their KingdoiQs, fmd Principalities; 
but I desist, onely lamenting what J saw here^ thf 
recitation of which famoris patria) I forbeiur U> 
touch : And as the S^paoiard saith w^ NeUa b^ca 
serrada non ci entra las muscasj that isj Wheap the 
mouth is ^shut, the fl^es cannot enter in the throat ; 
so saith th^ Italian to this same purpp^e, Assoi $0^ 
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misknowy the thing he knoweth : And the Poetick 
Proverb is thus, 

X)ic pauca, muHa vide^ disce queun pktrima jwH, 
Nam muUum juvant^ hasc tria teepe virot. 

Speake little, see much, leame to suffer more. 
For these three oft, help men, the world all o*re. 

And now closing these comparisons, I proceed 
to my methodical! discourse. As for the number 
of our souldiers, that were lost at the storming of 
this obstinate and unhappie Towne (not reckotiing 
the fatfditie.of other times) they extended to three 
hundred lacking one ; of whom there were thirtie 
eight Officers of six distinctive kindes, besides 
seven or eight hundred, that were diverse wayes ill 
hurt, of which wounds, some have lately dyed since 
that time. And now I recall, that these three 
sieges of Breda, York, and now Newcastle, were 
all of one dyet, though not at one time, and did 
each of them so nearly sympathize one with another, 
in the computation of ten weekes and odde dayes, 
that they may all three rest now contented, to live 
under the substant shadow of an honest and honour- 
able subjection. Yet when I consider here the ma- 
licious obstinacie of Newcastle^ and therei^n the 
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storming of it, I am ravished with admiration to 
behold, how in the heat of bloud, and goaring 
slaughter, they got so soon mercie and quarters; 
that me thinketh there was not the like mercie 
showne in such a case, since the deluge of the 
World. Nay, and (alas) showne unto an impeni- 
tent and pernicious people: When contrariwise, 
the lives and goods of man, wife and child, within 
that refractarie Towne, (for their railing and blas- 
phemie dailie abounded) were in the power and plea* 
sure of our victorious Armie. The which favour I 
dare avouch, may be a paterne to all succeeding 
ages enduring time, for pity, pardon, and piety. 

And to instance heere the contrary example, you 
shall see^ and that within these twenty years past, 
how the pi^ulous and once famous City of Maden- 
burg in Germany, (being all Protestants) was be- 
leagured with the imperial} forces. Whereafter 
diverse parleyes, and subtile drifts, the enemie on a 
sudden stormed the Town, where forthwith they 
slew eleven thousands^ of men, woemen, and chil- 
dren: and the next morning, their divelish de- 
spight, growing wearie of that murdering slaughter, 
mmaturally, and unmercifully, threw headlong 
eighteene thousands of them in the River : So that 
none escaped in the whole City of young or old. 
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save onely foure hundred that fled into a Church. 
And striping these starke naked, sent them away, 
and plundering all the goods of the Towne, at last 
razed it to the ground. 

By which crueltie this famous Universitie, as it 
was first sacked, and then burned with fire, so the 
people were both slayne with the sword, and 
drowned with the watter; O pittifuU destruction. 
And that river which formerly had brou^t thein 
profit and pleasure, was then suddenly become their 
death and sepulture. 

This fragrant flood ! that wont to serve and please. 
Their trade with gayne, their paines with pleasant ease ; 
Yea ; fllld their hearts with pleasure, beauteous strayes. 
To see a River, passing free aUwayes. 
The banks along adomd, with stately trees 
That daylie payd, kynd tribute to their eyes ; 
Where flourie Meeds, round hills, salubrious fields^ 
Enclosed this closure, and their Custome yeelds 
With swelling brookes to help it. This rare Piece ! 
Became more sweet, than Tempian streames in Greece ; 
And gracd their Schooles and science, liVrall Arts, 
Where learning floorishd, Vertue light imparts. 
Yet &tall £lue, was now thy glutting wombe, 
That fed their lust with fish, become their Tombe, 
And swallowing grave ? Art thou sad dismall bounds 
That plunging sepulcher ; ingulfd with wounds 
Hatchd from thyne Euripus ; gaynst Natures tract 
As death had suhimond thee, to doe this iact. 
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No, no9 1 gnuit (this Iomc) their detiimeiit» 
Sprung not from thee, dumb wuHks element ; 
But from these cruell haodsy that itrund th/ strength 
To murder natures glorie, Where at lenth 
Thej sunk within thy bosome ; then ! tiiou roard 
And all thy brinks about, thdr fidl dejiloid ; 
And sought the Heayens, as ludges to «yeiige 
This Parracide, and that sbiyne Cities change. 

Now miserable Newcastle ! what canst thou say? 
that was not dealt at all with such tyranicall cruel- 
tie, when thou hadst deserved a worser destrucUon 
than they, who stood out onely for Religion, you 
having litle or none at all. Then what shall I say, 
but that your descdation may come yet on a sudden, 
unlesse you amend your wicked lives, and with 
Ninivie tume to the Lord with prayer and fasting. 
Ever acknowledging the great goodnesse and cle- 
mencye of Scots^men, so undeservingly exposed 
upon you a headstrong ajid sedicious people. Yet 
notwithstanding whereof, thy sydes are shaken and 
torne, thine edges broken dowi\e, and the burden 
of thy miserie, lying sore upon thy shrinking 
shoulders. Which makes me now call to minde, 
the miserable effects of warre (howsoever deserv- 
inglie fallen upon thee) the nature of which, I here 
involve in these lynes. 
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O woeftill wane ! that leaaeni wtaith and strength, 
And brings the rnines of niine at knth : 
It doth dishoooitf honmir, and degrade 
The mightie man from what his greatnoasc had : 
Then quells the poore, and spoyles the pleasant lands 
Where peace and pleasure, joynd with othcar hands : ' 
Which wei^^t let Tyrus, sometimes stately plumd. 
With Troy and Thebes, both alike consumd : 
Sweild Ninivie, whose fragments nought imparts. 
And learned Athens, once the source of Arts : 
With dightlesse Carthage, Lacedemon rent, 
Jehus, and Bagdat, in a manner shent ; 
Sardis, Syracuse, Adrianople lost ! 
Nay ? now stressd Almaine, with such sorrows crost ; 
(And Britanes He, the Irish bounds, and Spayne 
Where thousands &11, and many thousands slaine :) 
Denote and shew, what tyme and warns have wrought 
That crushd their might, from flattring pryde to nought : 
Nay ; Monarchies, great Kingdomes, th' Vniverse 
Are prest to change, erectd, throwne downe by Mars : 

Like to the rage of the impetuoua flood, 
Debordang from his banka ; leaves slyme and mood 
To choake the fertile playnes ; supplants the rootes. 
Of hearbes and Trees ;. de&ceth quyte the fruits 
Of grapes and grayn ; and often breaks the walls 
Of stnmgest Townes, whereon destruction fiOls. 

^ven so the froye, of the bloodie wane 
In breaking downe the bonds of peace : debarre. 
The links of love and alliance : quite de&ceth 
The libertie of Nature ; and disgraceth : 
The ornaments of tyme ; And cuts the throat, 
Of martiall Darlings ; then casts up the lot 
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Of desolation; which destroyeth all 

That can to meane, or mighty men be&ll : 
So, so, Newcastle, to it selfe became, 
A treachrous foe, when Mends besiegd the same. 

And I may not forget here, how a despightfiill 
jest, was suddenly revolved in sad earnest, that even 
when, the Towne was a storming, there was a childe 
baptized, and a number of thirty persons at the 
baptisme feast ; I meane in Newcastle : And mak* 
ing merrie with the best cheare they had, they 
begunne to drink a health about the Table ; and 
that was, to the confusion of the Scots rebelld, dnd 
knew of no danger, till a dosson of our souldiers 
came in upon them (to digest their confused health) 
with drawn swordes and PistoHs. At which, the 
rayling and jeering Tablers, falling downe beneath 
the boord (as it were) distracted of their wits : our 
adventurers fell a plundering their pockets, leaving 
the greatest part of them stript of their apparrdi, 
and the house utterlie spoyled of domestick furni- 
ture, and with this salve they solmnized their frolick 
feast : Being (I say) a just reward, for such a mali- 
cious misregard. 

Now the Towne being ours^ upon Sunday morn- 
ing, October. 20. 1644. his ever happy and auspi- 
cuous excellence, entered the Towne, a triumphant 
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Victor, and repairing to S. Nicholas Church ac- 
companyed with the Earle of Calendar, Lieuten- 
nant-generall Baillie, and the general! of Artillerie, 
with a few others (for it was not a day for men of 
fortune to dalleye with time) there was thankes 
given to God (by that reverend Pastor Master 
Robert Dowglas) for that our famous, and renowned* 
Victorie. And now to seale up all, the clouds fell 
impetuously a weeping three dayes together, for 
that great fittalitye (as I may say) of so many brave 
Cavaliers as we lost. And with this same deluge, 
the two Keill bridges, above, and below, were broke 
downe, and dissenabled for passage, with the violent 
rapt of Tynes debording streame : But happye it 
was that the greatest part of our armie got then 
shelterage within the Town, otherwise they had 
found by this dissoluing rayne sommersed quarters. 
Vpon the fourth day after the towne was storm- 
ed, there issued from the Castle, three score twelve 
Officers, Ingeniers, and prime Souldiers, under the 
Custodie of our Perforce ; and were incarcerat with- 
in the Towne, as many of their kinde were served 
so before. The Maior, and some of our noble 
Countreymen, were also then dismissed from the 
Castle, but not enlarged, and the day following (be- 
ing Wednesday) the Maior was returned from his 
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bouse, onto a Dungeon trance within the Castle : 
Where now that presumptuous Govemour re- 
maineth, till the Hangman salute his neck with a 
blow of Straflfords courtesie; where now I leave 
him till he enjoy his merit. 

As for the number of the enemie, either souldiers 
or Townesmen, that carried armes during the siege, 
indeed it is no part of my intention to medle with 
them, although they medled too much with us, 
neither with their hungrie Troupers, and far worse 
their hungred Horses. Yet neverthelesse (as I was 
informed) they were but eight hundred of the 
Traind Band, and some nine hundred besides, of 
Voluntiers, prest-men, Coliers, Keill-men, and 
poore trades^men; with some few experimaited 
Officers to overtop them, which were at last over- 
topped themselves. 

And now meanewhile we found great penurie 
and scarcitie of victuals, amunition, and other neces- 
saries within this dejected Towne; so that they 
could not have holden out ten dayes longer, unlesse 
the one halfe had devoured the other. And now 
the encroaching Winter, commanding expedition, 
our Annie was sent to their Garrisons abroad (re- 
serving onely a proper Garrison for Newcastle) 
some to Darnton, Haulkland, Durham, Chester, 
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Moipet, Exome, and oth^ near adjacent places. 
Yet neverthelesse the plague was raging in Gate- 
syde, Sandgate, Sunderland, and many countrey 
Villages about. Vpoo the eight day after the tak- 
ing of Newcastle, the Lord Generall rode downe to 
Tinmouth Castle ; where after a short parley, young 
Sir Thomas Riddell Govemour thereof, surrendred 
it upon easie conditions. The occasion why, was 
thus» the Pestilence having been five wedcs amongst 
thera with a great mortalitie, they were glad to 
yeeld, and to scatter themselvs abroad ; but to the 
great undoing and infecting of the Countrye about, 
as it hath contagiously begun. 

And now before I draw to Finis, I must water 
my muse a little in the Poeneian springs, and gar- 
garizing her throat with Newcastle, I wilLbath her 
old inventions in Permessis streamer fixt under 
that Heliconean forked hill ; where Soron breasting 
Parnassus, saluteth with the pleasures of Pindus, all 
aged Poets, as I am now in my Climaterick yeare. 

Now in this Treatise, tliou hast seen the Mappe 
Of revolution, and that sudden clappe 
Of ever chvn^'ng Tyme, and how the i&tes 
And steme-&cd destinie, raifiverse the Mates 
Of stubbomnes and pryd : and how the wind* 
Brecks downe the talest Cedar, that we find 

F 
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On Libans flowrie banks ; aad how the Oake 
Tho\^ fensd with boughs, must yeeld unto the stroake 
Of a septentrion blast ; Heavens Constellations 
Concurrd in one, to judge these execrations 
Flew forth from steep-bankd Tjne ; what filthie layliixg, 
Brust from her gutts ? even when we were assailing 
Her girded sides with walls : That even me thought, 
Sterne Badamanthus, had their forgings wrought : 
Then in came ludgement, in this cracking thunder 
And &c*d with terrour, did produce a wonder. 
That vomits apyte and blood : Next headlong comes 
CBackd with shrill Trumpets, and lowd roaring Dnunmes,) 
Base stinking pryde quite stript : where being naked 
The shryne of fortune blushd, and blindnesse quaked. 

But now to Wheele about ! behold, and see, 
The divyne lustice, with an awfull eye 
Declaring sentence, punishment, and yoake. 
To thrall their necks, with a correcting stroake^ 
How long did pittie knock, at their shut gate ? 
And oiferd mercy, to their desiprat state 
Yet would they not receave^t ; n6z could they pitty 
Themselves, brought under, a judiciaU dittie : 
But suiferd death to stand, where justice stood 
And they Delinquents, to a gen^rall good : 
Vet in came Mercy, from their friendly foes 
And pleaded for tlieir pardon : Mercie goes 
Along with us to them ; which, when they see. 
They grew ashamd, to finde such clemencie. 
For what sought we, but their desyred good ? 
And to prevent, the efiusion of blood 
Froposd tliem courteous proffers, all to wonne. 
Their Hearts and Soules, to seek salvation : 
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And to professe that word (Religions Lamp) 

Where light and Truth, have both one heavenlie stamp : , 

Yet this they would not, and as hardly will. 

Consent, unforcd, to leave their froward ill : 

Now vanquishd they, and from their dutye swervd 

May sw«ne, our Scots, shew mercie undeServd 

To hardned hearts like flint : and what rests more. 

But practise must the &U of pride deplore 

Which cankerd Natures keeps : But they're so blinded. 

As if disday ne, had all their malice winded 

With stifihesse and contempt : yet for their words 

Sometymes they're &ir, and sometimes sharp like swords s 

But what is that, we have them imder feet. 

And needs not weigh their breath, be*t sowre or sweets 

For where the victors rule, the vanquisht stand. 

Like B^jazet, to Tamberlanes strong hand. 

And freedome thrald, by just disdaine, then pryde 

Stoupes like a slave, the sword must things decyde. 

Yet mercy keeps some measure, curbing reason. 

With generous lenitie, a<:td out of season. 

Yea, sometimes its more honest ; for to saue, 

Than to expide, the vanquisht to the grave : 

What though they bark like to Hircanian Doggs, 

Or bleeting stand, like winter-beaten Hogges 

Yet there's compunction, and reuenge to use 

(Accordingly) as tymes may time excuse ; 

And sealing mercie, with a sworded hand. 

Makes foes, more loath to flie, than forcd to stand. 



And now to close the summary of this tragicall 
discourse, I heartily beseech Almightie God, to 
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preserve and prosper our Armie ; and to be their 
guard, guide, and Govemour, whithersoever they 
go, and to imprint the feare of his holy Name in 
their hearts. And now most good and gracious 
Lord, blesse so and sanctifie the hearts of their chief 
Commanders and Leaders, with wisedome, courage, 
and magnanimity of minde ; that tliey never decline, 
neither to the right nor to the left hand; but keep- 
ing a straight course, in Honour, honesty, and 
holinesse; they may ever in all their proceedings, 
have the glory of thy great and glorious Name 
before their eyes, that the life and light of Peace 
and Truth may in all true beleevers abound. 
Amen. 
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Typographical Antiquities of this kingdom, it is 
needless to expatiate on the rarity or value of the 
present re-print; nor does any apology seem ne- 
cessary for bringing before the public a few copies 
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{Satisfied that it is congenial to your own taste, 
the old orthography and particular punctuation 
have been strictly preserved; nor have I, in the 
most trifling degree, departed from the peculiar 
manner of abbreviating several of the words ; in- 
deed, the only difference I have made, is in the 
size of the page, the tract itself being quarto, while 
the present re-print is, of course, of a size uniform 
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with the rest of the ^^ privately printed publican 
tions," issued from the same press. The wood- 
cut, of the battle, is a i:educed faithful copy of that 
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Printer, 

1509- -1530. 

Richard Fawkes (Faques, or Fakes), who 
printed the original, firpm which the following 
pages are copied, is thought by Bagford, in his 
M,S. Memoranda, to have been a foreigner, and to 
have planted in the monastery of Syon ; while one 
Myghell Fawkes printed in conjunction with Robert 
Copland in 15S5. There is a greater probability 
in the supposition that Fawkes was a relation of 
William Faques, the king's printer. Few of his 
books exhibit the same skilfulness of execution as 
do those of this latter printer. * However that be 
(adds Herbert), Mr. Thomas Wilson, of Leeds, in 
Yorkshire, in a letter to Mr. Ames, dated April 2, 
1751, informed him that Richard Fawkes, printer, 
was second son of John Fawkes, of Famley Hall, 
Esq. in the said county ; and that in a pedigree he 
has, of that family, he is called printer of London.' 
Time has ^lu'ed very few of his publicationei, aiid 
his books may be treasured among the rarities of 
the typographical art. T. F* Dibdin. 



The Battle of Floddon, in Northumberland, was 
fought the 9th of September, 1513, being the fifth 
year of King Henry the 8th (who, with a great 
army, was then before Terouen in France) between 
Thomas Howard, Earl, of Surry, commander in 
chief of the English forces, and James the 4th, 
King of Scots, with an inferior army of 15,000 
men, who were entirely routed with great slaughter, 
and their heroic sovereign left dead on the field. 
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The &vourable manner in which the Ixlitor's 
two former publications, relating to the Town of 
Newcastle in the tiine of Charles the First, were 
received, has induced him to offer the following 
Reprint, in continuadon of the subject, and as an 
important elucidation of historical events, connected 
with a very interesting period of our history. The 
original Tract, which is extremely rare, is. in the 
possession of the Editor's friend, Mr. Adamson, 
who kindly lent it for the present purpose. 

Our good townsmen — however eager, at other 
times, for << undeserved distinctions''-*on the pre- 
sent occasion' seem to have displayed the most 



VI PREFACE* 

undaunted courage, in their hazardous demonstra- 
tions of loyalty. Disdaining every entreaty of their 
assailants — and equally r^;ardless of all their threats 
— they determined to stand a si^e ; and it was not 
until all further resistance became useless, that the 
soldiers of the garrison forsook the walls, and left 
the enemy masters of the town. In this extremity 
the intrepid mayor and gallant governor, with some 
others who had been most resolute for the defence, 
betook themselves to the castle; but being unable 
to hold out, they were soon obliged to surrender^^ 
and, what is more painful tp relate, were afterwards 
persecuted with a spirit of revenge highly unbe- 
coming a generous conqueror, though attempted to 
be palliated in the present publication. 

Albion Place, 2id Feb. 1825. 



TRUE AND IMPARTIALL RELATION 



OF 



Ct)e Calling of Heto^Cacitle. 



JN o Faire meanes were une&sayed to invite the 
Towne of New-Castle, for their owne safety to sur- 
render themselves into the obedience of King, and 
Parliament, as may appeare by these two Letters; 
The one published from the Committees of both 
Kingdomes, The other private from a well-wisher 
to the Towne of Newcastle. 



A LETTER 

FROM THE COMMITTEE OF BOTH KINGDOMES TO 

THE MAJOR, ALDERMEN, BURGE8SES, AND 

COMMON COUNCELL OF THE TOWNE 

OF NEWCASTLE. 

The answers you have returned to the severall 
letters you formerly received from those now in the 
service of the King and Parliament, sufficiently 
manifest and declare to all the world, your evil dis- 
positions and affections to their affaires, and your 
hands may one day rise up against you in judgment, 
if you prevent it not. But that no honest ways, or 
lawfuU means may be left unassayed for the good of 
the Town (if the Lord please to open the eyes of 
the inhabitants to see what is for his glory, and 
their own weale) We the Committees of both King- 
domes have thought fit once more to incite you for 
your own benefit to treat about that love and obe- 
dience which you seem to say in your last to the 
Lord Generall his Excellencie, you declare to all 
the world, you beare to King and Parliament; to 
which triall and test we doe now the more earnestly 
incite you, to the end the further effusion of Chris- 
tian blood may be prevented, & a right under- 
standing among those that seem to make profession 



at least as you doe of one and the same ends ob- 
tained. And because we have /seen by experience, 
you have heretofore trusted to rotten reeds and 
broken staves (and peradventure some amongst 
you may perswade with you to doe so still) not 
trusting onely to your owne strength within, but 
also relying upon others without your walls who 
may fail you if you lean upon them, and in your 
greatest confidence utterly deceive you; and by 
that means bring you suddenly to ruine. Consi- 
der sadly of your present condition, and though it 
should please God to give you his grace to doe as 
true hearted Englishmen, loyjdl and faithfull to the 
Crown of England, and the true Religion therein 
professed, ought to doe; yet endeavour to acquit 
your selves like rationall men, which is the last 
advice in this kind you are like to receive from us 
your friends, if you hearken to our advice. 

Signed in the name, and by the warrant of the 
Committe of both Kingdomes, Sic subscribitur 
Sinclare W. Armyne. Dated Elswick, 7. Sep- 
tember 1644. Directed to the Major, Aldermen, 
Common-conncell, and Burgesses of the Town of 
Newcastle. 
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A LETTER 

VROM A WELL-WISHER TO THE TOWN 

OF NEW-CASTLE, 

WHEREOF MAMT COPIES WERE CAST OVER THE WALLS, 

THAT TBE7 MIGHT COME IKTO THE HANDS 

or THE INHABITANTS. 

I HAVE been still silent, waiting when you should 
have taken some course for your owne happinesse, 
But now seeing your destruction even ripe, if not 
timously prevented, I could not but give you faire 
warning, and desire you both Citizens, and Soul- 
diers, for the preservation of your Towne, the 
safety of your Persons, Estates, and Families, to 
think upon some way, of a speedy Accommodation, 
and no question you shall meet with a very favour- 
able hearing. It is no more wisdome, nor Honour, 
but extreame madnesse, any longer to hold out, 
when the danger is present and certaine ; and when 
all your hopes of reliefe have now failed you. 

But when all these waves could nothing prevaile 
against the obstinacy of the Enemy, The Army 
having endured much hard-ship with patience, and 
the Mines and Batteries being in readinesse; It 
was resolved without further losse of time, to send 
in this Summons. 



A COPY OF THE SUMMONS 

SENT TO THE MAIOR, ALDERMEN, AND COMMON- 

COUNCELL OF THE TOWNE OF 

NEW-CASTLE. 

We Alexander, Earl of Leven, Lord Generall 
of the Scottish Armies, That it may bee m6re 
manifest, and appeare to all men how exceedingly 
we desire you to prevent those evills, which cannot 
be longer avoided ; Notwithstanding you have been 
formerly invited by our severall Letters in all faire 
manner, to think on those wayes, which might 
conduce most to your well-fare. Doe by these 
presents require, and summon you, to give up and 
surrender the Towne of New-Castle to us, to be 
kept for the use of King and Parliament; That 
Citizens, and Souldiers may be safe, and the 
Towne being preserved from ruine, may enjoy the 
fruits of setled Peace, whereof other Townes redu- 
ced to the same just obedience, doe now liberally 
taste. You are- likewise earnestly desired by no 
means to conceale this our last offer, and warning 
from the Citizens, and Souldiers ; As you will be 
answerable to God and these whom it may con- 
cerne. If in these things you faile, you may then 
expect the extremities of warre, And wee professe 
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our selves, and the Army under our conduct to be 
altogether free, and innocent of ivhatsoever blood- 
shed, and other Calamities may ensue through your 
obstinacy. Hereto we expect a present Answer. 
Given under my hand at Elsweeke before New- 
Castle, 14. October, 1644. 

Leven. 



THE ANSWER 

OF THE TOWNE OF NEW-CASTLE, TO THE 
SUMMONS, OCTOBER THE 15. 

MY LORD, 

Wee have received your Letter wherein you re- 
quire and Summon us to give up and surrender the 
Towne as you say, for the use of King and Parlia^ 
ment : alleadging diverse reasons mixt with threats 
to move us thereunto, all which we have well 
weighed and considered, and as formerly, so now 
return this Answer, that wee declare to vou and all 
the world, that we keep this Town for the use of 
his Majesty, and that wee have full Power and 
Authority from his Majesty so to doe; and if eithef 
you, or any other can shew us better or later war- 
rant from his Majesty, we will submit. And al- 
though wee neither dare noi* will acknowledge that 



disloyalty to our lawlull ICing (which you call 
reducing to just obedience) is the way to preserve 
us from Ruine, and to enjoy the fruits of a setled 
Peace ; yet, that you and all the world may see we 
desire to shunne the efiusion of Christian blood; 
We desire you send us in writing upon what termes 
and conditions you would have us deliver up the 
Towne, and then we shall return you a further 
Answer (which we hope will be satisfactory) and if 
this will not give you content, proceed and prosper 
as your cause requires, and let the blood that is, or 
shall be spilt, lye upon their soules and consciences 
that deserve it, and if we be the fault, Let this sub* 
scribed under our hands testify against us. 

NeM^castle Octob, 15. 164-4, 
lo. Marlay, ' Leonard Carr. 

Nicholas Cole. Robort Shafto. 

Thomas Liddell. Iamcs Cole. « 

Thomas Riddel. Mar: Milbanke. 

Richard Tempest. Cuthb: Carre. 

Alexander Davison. Edward Stote. 
Francis Bones. Thomas Blenkinsope. 

Ralph Cole. Samuel Cocke. 

Matsin. Gabriel Rqbson. 

Thomas Maddison. James Harrop. 
Anthony Richardson. Io: Blackburne. 
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Henry Rowcastle. Iohn Robson. 

Thomas Clarke. Iames Armestrange. 

Charles Clarke. Anthony Yonger. 

William Cooke. William Archbald. 

THE LORD GENERALL HIS REPLY 

TO THE FORMER ANSWER, OCTOB. 15. 
RIGHT WORSHIPFULL, 

Wee have received your Answer to-^ur last^ 
wherein as in all our former Letters, we conceive 
we have used no threats, but faire, and peaceable 
expressions, such as can be in differences of this 
nature; But that our constant desire to shun the 
effusion of Christian blood, may more and more 
appeare to you and all the world. We doe again 
desire, without aiiy further delay, that Hostages 
may be sent from either side, and judicious men 
appointed to treat, on such termes and conditions, 
as may put an happy end to the businesse, and to 
meet in such a place betwixt the Towne and the 
Camp, or within the Towne as shall bee thought 
fitting by you, hereto we expect your Answer, and 
remain your loving Friend, 

LEVEN, Elswick, Octob. 15. 
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THE ANSWER 

OF THE TOW.NE OF NEWCASTLE, OCTOB. 16. 
MY LORD, 

We received your second letter, directed as the 
former, and upon good consideration we could have 
wisht (that according to our desires in our former 
leter) you would have sent in writ the conditions and 
termes you desire the Town upon, that we might 
altogether have considered & condescended to what 
had bin most fitting and convenient for us to grant, 
but since you like not that course, but desire host- 
ages may be s^nt, and some appointed to meet & 
treat at a place convenient : We must acknowledge 
and confesse that we doe not bold that power in us, 
to grant, as Major, Aldermen, and Common coun- 
sell, but solely to be in Master Major as he is Go- 
vernour of the military affaires, who we find very 
willing to condescend to any thing that may tend to 
the honour of His Majeste, the welfare of Newcastle, 
and the shunning effusion of blood ; if you please 
(to write unto him for that purpose) and so wishing 
a happy and honest peace in all his Majesties Do- 
minions, we rest. 

Your loving friends, 

Newcastle 16. Octob. 1644. 
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John Marlat. 
Nicholas Cole. 
Thomas Riddell. 
Thomas Riddell. 
Richard Tempest. 
Alex. Davtson. 
Francis Bones. 
Ralph Cole. 
Leonard Carre. 
Robert Shafto. 
James Cole. 
CuTHB. Carre. 
Edward Stote. 
Samuel Coof. 



Anthony Richardson. 
Thomas Maddison. 
Hen. Roucastle. 
John Blackburne. 
William Robson. 
Thomas Clarke. 
Anthony Younger. 
Charles Clarke. 
William Cooke. 
Gabriel Robson. 
William Armstrong. 
Thomas Blenkinsop. 
William Archbald. 
John Harrigate. 
WiL. Lerop. 



to which 

THIS REPLY 

WAS sent from his excellency, octob. 16. 

right worshipfull, 
I Conceived for your further exoneration it had 
been most fitting to write to your selves as Master 
Major, and the Aldermen and Common-counsell of 
the Town : but now since I understand by them- 
selves, that the power is solely in you, as Governouir 
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of the Military a&ires, I will apply my selfe to your 
owne way, and shall here repeat my former desires, 
that Hostages may be sent, and a place appointed 
without further delay, to meet and treat on such 
things as may most tend to the honour of His Ma- 
jesty, and the welfare of Newcastle, being alwayes 
most willing to shun the occasions of effusion of 
blood. Hereto we expect your answer to-morrow 
before ten o'clocke ; and that you will likewise make 
known to us the names and qualities of your Host- 
ages, and such as you think fit to nominate to treat, 
and the place appointed for meeting, according as 
our Commissioners shall be in readinesse against the 
same time. Thus I remaine your loving friend 

LEVEN. 
Elsweek before Newcastle, Oct. 16. 

WHICH RECEIVED 

THIS ANSWER FROM THE MAJOR. 

OCTOBER 17. 
MY LORD, 

I Received your letter so late, that I was forced to 
keepe your Drummer all night, find I am very glad 
to see that you and I aime both at one end, which 
is His Majesties honour, Newcastles welfare, and 
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the avoyding effusion of bloody and I wish those that 
treat may be of the same mind ; but whereas you 
desire me to name Hostages and men to treat ; I 
desire you to name yours, and I shall sute them as 
well as I can ; for you know there is no Noble-men 
with me, but two of your owne Countrymen, yet we 
have Knights and other men of good esteem ; I shall 
also desire that there may be but three appointed to 
treat, and each to bring but one man, and know 
what guard you will send with your hostages, that 
I ma}^ send the like, the place of exchange, and that 
the treaty may be at Newcastle, and when I know 
your mind in these things, we shall appoint the 
time of meeting, and if we hold close and sincerely 
to those ends by you proposed, I doubt not but God 
will blesse our endeavours and set us at peace, and 
I hope in his good time, these distracted King- 
domes; which that it may be, shall be the daily 
prayer of 

Your loving friend 

JOHN MARLAY. 
Newcastle 17. Oct. 164.4.. 



13 



WHERETO THIS ANSWER 

WAS RETURNED FROM HIS EXCELLENCE, OCTOB. 17. 
RIGHT WORSHIPFULL, 

I Have received your letter, and that the businesse 
may the sooner be brought to a period, I have ap- 
pointed Sir Adam Hepburne of Humby, the Trea- 
surer of our Army, Sir David Hoom Colonell, and 
John Rutherford, with a Secretary, and each of 
them a servant to attend them, to treat with such 
persons as you shall be pleased to nominate within 
the Town of Newcastle, and do not conceive any 
necessity of guards to be sent with the Hostages, 
excq)t onely one OflScer, to receive them at the 
Green-field, on the north side of the great sconse, 
betwixt it and our line ; and I shall herewith also 
desire that twelve of the clocke may be appoint- 
ed the time of meeting, and that by this Drum- 
mer you may send hither a note of the names of 
such persons as you intend to appoint for hostages, 
to be exchanged at the time and place above men- 
tioned : an happy conclusion of the treaty is the de- 
sire of 

Your loving friend, 

LEVEN. 
Elsweek before Newcastle, Oct. 18. 
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WHICH HAD 

THIS REPLY FROM THE MAJOR, 

OCTOBER 17. 
MY LORD, 

I Have received your letter^ and doe approve of 
those men you name to treat, being all strangers to 
me; and likewise that there is no necessity of a 
guard, onely one Officer to meet them at the place 
appointed ; but you desire that the meeting may be 
at twelve of the clock, and that I will send the 
names of those I intend to appoint as hostages, to 
be exchanged at the time and place above men- 
tioned, which is impossible; for I received your 
letter halfe an houre after twelve, and certainly you 
meane not twelve at night; but I will keepe pro- 
mise, and to that purpose, this night I will send 
you the, names of the hostages I intend to send to 
the place appointed, and the time to be to morrow 
at nine of the clocke in the forenoone ; as foi^ those 
that are to treat, I intend to supply the place of one 
my selfe, and shall send you the names of the rest: 
and so wishing a happy end to these and all the 
troubles of his Majesties Dominions, I rest 

Your loving friend, 

JOHN MARLAY. 

Newcastle, 17 Octob. 1644. 
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THEREAFTER 

THE MAJOR SENT THIS LETTER 

THE SAME* DAY, OCTOB. 1?. 
MY LORD, 

According to promise I send you the names of 
the hostages, and of those appointed to treat, and 
shall keep the time and place mentioned in my for- 
mer letter, and have set downe their names here- 
under. I will say no more, but desire that during 
the time of the treaty, these courses may be holden 
which are accustomed in warre ; and so I rest, 

Your loving friend, 

JOHN MARLAY. 
Newcastle 17. 

GENTLEMEN APPOINTED FOR THE TREATY. 

Sir John Marlay, Knight, and Govemoun 

Sir Nicolas Cole, Knight Baronet. 

Sir George Baker, Knight: and a Secretary. 

HOSTAGES. 

CoUonell Charles Brandling. 

Lievtenant Coll. Thomas Davieson. 

Capt. Cuthbert Carr, late Sheriffe of Newca. 
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The businesse being now advanced to a Treaty, 
after many shiftings and delayes ; the Commission- 
ers from his Excellency went into the Towne, with 
great desires of the safety thereof, and upright in- 
tentions to bring all matters to a peaceable close ; 
and the Hostages came out to the Sandgate : but 
truly the time appointed for Treaty was very im- 
profitably spent ; they would not su£Per any propo- 
sitions to be put in writ, but used high and intoUer- 
able expressions against the power of Parliament, 
and their own power to stand out, and nothing ap- 
pertaining to the businesse of that meeting. And 
after three or foure houres debate, all they would re- 
solve upon, was to send out Propositions to the 
Lord General within two or three dayes; and in 
the meane time declared, that what ever should be 
the conditions of their agreement, they would 
onely give Hostages to render the Towne after 
twenty dayes, if reliefe came not. Whereupon 
the Scottish Commissioners finding themselves de- 
luded and delayed by the Govemour, who was void 
of all candor, and tyrannized so absolutely over the 
mindes and fortunes of the people, that none durst 
expresse their inclinations to Peace and haj^inesse; 
they were forced to part and desert the Treaty, the 
Governour refusing to doe so much as seeke a con- 
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tiriuatidti thereof while tomoFrow. Hee evanished 
sd &rre in his owne conceit, that he thought the 
Army would have taken a summe of money, and 
have beene gone, and himselfe have been desired to 
be a Mediator betwixt the King and Parliament. 
But all hopes of accpmmodation failing, the Com- 
missioners and the Hostages were mutually return- 
ed; and thereupon orders were given to the whole 
Army, and at the severall Batteries, to be in a pos- 
ture, ready for action the next day early in the 
morning, seeing all faire meanes were ineffectuall ; 
But that same night at eight a clock this Letter 
came from their Commissioners. 



A LETTER 

ot the three commissioners for the town oe^ 
Newcastle to his excellency, octob. 18. 

MY LORD, 

We have had some discourse this day with your 
Commissioners; but you have bound them to have 
our answers to vour demands in so short a time, as 
we could not give them that satisfaction as we would 
gladly ; considering they demanded that which was 
not according to your Propositions; namely, his 
Majesties honour, and the welfare of Newcastle. 

D 



IS 

But we are so unwilling to see Christian blood 
shed, as that if you please to rest satisfied till Mun- 
day, we shall then, God willing^ send you Propo^ 
sitions as we hope will give content If this will 
not server we trust Grod will deliver us out of your 
hands, and so we rest, 

Your loving friends, 

JO. MABLAY. 
NICHOLAS COLE- 
G. BAKER. 
Newcastle 18. Oct. 1644. 

To which, after mature deliberation had by the 
Lord Generall and Committee ; to cut off all further 
delayes and exoner themselves before God and the 
world ; This following Answer was returned by his 
Excellency that same night, and the Articles fol« 
lowing therewith enclosed. 

ANSWER. 

FROM THE LORD GENERALL TO THE THREE COM-^ 
MISSIONERS THEIR LETTER, OCTOB. 18. 

RIGHT WORSHIPFUI4L,. 

I Received your Letter this night at eight a 
clocke, wherein you shew that you had some dis* 
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course with the Commksioners sent from tfiis place, 
and aUeageSy they demitiided that which was not 
according to my Propositions, namely, his Majes- 
ties honour, and the welfare of Newcastle, and pro- 
mise to send Propositions on munday next ; as yoar 
assertion of the Commissioners demands is more 
then you can make good, that they were against 
either His Majesties honour or the wel&re of the 
Towne of Newcastle: Sir, I admire how you are 
not ashamed still to continue in your delatory way, 
and draw on the guilt of innocent blood upon your 
head. You demanded a Treaty, and Commission* 
ers to be sent into Newcastle, which was accordingly 
granted, who expected that you should have pro- 
posed conditions & propositions to them, whereby 
a happy and peaceable conclitsion might have been 
made: and albeit you would neither propose to 
them, nor sufier any thing to be put in writing, yet 
they were content so farre to open themselves to 
you, even in the particulars that could have been 
demanded either for the OflScers or Souldiers, 
Townesmen or Strangers, that no better conditions 
had been given to any Towne reduced to obedience 
of King and Parliament within England: This 
your dealing makes it too apparent, that what ever 
your pretences be, your intentions have not been 
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reall ; yet such is my earnest desire and reall in- 
tention to shun the effusion of Christian blood, that 
I have caused to draw up such honorable condi- 
tions, as you cannot in reason refuse, which I have 
herewith sent you ; whereunto if you agree, I desire 
that you send to my Lord Sinclair his quarters at 
Sandgate to morrow, being the 19. of October, at 
or before six a clocke in the morning four or five 
sufficient hostages for delivery of the Town upon 
these conditions by night* betwixt 8(.munday 21. 
at two a clock in the afternoon ; and if you &ile in 
sending out these hostages at the hour appointed, 
I shall take it as a refusall, and give up all treaty ; 
and in the meane time no cessation untill the host- 
ages come out upon the conditions foresaid, whom 
we expect before, or at eight a clocke, or not at all, 
so I rest. 

Your friend, 

LEVEN, 
Elsweek before Newcastle, Oct. 18. ' 



CONDITIONS 

WHEEEUPON THE 

durrentier of tge "Cotori of 5l9etecasitle> 

THE CASTLE AND FORTS THEREOF, 

WITH ALL THE ORDINANCE^ AMUNITION, AND OTHER 

WARLIKE FURNITURE THERETO BELONGING, AND 

DEMANDED BY HIS EXCELLENCY, THE 

EARLE LEVEN, 

LORD 6ENERALL OF THE SCOTTISH ARMY ; TO BE KEPT BY 

HIM FOR THE USE OF HIS MAJESTY, AND THE 

PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND* 



1. 

That the Officers and Souldiers who desire to 
goe out of Town, shall have liberty to passe with 
their arms, horses, bagge and baggage, to what 
place they please, the same not being already 
beleaguered, and shall have a safe convoy thither, 
it being within forty miles distance, and shall be 
accommodate with draughts in their march, 

2. That all Strangers, Residents, Sojourners, or 
Inhabitants who desire to goe out of the Towne, 
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with the aforesaid Officers or Souldiers, shall have 
the like liberty, convoy and accommodation. 

8. That Sicke and hurt souldiers shall have all 
necessary accommodation until their recovery, and 
shall have a safe .conduct as aforesaid. 

4. That the Citizens, Burgesses and Inhabitants 
shall have their persons, houses, families and goods, 
kept from violence, and shall have the same free 
liberty of trade and commerce, as any other Towne 
reduced to the obedience of King and Parliament. 

5. That their priviledges, liberties, and jurisdic- 
tion, shtdl be preserved inviolate conforme to their 
ancient charters, in manner above written. 

6. If any of the said Citizens, Inhabitants, or 
others, presently within the Towne, shall desire to 
goe and live in their countrey houses ; they shall 
have protection, and safeguard for their persons and 
estates.. 

7. That no Billet shall be granted upon any of 
the inhabitants without their consent. 

& The whole army shall not enter the Towne^ 
but onely a competent Garrison. 

Syned, LEVEN. 

Provided, that in case fitese conditions above 
written be not accepted, and Hostages sent before 
eight a. clocke in the morning, the ninteenth of this 
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instant, for surrender of the Towne, at or before 
Munday next, they shall then be altogether void, 
and have no effect. 

But in place of accepting the above conditions, 
(which the Govemour himself did afterwards ac- 
knowledge most honourable) they not onely re-* 
turned this following answer (whereby their judiciall 
induration, and obstinacy may appeare) but the 
Governour likewise, the same morning, while the 
army was in action, sent out a letter to my Lord 
Sinclair, full of mockeries and incivilities; but before 
that day ended, he changed his straine, and was re- 
solved of his scruple, whether there was such a man 
that had the name of Leven. 



ANSWER 

OE THEIR THREE COMMISSIONERS TO THE LORD 

6ENERALL HIS LAST LETTER, WITH 

THE ARTICLES, OCTOB. 19. 

MY LORD, 

Wee received your Letter, wherein you say, we 
cannot make good that your Commissioners de- 
mands are against either his Majesties honor, or the 
welfare of Newcastle : We wil give you but one 
reason amongst many ; Whether it be for his Ma- 
jesties honour that the Town of Newcastle should 
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be rendred to any of another nation; nay more, if 
it be for the honor of the English Parliament : and 
that it is not for our welfare is so clear, needs no 
answer. And whereas you say, you wonder we 
are not ashamed to be so delatory, having demand- 
ed a Treaty ; We say, we wonder you can be so 
forgetfuU, knowing we have your letter to show that 
the treaty was your owne motion ; but for Answer 
to the rest, and to your Articles; We say, the 
delivery of Newcastle is not of so small moment, 
but if you intend as you say, time may well be 
given till munday for giving answer, for in ease 
we should give consent to let you have this Towne, 
there is divers more Articles then you have set 
downe, both fit for us to demand and you to grants 
Therefore if you would shun effusiop of bloodshed, 
as you professe, forbeare your acts of Hostility, 
until we give you Answer upon Munday, wherein 
we will not faile ; otherwise we doubt not but God 
will require an account at your hands, and besides, 
will keep and preserve us from your fury. So 
expecting your Answer, We rest 

your friends 

JO. MARLAY. 

NICH. COLE. 

G. BAKER. 
Newcastle, 19. Octob. 1644. 
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THE LETTER 

SENT BY TH5 GOVERNOUR TO MY tORV SINCLAIR, 

OCTOB. 19. 
MY LORD, 

I Have received divers Letters and Warrants 
subscribed by the name of Leven, but of late can 
hear of none that have seen such a man ; besides 
there is strong report he is dead : therefore to re- 
move all scruples, I desire our Drumer may deliver 
one letter to himself; thus wishing you could think 
on some other course to compose the differences of 
these sad distracted Kingdomes then by battering 
Newcastle, and annoying us who never wronged 
any of you ; for if you seriously consider, you will 
find that these courses will aggravate and not mo- 
derate distempers : but I will I'eferre all to your 
owne consciences and, rest 

Your friend, 

JOHN MARLAY. 

Newcastle 19. Octob. / 

By these former letters, answers and replyes, it 
is more then manifest, how perversly obstinate the 
enemy was, and how carefully and patiently they 

£ 
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were sought after ; but seeing their obstinacy des- 
perate and incurable, it was full time to proceed 
to action; for the condition of the Army, which 
had endured much hardship, and of the Mines 
which were always in hazard of discoveiy, as 
they had formerly destroyed some seven or 
eight, and the approaching Winter, could not well 
admit of further delayes; and thereupon, 19. Oct^ 
early in the morning the Cannon began to play upon 
the wals from their severall batteries, while eight 
a clocke, at which time the Hostages should have 
come out, or otherwise they were to expect the 
extremities of warre; but since none came, the 
service continued from all the Batteries, and the 
Regiments were drawn up, standing on their armes, 
while the breaches were in readinesse, and the 
Mines sprung. About three a Clocke in the after- 
noon,' the enemy by their countermines had very 
neere i^proached some chambers where the powder 
was lodged for blowing up the walls, which being 
signified to his Excellency, he forthwith ordei^ed, 
that fire should be given to these two mines endan- 
gered, and thereafter to maintaine the breaches 
carefully^ while the generall assault should be made 
from all quarters: a little after, the day fidling, 
and the breaches being made, though not so large 
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and passable as was needfull for so desperate ser- 
vice; the word was given, and the signe made, to 
give fire to the rest of the mines, and for the Regi- 
ments to advance all at once towards the breaches, 
and those places of the wall which were opened by 
the mine ; but they met with no small opposition, 
and nothing was left undone by the enemy to repell 
the fiiry of the assault : They played very hotly 
and desperately from the Castle upon the breaches, 
and from the f}anking-towers of the walls with 
scattered shot ; yet the Regiments advanced with- 
out any shrinking, tliough the Cannon played from 
many places upon their ful open bodies, so that the 
dif&cile-accesse to the breaches, and the mighty 
advantages of their walls and works within the 
Towne, made a considerable losse of Souldiers and 
Officers of good quality; yet notwithstanding all 
difficulties and resistances, they acquit themselves 
as became a people that considered the importance 
of so high a cause, and minded nothing but the 
happinesse of both Kingdomes; and after two 
houres very hot dispute upon the breaches, they 
found their first entry at the mine sprung on the 
west side of the Towne, neere to Close-gate; and 
after their entry, were furiously charged three 
severall times by the horse which were in town. 
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but the charge was gallantly sustained and the 
place maintained, while the reserve of that post 
came to assist; therafterthey marched for the relief 
of the rest of the breaches, & so the souldiers gave 
over and forsook the wals, and the whole body 
almost of the Army entering they became masters 
of the town, which tasted off no lesse mercy & 
favour after the Victory, then they found valour in 
obtaining the same; for after their entry^ the Soul- 
, diers did quite vanish, sheltring themselves in 
houses, the Inhabitants kept close their doors, the 
Regiments marched thorow the streets without any 
insolency or disorder, never offering once to rifle 
a house or cut off either Citizen or Souldier; they 
were presently after their entry in peaceable pos- 
session of all the corners and streets, and on a 
sodaine, all tumult, feare and noyse did cease. — 
Upon the first entry the Governour Lodovicke 
Lyndesay, sometime Earle Crawfoord, the Lord 
Maxwell, Doctor Wishart, a man of a dangerous 
temper, who had seasoned the people both before, 
and the time of the siege with bitter Malignancy, 
Master Gray and Alvay, and others of the perverse 
crew, authors of all the evils which might justly 
have fallen upon the Town, so exceedingly obsti- 
nate, according to the rule of warre, did all betake 
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themselves to the Castle, whence they cast over a 
white flag, and beate a parle, but before notice 
could be taken thereof, all the service was neere 
done. The principall houses of the towne were 
preserved from plundering by the Officers; the 
common Souldiers that night after they had long 
kept their armes without doing any wrong or 
violence, entred some houses of the meaner sort, 
not safe guarded, and did a little pillage, and take 
away the . goods out of them, but lesse then ever 
any people or Army did in the like case, which was 
the testimony of the mo$t M^lignants and Papists 
themselves, expressing in these very words, that no 
History can paralell where lesse cruelty and inso- 
lency, and more mercy were shewne in any Towne 
gained by storme, which ought to be no small mat- 
ter of gloriation, when the enemies are constrained 
to acknowledge, that the wayes and practises of 
those who have often declared the purity of their 
intentions, are now found out to be nothing different 
from their profession; and indeed it were to be 
wished that the wel affected in the Kingdom had 
as great feeling of the advantage given to the cause, 
and the good they received, since the comming in 
of that Army to England, as the enemies to the 
peace and happinesse of both nations are sensible of 
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the hurt done to them and their designes. But to 
returne. 

The Towne being that same night secured, and 
the Guards carefully appointed at the breaches, and 
by the water-side, to watch the escape of those who 
were within, and with so much losse and paines 
now caught in the snare. Next day thereafter, 
Deing the Lord's Day, his Excellende did likewise 
enter the Towne, and with the Generall Officers, 
and others of the Army, did go to the Church 
straightway, and give thanks to God, that he was 
pleased, even according to the words, and wishes 
of their enemies, to prosper and blesse his people, 
according to the justnes of their Cause ; The Go- 
vernour, who was lately so pertinacious, and high- 
minded, that he would neither hearken himself to 
any thing which might tend to the preservation of 
the Towne, but likewise publish't Proclamations, 
that none should presume to speak of any comply* 
ance to a surrender, did now become a humble 
suiter to the Lord Generall (whom he thought not 
to be in the world that morning) that his Excel- 
lence would be pleased to suffer him, and those 
that were with him in the Castle^ to depart to the 
Kings next garrison, as may appeare by the fol« 
lowing letter, wherein you see him a humble sup- 
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plicant^ though in some of his former, a scornfull 
Prophet. 

A LETTER 

SENT BY SIR JOHN MARLEY, SOMETIMES GOVERNOUR 

OF NEWCASTLE, TO HIS EXCELLENCE, FROM THE 

CASTLE, THE DAY AFTER THE TOWNE 

WAS TAKEN, OCTOB. 20. 

MY LORD, 

Although you have the fortune of War against 
me (and that I might I confesse have had honour- 
able tearmes from your Excellency :) Yet I hope 
your Noblenes will not > think worse of me, for 
doing my endeavours to keep the Towne, and to 
discharge the trust repose in me, having had strong 
reasons so to doe, as is known to many ; And now 
wher^s I am compelled to betake my self to tliis 
Castle, I shall desire, that I and those with me, may 
have our liberty, and your License, to stay, or goe 
out of the towne with your safe Passe^ to his Ma^ 
jesties next Garrison, which is not beleaguered, 
with our Horses, Pistolls, and Swords; And to 
have 14< daies time to dispatch our Journey, so many 
as please to goe. And truly, my Lord, I am yet 
confident to receive so much favour from you, as 



S2 

that you will take such care of me, as that I shall 
receive no wrong from the ignoble spirits of the 
vulgar sort; for I doubt no other, I must confesse, 
I cannot keep it long from you, yet I am resolved, 
rather than to be a spectacle of misery and disgrace 
to any, I will bequeath my soul to him that gave it. 
And then referre my Body to be a. spectacle to your 
severity; But upon these tearmes abovesaid, I will 
deliver it to you, And so intreating your Answer, 
I rest. 

Your friend & Servant, 

JOHN MARLAY. 
From the Castle in Newcastle, 
the21. ofOctob. 1644. 

For his Excellencie, The Earle of Leven, Generall 
of the Scottish Army. 

Compare this Letter with that which he sent out 
the day before, then look what a day may produce; 
And now could there be any thing more just, then 
to denie ikvour to a man so eminent in all the 
wayes of Malignancy, so wicked an instrument; 
One who had so exceedingly provoked the Army, 
and had slighted all gracious offers of Peace : He 
is now overtaken in his season, and as God in his 
Justice had decreed, and his servants foretold. 
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those enemies to the peace of the Kingdome in 
these parts, are overthrown, and were forced to 
surrender the Castle, and come out upon mercy ; 
Sir John Marley was committed to his house by a 
iBtrong guard, to defend him from the fury of the 
incensed people, for he is hated, and abhorred of 
all, and he brought many families to riiine* The 
rest that were in the Castle, have likewise in con- 
stnuned humility, submitted themsislves, and are 
rendered Prisoners, though not many dayes before^ 
these peaceable Divines taught the people, that it 
was more lawfull, one of them to eate another, than 
to hearken to the Scottish Traytors, or comply with 
them in any sort. 

The Towne is now in as good condition, as ever 
any Towne reduced by the extremity of warre, and 
thereupon exposed to the rapine of Souldiers, which 
oft times is unavoidable. All care was had to pre- 
serve the houses and goods of the Inhabitants, so 
farre as possibly could be done ; and to that effect, 
many Proclamations made. That no Officer nor 
Souldier should presume to trouble nor plunder the 
house of any, under the paine of death. And that 
better obedience might be given thereto, and all 
occasions of Tumults, wrongs and oppressions might 

F 
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the better be avoided, It was Ordered that no Offi*> 
cer, nor Souldier should stay in the Towne^ without 
special order, but to return to the Leaguer, and his 
former Quarters, And likewise for the further weal 
and ease of the Towne, the Quarters of the whole 
Army, are enlarged, and none ordained to stay in 
Towne, but the proper Garrison. 

. This is the true Relation of the Successe of the 
Scottish Army against Newcastle, whereby it would 
i^peare, that God delights to co-operate with his 
Armies. The best Vse can be made thereof, apd 
of all other Victories, is, to make them steps of ad* 
vancement for tlie Reformation begun, and great 
encouragement, to expede the worke in hand, and 
beate downe all difficulties. 



A LETTER 

FROM THE COMMITTEE At THE SCOTTISH AEMIE, 
TO THE COMMITTEE OF BOTH KINGDOMES. 

RIGHT HONOUBABLE, 

Wee know not any better use you or wee can 
make of the great Successe wherewith it; hath pleased 
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God to blesse our Attempts against this Towne, then 
to make it evident to the World, that Truth and 
Peace are the utmost of our desires, and designes 
for this purpose; Wee must uncessantly renew our 
former desires to you, That all other Afiairs what- 
sover set aside, you will so far take to heart the 
setting of matters of Religion in the Worship of 
God, and Government of his House in this King- 
dome, as you may m your owne, and our Names, 
become earnest soUicitours with the Assembly of 
Divines, to put that businesse to a period, and with 
the Parliament, that where the foundation is laid by 
the Assembly, their Authority be not wanting for 
the compleating of the Worke ; no greater incou* 
ragement than this can come to the Hearts of all 
those that are ingaged in this Cause with you, nor 
can any meanes be so powerfuU, to remove these 
great prejudices raised against our Cause, by the 
abundance and variety of Sectaries, Separatists and 
Schismaticks living amongst us, to the great scan- 
dall of the Gospel, and Professors thereof. This 
being done, wee may with the greater confidence 
expect a blessing upon our Endeavours for Peace, 
fi>r which, as no successe can alter our desires, so 
we are confident, you are using all expedition possi- 
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ble for expediting your Propositions thereof, that 
they may be dispatched to his Majesty, whose &- 
vourable acceptance is prayed for thereunto, 

By your affectionate Friends, 

and Servant, 

SINCLARE, F. R D. 

c 

Newcastle 23. Octobris 1644;* 
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Two years ago, the present Editor reprinted a rare 
tract relating to the Town of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, in the time of King Charles the First;* in 
continuation of two former publications,! connected 
with the memorable contest, in which that unfor- 
tunate monarch was engaged. 

By the kindness of Mr. Adamson, the Editor has 
been furnished with an additional tract, which he 
is induced to reprint, under the impression that, to 

* A particular Rektion of HLfft Calling of fie\DtMt\tl with 
the mmnnx nt J^totmtng t^t CTotottr, 8vo. Newcastle, 1825. 

f 1. An experimentall and exact Relation upon that famous 
and renowned J^tege of fittx^tWtU by William Lithgow, 8?o. 
Newcastle, 1820. 

2. His Majesties passing through the Scots armie: as also, 
His Entertainment by Greneral Lesly : together with the fiHanntv 
of tie J&rot0 marrj^tlig out of Newcastle, 8vo. Newcastle, 1820. 
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his townsmen at least, any further particulars of a 
conflict) wherein their ancestors bore so predominant 
a part, cannot &il to excite a portion of public 
interest. 

The Scottish forces crossed the Tweed at Ber- 
wick on the 15th of Januaiy, 1644, in a snowy 
season. The loyalists, under Sir Thomas Glenham, 
retreated before them to Newcasde. The Seots 
followed by slow and difficult marches, and sum- 
moned the town to surrender on the dd February. 
After three weeks' fruitless stay, and some skir- 
mishes, they passed the river Tyne on the 28th of 
that month, and entered Sunderland on the 4th of 
March following. 

In June^ Colond Charies Fair&x was s«it to 
assist this party at Sunderland, and, according to 
Whitelocke, beat back the Earl of Montrose and 
others into Newcastle. 

The Earl of Calendar, who subsequendy oitared 
England with a reserved army of 10,000 Scots, 
to assist the Parliament against the King, joined 
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witfi the Eaii of Leven, Lord General of the For- 
ces, in the S^ge of Newcastle^ which commenced 
very closely <m the ISth of August. The circum- 
stances attending that transaction are detailed in 
the publications before alluded to. ~ 

Albion PiacCi Sd December^ 1827. 
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BARWICK TO NEWCASTLE: 



There is no cause why we should conceive that' 
our bretheren of Scotland have delayed in any 
wise their coming, though they have not been here 
so soon as some expected, but rather that we should 
give God praise for their so soon and speedy march. 

First, Considering the great Army which they 
have raised, and provision for them, which to be 
done . orderly, and by the brotherly assistance of 
that whole Kingdome, is a great worke and asketh 
long time. 

Secondly, Because they are not onely ayding 
and assisting unto us, but also to our bretheren of 
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Ireland, who are brought to a very low and most 
miserable condition, insomuch that information 
from thence have certified the Kirke of Scotland, 
that 200 at least of the Scots are starved to death 
in Ireland for want. 

Thirdly, Their chiefe Ingenier hath formed a new 
kinde of great guns, never before discovered, which 
were made purposely for this designe, above three 
quarters of a yard long, or some a yard, that will 
carry a twelve pound bullet, to doe good execution 
at a good distance, and yet so framed that a horse 
may carry one of them, all which tooke up a great 
deal of time. 

Yet neverthelesse, blessed be God, they are now 
obme into England, tlieir number being 18000 
foote, SOOO horse, and betwe^ 4 and 500 Dra- 
goneers, and they bring along with them 120 gr^t 
guns, and other train of Ammunition^ very fiill and 
large, which came to Barwick by Sea, and there 
met the Armie in a convenient time, and was pre- 
pared ready for them in their march* 

On Tuesday the 18 of January last they marched 
to Barwick, and that day was a sore day to them^ 
by reason of great stormes and snow, that fell all 
the day long, and yet such was their valiant reso- 
lutions and desire of expedition, that they came 18 



Scotch miles that day to reach Barwick^ which is 
at the least as much as US or 24 of our miles here. 

They billited about Barwick that night, and there 
received their train of Artillerie, which they ne- 
glected not, though after so long and weariesome a 
dayes journey, and the next day, being January the 
19 they marched out of Barwick one Regiment 
after another, as conveniently as they could obtain 
fit quarter in those parts. 

Our bretheren of Scotland brought along with 
them printed Declarations of the Kingdome of 
Scotland, for information and. satisfaction to dieir 
bretheren of England, concerning their present ex- 
pedition, viz. 

Whereas the greatest Questions that are like to 
arise in this businesse may be reduced to these three 
particulars, viz. The justnesse of our cause : The 
Uvmfulnesse of our calling thereto : And The faith' 
fulnesze of our carriages therein : our bretheren pf 
Scotland will hereby endeavour to give satis&ction 
in them all, and doubt not to doe it, unlesse there 
remain some^ whose inveterate malice hath pro- 
duced in them a resolution to be unsatisfied. 

This their Declaration gave the country so 
good satisfaction, that they found no opposition, and 
they doe carry themselves so civill and well, and 



without oifring the least wrong to any where they 
come, that the country are exceeding glad of their 
being come. 

When the Messenger that brought the message 
to the Parliament yesterday, left the Scots Army, 
which was on Wednesday last, then they were at 
Addestone, within some six miles from Answick 
in their march towards Niewcastle, which is about 
some twenty eight English miles, and then a Letter 
was prepared to be sent to Colonell Glemham the 
Govemour of Newcastle, to require the delivery 
of the same up to the use of the Parliament, in 
England, and he doth verily beleive that by this 
time they can give account of the same : for on 
Satterday last they intended to be before Newcastle. 

Colonell Glemham, it seems had marched out 
of Newcastle with a party, such strength as he 
could make; and the l^etters were delivered to 
him, which came from our brethren of Scotland, 
sent from both the Chairmen of the Committees 
of England and Scotland, which was very faire; 
and declared, that they did not desire blood, but 
to bring in those delinquents to justice, who seek 
to divert his Majesty from the Parliament. The 
Letter was delivered to Colonell Glemham, and 
by him read to the Army then with him, which 



faimsclfe would not deny but that it was very faire ; 
and so made unto them three Propositions, at the 
reading of the said Letter. 

1. Whether the country should be burnt up be- 
fore them and all destroyed and laid wast : To this 
it was answered, no, which they had reason so to 
doe, because there were then present many of the 
Gentry of those parts, who had interest in the land 
there. 

2. Whether they should oppose the Scots, and 
send them a deniall. To which it was answered, 
that they were altogether unable to oppose them, 
because they being but two thousand foot, and some 
few horse, it would be in vain to stand against 
them. 

S. Whether an answer should be returned to the 
said letters, to which some said that it were best, 
first to send to the Earle of Newcastle, to know his 
mind : others, that it were convenient first to send 
to Oxford, before an answer be retumed« 

But it is very probable, that by this time our bre- 
thren of Scotland are possest of Newcastle, for the 
country Gentlemen came so fast in to our brethren 
of Scotland, that it caused the rest, of the country 
to follow, so that their army doth much increase. 

And where as it is supposed . that Tinmouth 



castlewillbehard to be gained, our brethren of Scot- 
land make no great matter of it^ and besides, the 
Earle of Newcastle is preparing thitherward. 

The messenger further reported], that as he sail- 
ed by the mouth of the channell which leadeth to 
Newcastle^ he saw some seven ships or more which 
seemed to be fraught and upon inquiry, it was cer- 
tified that they were laden with malignants goods 
supposed for Holland, whereof he gave notice to 
some Commanders under the Lord Admirall, who 
appointed eleven ships to wait their comming oat, 
and if they came not forth before Satterday, th^ 
day appointed by our brethren of Scotland to be at 
Newcastle, then to fidl in and steale upon them. 

Now that our brethren of Scotland may not be 
looked upon with the prejudice of strangers, we 
hope this firm union of this mutuall Covemint will 
wear out. There is a Committee of our own nation 
the most of vAnch are Parliament. men, such to 
whom they have committed the trust and care of 
their Religion, Lawes, and Liberties, joyned with 
them without whose coilcurrenee nothing that con- 
cemsusistobetransacted. Andtofireeusofallunjtnt 
suspicion, which if our mindes are not ready to con- 
ceive^ yet the malitious mouths of our adveihsaries 
and theirs are ready to suggest, that notwithstanding 



tlieir Declaration, they have some sinister and 
secret ends, which may prove preiudlciall to our 
rights and happihe^: It is hereby made known 
to us, that they have finely engaged themselves, by 
an Article of the late treaty betwixt the Nations, 
to give the publike Faith of the Kingdome of Scot- 
land unto the Kingdom of Englimd, that neither 
their entrance into, nor continuance iii this Eang* 
dom, shal be made use of to any other ends th^i 
expressed in the Covenant^ and that treaty sub- 
scribed to them by the Commissioners of both 
Kingdomes, which they are resolved, to the honor 
of God and of this Nation, to keep inviolate. 

And they declare, that they are so far from de< 
siring harm or losse to any of their Brethren of 
England, that their sincere and reall intentions are 
not to adde fuell, nor bring oyl, but water to ^l- 
tinguish these lamentable combustions and fires, 
which they have with so much duty and love la- 
boured to quench; That their taking of armes is 
not to make Wars (if they be not necessitated) but 
to obtaine a better grounded and more durable 
Peace,for enjoying our Religion and Liberties in all 
the three Kingdoms ; and that the wicked (who are 
the unworthy authors of all our troubles) being 
removed from our King, a right understanding 



may be established betwixt his Majesty and his 
people. And as they have solemnly sworn to 
protect all who shall adhere to this covenant: So 
do they certainly expect, that all their brethren in 
England who are zealous for the true Protestant 
Religion, loyaU to the King, and faithful for their 
country, will joyn with them in procuring these 
iust desires : Which being obtained, they shall be 
most willing and ready to retume to their native 
Country, esteeming it their great^t 'Mppinesse^ 
that Truth with Peace may be establi3hed in all 
his Maiesties Dominions. 
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The following Letters of Brand, the Historian of 
Newcastle, to the late Mr. Ralph Beilby, were insert- 
ed in the Newcastle Magazine for 1824. The 
autographs have since, through the politeness of Mrs. 
Beilby, been presented to the Society of Antiquaries 
of this town and county. 

The letters cannot fisiil to interest the ZocaZ historian, 
and as they are calculated to place the writer in an 
amiable point of view, and to do credit to the memory 
of his literary and scientific correspondent, the Editor 
hopes, that their appearance in an uniform style with 
the various Tracts which have so materially advanced 
the typographical character of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
may not be unacceptable to the public 

The Editor avails himself of this opportunity again 
to express his regret, in common with many others, 



Vlll 

that the attainments of Mr. Beilby, so deservedly 
appreciated by several of the first artists and highly 
gifted men of his day, shoidd not have received that 
meed of publicity to which they have so just a claim. 
And the more so, as, with the manners and polish of 
a gentleman, Mr. Beilby possessed those sociable quar 
lities, which endeared him to the select and intelligent 
circle in which he moved. 

^ Vixere fortes ante ikgamemnona 
'^Multi: sed omnes illacrymabiles 
^ Urgentur, ignotiquc longft 
" Nocte, carent quia vate sacro."— Hob, 

J. F; 

Swinburne Place j 10th Muy^ 1826. 



LETTERS 

OP THE 



ADDRESSED TO 

MR. RALPH BEILBY, OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. 



Norlhumbe7'la7id House, Feb. 7M, nS4f. 

Dear Sir, 
It is but two or three days ago since I had my first 
mterview with Mr. Fittlerj, when I desired a few im- 
pressions on French paper to make presents of to the 
Duke and his family. I have sent you one of each 
kind. You will please to give that of the Infirmary 
to Mr. Saint, and tell him that Mr. Fittler expects 
25 guineas for drawing and engraving it; you will 
join with me in thinking it beautifully done. I have 
had no small trouble in taking possession of my liv- 
ing : one of the united parishes had entered a caveat 
against the Duke's alternate right of presentation in 
the Doctors* Commons. We convinced them of their 
mistake, and got it withdrawn. If they had gone on 

B 






It might have be^n a tedious and troublesome affiiit 
to me. To-morrow I read in at SU Mary's Hill. — 
It is some consolation to me that my church is in 
Billingsgate Ward, where the people cannot be entire 
strangers to the Newcastle tongue. I saw Mrs. Sid- 
dons last night, in Jane Shore. The woman, the 
sinner, and the penitent, by turns affected me in a 
manner that made it impossible to restrain my tears. 
Her acting is, indeed, far beyond any thing you can 
imagine: she exceeded my most sanguine expect- 
ations. I enclose you an impression of the seal I use, 
when I have the honour to write as proxy to his 
Grace. Pray tell me what is doing at Newcastle, 
and send me an account of what money I owe you. 
How does my aunt go on in her solitude at the Spital ? 
I beg my best respects to Mrs. Beilby, and remain^ 
with my warmest thanks for your kind and good 
offices, Dear Sir, 

Your's sincerely, 

J. BRAND. 
I have had an interview with the arch-patriot John 
Wilkes ; and you will guess how vain I am in having 
been introduced to Sir William Hamilton. The 
confusion I was in must apologize for the abrupt man-, 
ner m which I took my leave of you. Compliments 
to Captain Hutton. Mr. Fittler likes his drawings 
very much. 
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Northumberland House^ March Tth^ 1784?. 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have 
taken in getting frames made for the prints I left 
behind me. ' One of them, as her husband informed 
me, gave a lady great pleasure, and you know the 
other was well meant, though it has been so ill taken. 
I am glad you liked the Infirmary ; but wonder how 
you could ever doubt that one of the copies I sent 
down was for yourself. You have my warmest thanks 
for the notice you are so good as to take of my poor 
aunt, to whom this promotion of mine must have been 
tt very severe trial. Mr. Reay and I did ourselves the 
pleasure to call upon your brother, yesterday, at Bat- 
tersea, and were happy to find him settled so much 
to his wishes in so very respectable a situation. I 
believe Capt. Hutton has called upon me. The por- 
ter described such a person with a cockade on, but he 
would not leave his name. I am now quite settled, 
and have- sent down the resignation of my ushership 
in the Grammar School. Application has been made 
to me to resign the little curacy of Cramlington — but 
I propose to keep that ; and it is the Duke's desire 
that I should do so. My good friend, Mr. Saint, on 
the suggestion, I dare say, of some oimy good friends 



at Newcastle, has seriously mentioned to me to think 
of advertising the Popular Antiquities, *<by J. B., 
Rector,^^ &c. &c. &c. I ^vish my answer to this pro- 
posal has not affronted him, for though I have expect- 
ed a line for several posts, I have not yet heard from 
him. You will present my best respects to Mrs. B.^ 
and believe me, with great regani. 

Dear Sir, 

Your's sincerely, 

JOHN BRAND. 
P. S. I beg you will get the proofs, which are in my 
study, of the Views of the Assembly Roc^ns and In- 
firmary. I dare not mention a word of politics to 
you. Alas ! poor Old England. 



Northumberland Houscj April Sth^ 1784. 

Dear Sir, 

While I was Usher of Newcastle school, I refused 
several advantageous offers of boarders, and I had not 
the smallest wish that my aunt should do now what 
we saw no necessity for troubling ourselves with be- 
fore. * * « « It will add much to 
the obligation you have already conferred on me, if 
you will consult with Mrs. Wheatley, and assist her 
in taking some other habitation in some part of the 



town, where there is good air, and where she can 
divert herself by seeing what is going on ; but it must 
have either a court-yard, or little garden, or cellar, to 
hold my Roman monuments. You cannot think how 
happy I should be if I had her but setded, so that she 
may spend the evening of her life in quiet and peace. 
It will be truly kind in you to comfort her in my name, 
and to become as much as you can, without inconve- 
nience to your own affairs, her protector, in the ab- 
sence of one who will never be ashamed to own, that 
he owes her very great obligations, and who finds 
himself disposed to make her every return in his 
power. Pray ask her whether or no she would chuse 
to have a companion to live with her constantly, be- 
sides her servant, as I would by no means grudge the 
expense of keeping a proper person in that situation 
to be company for her. 

I know not what is the matter with Mr. Powell, or, 
rather, my tenant at Stanhope. My aunt will shew 
yon a large blue paper book tied up, containing re- 
ceipts and my letters about Cramlington. The land 
at Stanhope lets for 341 a year. There is a rent- 
charge due from it annually to Mr. Armstrong, or, 
more properly, the curate for the time being of Bel- 
ford, of 8l., and another of ll. 12s. a year to Stainton 
school, in the county of Durham. 

* * * I desire you will present my best 



respects to Mrs. B., and believe me to be, with great 
regard, 

Your'liincere friend and humble servant, 

J. BEAND, 

P. S. It is all over with Mr. Fox. I think you 
ought to congratulate me on my absence from New- 
castle at so odious a time, and especially as I mortally 
hate a contested election. 

p. S. I am just returned from dinner with my Lord, 
where, after two courses, the Courant of the 3rd inst. 
was served up among the dried sweatmeats in the des- 
sert. We were astonished to find no mention of the 
time when the poll is to begin at Newcastle. 



Northumberland House^ Jtdy 10, 1784. 

D£AR Sir, 

I should long before this have acknowledged the 
receipt of your very kind letter, had I not had thoughts 
of being able to have thanked you for it in person. — 
I am now^ setting out to accompany his Grace on a 
tour to the West of England, for the sake of his 
health, which is not yet re-established. Do, my dear 
friend, protect my aunt at the approaching hour of 
trial to her, for nothing is so severe a one to her as a 
removal. I thank you for the hint of keeping my 



books in packing boxes till I get down, which I still 
hope to be able to do by the latter end of the summer, 
to settle my aiiairs in the north. Desire Mr. Fisher, 
whose skill and ability I have the greatest confidence 
in, and whom I shall be happy to requite for his trou- 
ble, to make a cat^ogue of them as each box is filled 
and nailed up, and send me duplicates of the contents 
of each box, putting under cover, " To his Grace the 
Duke of Northumberland, Northumberland House, 
London," 8cc. &c. &c. ; put a " B.'* near the seal. — 
These will reach us wherever we may be stationed in 
our excursion, lliose in the great book-case may be 
reinstated in their places, but as they are;very valuable 
ones, ought to be removed in boxes that are locked 
up. And above all things, pray take care that the 
Spital be cleared of every Roman stone. Tell Mr. 
Fisher there is a curious MS. bible he will find in 
folio, which must be returned to St. Nicholas* low 
library. I am much obliged to you for your kind con- 
gratulations. I wrote to Mr. Saint a few posts ago. 
He must look after Mr. Trevelyan for payment for 
Thomton^s plate when you have finished it. I never 
received an answer from Dr. Hutton; nor have I seen 
the captain, his son ; so that I fear you will have to 
make a new survey. I repeat my request to you to 
assist my friend at her removal : your presence, I am 
certain, will much alleviate both her real trouble and 
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her fancied distress. The Duke's plate is now in 
hands : on my return to town, I hope to be able to 
send you some curious proofs, both of that and the 
Black Friars. I beg my compliments to Mrs. 6., and 
that you will believe me to be, with very great regard, 

Dear Sir, 
Your faithful friend, and obedient 
humble servant, 

JOHN BRAND. 
P. S. Mr. Punshon promised to look after the Ro- 
man stones.* The Tinmouth ones will make a noise. 
His Majesty has ordered them to be removed to the 
British Museum. 



Worringtoriy near Launcestotiy Corn'voally 
Augy^Sy 1784. 

Dear Sir, 

I received the favour of yours of the 14?th inst. and 
think myself extremely obliged to you for the trouble 
you have been so good as to have been at in assisting 
Mrs. Wheatley to remove, and for the great care you 
have taken of my property on that occasion. Mr. 

* These Roman stones were bought by the Rev. John Hodgson, 
of the representatives of Mr. Brand, and are now in possession of the 
Rev. C. Thorp, in a summer-house in his garden at Ryton. Z. 
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Fisher* has done well to make a catalogue of my 
books, a duplicate of which I desire may be taken^ 
and if I do not get down soon to the north, I can send 
for it to Northumberland House. I am glad to hear 
that my Roman inscriptions have been carefully re- 
moved — ^please to present my thanks to Mr. Punshon 
and Mr. Newton for the good offices they did us, 
when you see them. I am sorry that any mistake of 
mine occasioned my aunt any uneasiness. She has 
weak nerves poor woman, and is, indeed, sometimes 
disposed to torment herself without any reason. She 
might live as happily as any person in the world, if 
she would but be less anxious, and cast the burthen 
of her cares upon me. I shall defer the communica^ 
tion of what wonders I have seen since I left the great 
city, till I have the pleasure of a personal conference, 
and can shew you the journal I have kept of them. — 
By nuiking a new survey^ I meant only to express my 
fears that Dr. Hutton will call us to account for the 
liberty taken in copying his plan without his permis- 
sion. His son. Captain Hutton, was so good as to 
say he would ask his father, but I never saw him in 

* Mr. Fisher, formerly an eminent bookseller in Newcastle, pariah 
deik of Saint Nicholas'^ and owner of a circulating library, originally 
founded by the late eminent William Chamley, whifh, in point of extent, 
intrinsic value, and excellent management, was equal to any provincial 
library in the kmgdom. The library was, a few years ago, disposed of 
by Ifr. Sands, Mr. F1sher*s son-in-law and successor. N. 

C 



10 

London^ nor have received any answer. I shall be 
h^ppy to see your Thcnmton,* which I am persuaded 
you will do justice to. You give me a poor account, 
or rather no account at all, of our good friend, Mr. 
Saint ; I have not heard from him this quarter of a 
year. 

I am glad to hear that so many improvements are 
in hands at Newcastle, I have no doubt you will take 
care to mark them in the plan. I wish I had an air- 
balloon to send you some John Dories, which abound 
on this coast, and are indeed a most delicious fish. — 
I beg you will present my best respects to Mrs. Beil- 
by, and bdieve me with much regard, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very obliged, 
And most obedient humble servant, 

J. BRAND. 

P.S. Please to apologise for me to my aunt for not 
sending her down more money. The sums it has cost 
me to take possession of my living,f the first fruits, 

* The representation of the very curious plate of brass inlaid on the 
table monument of the celebrated Roger Thornton. This phte, 
drawn and engrared by Mr. Beilby, illustrates the first volmne of the 
History of Newcastle, and for spirit and brilliancy ranks among the 
inost able efforts of the burine. N. 

f The Rectory of St Mary HSU, London, to which he was presented 
by the Duke of Northumberland. This rectory was the only church 
preferment Mr. Brand ever had, except the perpetual curacy of 
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&c. &c &C were enough to beggar, all at <mce, a poor 
curate^ who never so much as dreamed, much less 
was provided for, so sudden a promotion. I have now 
got over all those difficulties, and at my next pay- 
ments she shaH have more than enough. Powell de- 
sires that he may have speedy permission to order the 
lime and slates for the repairs, before the bad weather 
comes in* I have the finest opportunity in the world 
for learning the Cornish hug here at its fountain head. 
The Cornish sjtiU continue to be famous wresders. — 
The language is quite lost. The marnij^rs pf the peo- 
ple are singialar. 



Northumberland House^ Jan. 23, 1785. 

Dear Sir, 

I must apologise in my turn for a long silence ; 
having been very closely confined and most busily 
employed for some time past in giving, or rather in 
throwing away, a considerable sum of my Lord Duke's 
money among the very worthless, corrupt, and aban- 
doned poor of this city and liberty, I could not pos- 
sibly get out, or answer your favour of the 11th 

Cmmlington, near Newcastle, to which he was presented hj Matthew 
Ridley, Esq. the grandfiulier of the present baronet. , N. 
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tooner. I like Thornton's plate very much. Upon 
consulting with Mr. Fittler, it is our joint opinion that 
all the figures ought to be left white, and that every 
thing should be as near a &c«siniile as possible. Let, 
therefore, the letters remain as they are, if you please, 
and take out the blackness from the specimen at the 
banning of the legend. F. thinks a few gides lines 
on that part cS it that has no letters on it, would im- 
prove the general appearance. I am pleased, too, 
with the sketch of arms at the bottom. On this sub- 
ject, however, Mr. Trevelyan's opinion must be taken. 
I should think the subsequent might do for the inscrip- 
tion you want. " To Walter Trevelyan, Esq. this 
representation of the very curious plate of brass, inlaid 
on the table monument of Roger Thornton, the cele- 
brated patron of Newcastle upon Tyne in the days of 
Henry the 4th, and still preserved in the church of 
All Saints,' in that town, engraved at his expense^ is 
most respectfully inscribed by his very obliged and 
most obedient humble servant, John Brand." I leave 
the plan entirely to your direction. Mr. Fittler, with 
his compliments, sends you four sheets of good paper, 
but says it will require eight or ten days to be in wet 
before it be fit for use.. He desires you will favour 
him with a sketch of the arms of Newcastle for the 
grand general view, which he has in hands at present, 
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and that you will pat him up the posts and lamps on ' 
the sketch of Tjme Bridge, enclosed. Will you be 
so good as consult with Mr. Saint about laying the 
enclosed proof of the castle before Mr. Cramlington 
or Mr. Turner. Mr. Fittler is extremely anxious to 
be honoured with the entire approbation of the latter 
gentleman concerning it. I have caused a slight error 
in the perspective to be corrected. I must request 
you also to take the trouble of giving to Mr. Saint, with 
my devoirs, one of the enclosed impressions of the 
view of Newcastle from the east, and keep the other 
yourself if you think it worthy of your acceptance. 
Pray tell him, the Duke is much obliged to him for 
his present of Fables. They are to be deposited 
either in the library at Sion, or in that at Alnwick. 
I am sorry my good aunt has had no r^nittanoe con- 
cerning Cramlingtoh. Do but assist her with your 
advice, &c. till I get down, when I hope I shall be 
able to settle some plan for the better conducting of 
the temporal matters of that great cure in future dup- 
ing my absence. I am happy to hear she is pretty 
well, and think my^lf very much obliged to you for 
your kind attention to her. Have the goodness to 
fold her up a few sheets of paper into the forms of 
letters and address them to me at this house, as her 
hand is not the best in the world : she can then fill 
me up an epistle at her leisure, without any danger 
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of miscarrying. With best respects to Mrs. Balby, 
I remain, 

Dear Sir, 

Sincerely your's, 

J. BRAND. 
P.S. Pray tell my aunt that in about a fortnight's 
time I shall write to her. 



Northumberland House^ May 9tAj 1785. 

Dear Sir, 

I hope you will believe that neither idleness, nor in- 
attention to my good friends in the north, has occa- 
sioned my late seeming neglect of them ; I assure you 
I have been v^ry much hurried with business, which 
must plead my excuse till I have an opportunity of 
making my apology in person, which I trust I shall 
soon be able to do. . * * * I received 
the box, not filled, as you say, with linen, but con- 
taining some dry sermons. It held, too, the proof of 
Thornton's plate, which I have presented to the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries. It was highly commended as a 
curious piece of ancient art, to which you have done 
ample justice in your representation. Pray give my 
compliments to Mr. Saint, and tell him I would have 
certainly answered his last letter before now, could I 
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but have got die business settled between Mr. Turner 
and the engraver of his castle. The former is out of 
town at present ; on his return, I flatter myself, he 
will wait upon Mr. Fittler for that purpose. With 
my duty to my good aunt, please to tell her I hope to 
see her now in a very few weeks,' and desire that, in 
the mean time, she will keep herself easy and happy. 
I intend to bring down with me a few impressions of 
the general view of Newcastle, which I am sure will 
delight you much. The engraving is now nearly 
complete. I know not what present I can take in my 
hand, when I set my face northwards, to acknowledge 
the good offices of so trusty a friend as Mr. Beilby has 
shewn himself in my absence, and in the distress of , 
my perplexed relation, to whom every attention he 
has shewn has, I am persuaded, been of the greatest 
service. I am in good health and spirits, and hope 
this will find you and Mrs. Beilby in the same. Pray 
present my best respects to her, and believe me to be, 
with great regard. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very obliged, 
And most obedient humble servant, 

J. BRAND. 
P.S. * * * ♦ We are all mad after balloons. 
Little Blanchard, on his return from the continent, 
waited upon his Grace in a suit of sky blue^ with 
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buttons in tlie shape of ^/ars. He'wmJienintheiclamk^ 
His.cloatbs should have bew lined with sea green*-'-' 
I wish my Lord Duke would be so good as inytee. him 
this summer to Alnwick. He might take York and 
Newcastle in his way. Both places would probably 
pay him w^l for an exhibition). My complim^ts to 
all friends. I am sony I cannot get a frank; the D* 
is gone down for a day to Sion. I was much enter- 
tained with your account of the effect of a little present 
of his Grace's to a certain gentleman at Newcastle*— 
I have not been wanting in my endeavours to obtain 
two more for Mrs. B. and yoii : they have hitherto 
proved ineiTectual, but I still have hopes of success. — 
I flatter myself Mr. Trevielyan.has taken care oj^you. 
In what forwardness is the plan ? Adieu, an4 exciuse 
my hasty scrawl. 



Sion House J Mid^sex^ Aug. 14, 1786^ 

Dear Sir, 

The death of the late head of this illustdous fiunily 
must apologize for my long inattention to your last 
letter. I am much obliged to you for your kind con- 
gratulations on my continuing under the present in 
the same situation I had the honour to be in under 
the late Dake of Northumberland. You were so 
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good as to mention in a former letter, and I was very 
glad to hear, that the business was settled with Mr. 
Trevelyan. * * * * * At all events we must 
have a plan of Newcastle* I cannot learii what Mr. 
Saint is about. He has owed me a letter several 
months, but I excuse every inattention at present on 
account of his ill state of health, and desire you will 
make some allowainces on that score. I had heard 
before, and was not a little surprized at Mr. Moises' 
resignation, but as he has'been prevailed upon to con- 
tinue to hold the lectureship, should hope that there 
will be no necessity for the formality of re-electmg 
him. ♦ • • ♦ ♦ I will endeavour to find and 
send down Mr. Fisher's book ; pray give my compli- 
ments to him, and tell him I have never yet been able 
to procure a copy of Gardiner's Englands Grievances 
in the Coal Trade.* The moment I can find one, 
he may be assured I will secure it for him. The pa- 
pers informed me they had begun to pull down All 
Saints' church. You will make so many alterations, 
that I shall be apprehensive of losing myself the next 
time I have the pleasure of visiting my firiends at 

* The pubtic are indebted to Mesan. Akenhead and Sons for an 
elegant edition of this curious work, printed in 1796. It hai now 
become scarce. N. 

n 
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Newcastle. I beg my respecU U> Mrs. Beilby, and 
am, with very great regurd, 

Deat Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

J, BRAND. 
P.S. May I desire you to call as you go past and 
tell my aunt that I am well ? Last Monday, and not 
befbi*e, by favour of a letter from the honourable 
owner, I saw the famous villa and most valuable col- 
lection of pictures at Strawberry Hill. I think, if I 
remember right, you have been at that place. I hear 
we are soon to make a little excursion to the west, 
after which, I have reason to suppose, we shall set out 
for Stanwick, in Yorkshire, to remain there for a con- 
siderable time. 



Batkj Feb. S, 1786. 

Dear Sir, - 

I found the fiivour of your letter, inclosing fifty 
impressions of the book plate, on my return from tin 
excursion I have been making for a few days on His 
Grace's business to Oxford. I hope before thi3 can 
reach you, we shall have set out upon our joumqr to 
London. # * * * You say not a syllable of 
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the plan, which I hope is in great forwardness. I 
shall be happy to hear from you at all times. I de- 
sire to wish you joy on your brother's marriage, and, 
with my best respects to Mrs. Beilby, that you wi]] 
belifeve me, with great regard, 

Dear Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient humble servant, 

J. BRAND. 
P.S. Shall write to Mrs. Wheatley to p$iy you for 
the impressions. Pray ask Mr. Fisher, if «^ did not 
carry off with us a book of his without paying for it. 



Northumberland House^ Jair; llM, 1787. 

Dear Sir, 

This is the first morning I have been able to get to 
London since I received your favour. I took the 
earliest opportunity to search for, and am glad I have 
found a copy of Ridinger's works, which I beg your 
acceptance of, as a small token of my regard and 
esteem. I shall be glad to receive a coloured print of 
Thornton's monument. I have not been wanting in 
my exhortations to Mr. Saint, to let you go on without 
loss of time in engraving the plan of Newcastle. I 
sincerely hope my last letter will be more successful 
on this head than my former ones. I am much 
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obliged to you for a copy of the Vicar's Foundation 
Inscripdcm. # * ♦ j took the liberty of 
showing the new specimens of your partner Mr. 
Bewick's ingenuity to your new Lord Lieutenant,* who 
was much pleased with the tiger, but will neither allow 
the rein-kieer nor badger to be truly drawh.f I have 
not seen your brother of an age, but how should I ? 
having scarcely been ever a day in London since the 
death of die late Duke. It is great satisfaction to me 
that Mrs. Wheatley is so hearty and well as you 
represent her to be. I am sure she has every reason 
on my part to make herself easy and happy. I desire 
my best respects to Mrs. Beilby ; and with the com- 
pliments of the season to you both, am, with great 
regard, 

Dear Sir, , 

Your faithful, humble servant, 

J. BRAND. 
P.S. lam truly ashamed to say, that in all London 
I doubt my being able to keep my word with Mr. 
Fisher, by sending him a copy of Gardiner's History 
of Newcisistle. Pray give my compliments to him. — 
This will reach with Ridinger by the Newcastle coach. 

* The Iftte. Duk« of Northunobciriandi b nobleman as distinguished 
for reSnement of taste» as for elevation of rank. N. 

f Three wood cuts by Mr. Thonaas Be^vick, in the celebrated 
History of Quadrupeds. N. 



21 



r.*' 



No7ihumbe7'land House j June 2Sdj 1787. 

Dear Sir, 

I am truly ashamed of my long silence, but I hope 
you will attribute it to any other cause in the world 
than disrespect. Your's of the 1 1th inst, including 
the drawing and specimens, I received by the favour 
of Mr. Watson, and am much obliged to you for it. 
I have often observed the^ house in Low Friar Street,* 
but never thought it of so great consequence as Lord 
Mountstuart has done. I am glad you have at last 
received orders to proceed with the plan of Newcastle. 
I should think there will be occasion for no other in- 
scription than " A Plan of the town of Newcastle 
upon Tyne,** with the date of the year. I most cer- 
tainly wish for my part, that the History, which has 
beeu so long in collecting, were published, and that 
Mr. Saint's health may enable him to go through the 
arduous business of printing it. A joyfiil event^f 
which you will see in the .papers, has this morning 
taken place in this bouse,, and enables me with some 

* An dd stone house in Low Friar Street, ndth dolphins and che- 
rubs cut on the front A view of this building is preserved in the 
Hi8tor3r of Newcastle. The proprietor haa ktely removed the fine 
old windows, and, in moat wretdied taste, supplied their places with 
modem ones. Sijbrei bt tenit rideret HeradUuf. N. 

f The birth of the late Lord Henry Hotspur Percy. N. 
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degree of certainty to suppose the family will remove 
northwards in about a month's time. I am sorry to 
say that I have never had an opportunity of paying 
my respects to your brother, at Battersea, since we 
came to town, but hope to have the pleasure of seeing 
him there before we leave London. A Gazette Ex- 
traordinary was yesterday forged and circulated in 
this city, for no good purposes you may be sure. — 
To-day Mr. Bowes receives judgment. Lord George 
Gordon has left the kingdom. The sudden departure 
of the French Embassador causes a good deal of spe- 
culation. I should think it would not be quite safe at 
present to visit your friends in Holland. I beg you 
will present my best respects to Mrs. Beilby, and be- 
lieve me to be, with gi*eat truth, dear Sir, 

Your faithful humble servant, 

J. BRAND. 
P.S. I will take some more impressions of the Book 
Plate when I have the pleasure of seeing you at New- 
castle. London begins to be very empty. We have 
had, of late, some weather unconmionly cold for this 
season of the year. 

Alnwick Castle^ Feb. 4<M, 1788. 
Dear Sir, 
I am extremely concerned that the etiquette of this 
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place, which admits no applications whatever through 
persons who are about his Grace, effectually prevents 
me from being of any kind of service to you with re- 
gard to the proposals* you sent me, I beg, however, 
that you will put down my name for three copies; 
and I shall be happy, from my regard to you and 
your ingenious partner,f if, when the book is publish- 
ed, I can be of any use in recommending it. I re-> 
ceived your packet by the coach, and am much 
obliged to you for it. Prepare me, with the impression 
of the plan you are so good as to mention, some book 
tickets, and my account, against I have the pleasure 
of seeing you, which, if the Cruel gout does not pre- 
vent it, I hope will be shortly. I have not seen Sir 
Matthew's portrait. I am ever, dear Sir, 

Your's sincerely, 

J. BRAND. 
P.S. My best compliments to Mrs. Beilby. 

* Proposals for a general History of Quadrupeds. This &r-fained 
history issued from the press in 1790. The figures were drawn and 
engraven by Mr. Thomas Bewick. For the spirited description of 
the various animals, the public are indebted to the classical and scien- 
tific pen of Mr. Beilby. The first volume of the British Birds, with 
its elegant preface and introduction, was also written by that variously 
talented gentleman. These publications every where exhibit deep 
acquaintance with natural history, and have considerably elevated the 
literary character of ow northern metropolis. N. 

f Mr. Thomas Bewick, at that time in partnership with Mr. Beilby. 

N. 
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Northumberland Houses March 9Uhy 1 788. 

Dear Sir, 

As the History of Newcastle is now fairly gone to 
press, and as the ichnography will of course be first 
printed, I am extremely anxious to liave you finish 
the plan with all convenient expedition; and must beg 
that, in the mean time, you will favour me with the 
names of the new streets, lanes, Sec. and where they 
are situated, that I may be enabled to make proper 
mention of them. Mr. Saint has informed me that 
the workmen below you have lately struck upon the 
Roman Wall. As an old hunter upon that scent, I 
hope you would not fail to be present upon ihejlnding 
of such rare game, and that you will not think it too 
much trouble to give me a full account of the chase. 
I have desired Mr. Fisher will be so good as to send 
me up a few more of my books. Pray inclose in the 
parcel two or three of your proposals: I have spoken 
to Messrs. Egertons, and they may perhaps be of ser- 
vice to you in your History of Animals. * * * 

* If I can do you any good turn in London, I hope 
you will command me. I hope we shall be down very 
early in the summer. I beg my best compliments to 
Mrs. Beilby, and that you will believe me to be, with 
great regard, dear Sir, 

Your faithful, humble servant, 

J. BRAND. 



25 

P.S. I made Dr. Coombe very happy with the 
equestrian statue. I am a great deal in your debt — 
the four parcels of books arrived safe on Friday last. 
Excuse haste. Should not we have copies of all the 
titles or names of the several streets put up at the 
corners of each ? ? 



Abmick Castle^ July \5th, 1788. 

DEAft S1R9 

It is my painful province to search for truth through 
every winding and dark passage, and therefore I trou- 
bled you with my former remarks. I find that both 
in Mr. Beilby's and Mr. Bourne's plan there are the 
exits of seven chares into Butcher Bank. The first is 
"Dark Chare." — 2nd. "Grinding Chare." — 3rd. 
** Blew Anchor Chare." — 4?th. " Pepper Corn Chare." 
—5th. «« Palester's Chare."— 6th. « Colvin's Chare." 
—And the 7th, " Hornsby's Chare."— The exit of 
the 8th is into Dog Bank, and I have called it " Plum- 
nier Chare ;" so far all is cle^r and right. The others 
are — 9th. " Fenwick's Chare or Entry."— 10th. " The 
Park."— 11th. "Broad Garth." — 12th. <« Peacock 
Chare."— 13th. "Trinity Chare."— 14th, " Rewcas- 
tie Chare." — And the 15th, "Broad Chare."-— 
Whichsoever of these last you have omitted be so good 
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as to insert and all will be rights nor will the critics of 
aftertimes be able to find any disagreement between 
your burine and the pen of your faithful, humble ser- 
vant, J. BRAND. 

P.S. I had the honour of exhibiting specimens of 
all our engravings this morning to Lord Aylesford, 
who is a famous draftsman himself. His lordship was 
much pleased with the Exchange, and expressed his 
entire approbation of your plate of Roger Thornton's 
monument. Excuse this hasty scrawL The Tanfield 
Arch is a great curiosity indeed. I submit to your 
better judgment every thing concerning references. 



Jlfvmck Castle^ Aug. 8, 1788. 
Dear Sib, 

I am much obliged to you for your strictures on 
the names of the Chares on the Keyside, yet, on Mrs. 
Beilby's account, I am truly sorry that you have had 
occasion to visit those dark and suspicious lanes, and 
be thrown in the way of the very dangerous, though 
not very tempting, females that inhabit them. I can- 
not help, however, congratulating myself on the very 
narrow escape I have had, for I intended to have I 

examined them very early oi> the morning I was at 
Newcastle, when if I had been seen either going in or 
coming out of one of them, my character would have 
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been irretrievably gone.* The whole property in the 
History of Newcastle devolves by will to Dr. Fenwick, 
who has very kindly signified to me his wishes that it 
should be printed and published with all possible ex- 
peditioA. 

I shall beg to have the plate of the plan when you 
have finished it, and it shall go in the bottom of my 
great trunk to London, but first pray let me have a 
proof. In the blank scroll under the arms, I should 
like to haVe the following inscription : ' 

" Esto perpetua !" 
in capital letters. I hope you have not forgotten the 
Baths, for I refer to your plan in my printed account 
for a view of them. You must apply to Dr. Fenwick 
for payment. I am very glad to hear that Mr. Saint 
has so handsomely remeipbered Mr. Josiah Robinson, 
and it is matter of very high satisfaction to me that 
every thing relating to money matters was settled be- 
tween us before his death. About the latter end of 
this month I have some idea that I shall have the plea- 
sure of seeing you at Newcastle. 

I am ever, dear Sir, « 

Most sincerely yours, 

J. BRAND. 

* The character of those Chares has much altered since Brand's 
days. Most of the houses have heen turned into granaries or ware- 
rooms, and perhaps erery Chare, without exception, might he traversed 
from head to foot hy any person, without exciting one of the suspt- ' 
Cions the text so ^ayfvSfy descrihes. N. 
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P.S. I expect to see the new road by Gateshead 
church. Compliments to Mr. Fisher. 



Alnwick Castlej Atig. 15, 1788. 

Dear Sir, 

I am very much pleased with the impression of the 
new plan which I received yesterday, but when I sent 
you the inscription "esto perpetua," I did not" mean 
that you should leave out the motto of the Newcastle 
Arms, which is a sine qua ?ion, and will come in very 
well under the supporters and shield, where you told 
me you intended to place it. It will be an improve- 
ment also to put St« George's cross into the banner 
in the crest — I hope you mean to fill up the space 
between the old plan and the new, with the intended 
improvements in Gateshead which I mentioned to you. 
If you are under any difficulty, pray consult Mr. 
Town Clerk. I am surprised you have not called the 
new street " Dean Street," a name which it may be 
said to give itself. You have left out Cale Cross and 
White Cross,* which I should think ought by no 

* Dean Street is the name which was ultimately given to the street. 
The Dean upon which it was erected was emphatically the Kidron of 
the town. The formation of Dean Street, with the cross street. Motley 
Street, at its head, ranks among the most considerable of the modem 
improvements of the place. It is, however, to be regretted that Dean 
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means to be left out. I beg that Battle Bank may be 
called Bottle Bank. If possible, I would wish to have 
the pants marked, if no other ways, by references. — 
Why is the passage from Westgate to Bigg Market 
not carried quite through ? If you could engrave the 
following titles in their respective places, I flatter my- 
self the plan wpuld be still more useful : — " Keyside," 
« Skinner Burn," « Red Barns,'* « Keelmans' Hos- 
pital." You .may be sure that I have no small satis- 
faction in seeing your lanes in the Keyside answering 
to my list exactly in point of numbers. I hope you 
will not think me a hypercritic, being only desirous 
to have the plan as correct as possible. What you 
do, do quickly, and oblige me with another proof. 

I am ever yours most sincerely, 

J. BRAND. 

Street is a curve instead of a ttraight line. The Cale Cross stood at^ 
the junction of tJie Side and the Butchers* Bank, It was, a few years 
ago, taken down and removed to Blagdon, where it graces the northern 
entrance to the princely mansion of Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart. 
one of the members for Newcastle. The Whiie Cross stood in New- 
gate Streetf opposite the east end of Low Friar Chare, and it not only 
was an ornament to the town, but was especially useful by its clock to 
the neighbourhood. When the New Fleih Market was erected, this 
Cross was taken down and carried thither, where it was put up in ano^ 
ther form, and yet remams a memorial of the bad taste which doomed . 
its removal. N. 
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P.S. Would there be any impropriety in making 
the Head School blacker, like the other public 
buildings ? 



Alnwick Castle^ Aug. 28, 1788. 

Dear Sir, 

I received the plate of the plan with your letter this 
day, and after having begged pardon for all the trou- 
ble I have given you by my criticisms and corrections, 
desire to assure you that it now meets entirely my ap* 
probation, and I think it richly deserves the price you 
mention in a letter which I did not receive by the 
carrier till the week after I had your first impression. 
What the commissioners will say for your taking upon 
you to " baptise" I know not, but you have certainly 
given the new street in Gateshead a very proper name. 
I expect to be at Newcastle about Monday, to stay 
some time, but cannot think of your having the trou- 
ble to come up fi'om your watering-place on my poor 
account, though I should be very happy to see you, 
an4 return you thanks in person for all the trouble I 
have given you. I need not add I should have been 
very glad also to have seen your brother, whom, by 
the by, I hardly dare look in the face. When, how- 
ever, the yoke of " Newcastle,*' is taken off from my 
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shoulder, I hope I shall make amends for my seeming 
neglect to him and all my friends. 

I am ever most truly, 
' Dear Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient humble servant, 

J, BRAND. 
P.S. I wish you much amusement at Tynemouth. 
Excuse haste. 

Northumberland House^ Jan. 1, L789. 

Dear Sir, 

When your obliging letter arrived, I had given up 
every thought of the plate you mention, Mr. Edwards 
having informed Mr. Fittler, several weeks ago, that 
he believed the design was entirely laid aside : all I 
can say on the subject is, that if you can finish it be- 
fore the latter end of this month, either without or with 
the temporary bridge, (with Mr. Stephenson's arms 
underneath) and an inscription to the following pur- 
port, "To Mr. David Stephenson, Architect, this View 
of the old Font in the late Church of All Saints," [or, 
" this View of the late Temporary Bridge, at New- 
castle upon Tyne, with the old Font," &c.] engraved 
at his expense, is respectfully inscribed, by his obliged 
humble servant, J. Brand," and send it up to me with 
all expedition, by the mail, or some other coach, I 
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shall lake care to have impressions from it inserted in 
our history. With respect to the gold piece, there is 
nothing in it uncommon, and its having been found 
where it was discovered proves nothing more than that 
the coin of that reign was current at Newcastle, and 
that people there, in ancient times as at present, some- 
times lost their money. I shall, indeed, be very happy 
when the business you allude to is brought to a happy 
conclusion; but, after all my labours, I dare not flatter 
myself that it will be deserving of the public approba- 
tion. I sincerely wish the owner may find his advan- 
tage in it. I am sorry that in our hurry we were 
obliged to ha^e a few altars, &c. cut in wood in Lon- 
don, which, if we had had time, would have been 
better done by Mr. Bewick. The holidays have lost 
us a whole week, so that it cannot possibly be com- 
pleted before the end of this month. I desire to wish 
you and Mrs. Beilby every compliment of the season, 
being ever, with great regard, 

Yoiir faithful and obedient servant, 

J. BRAND. 
P.S. I take a very sincere part in the great national 
calamity which now h^ngs over us, butam no other- 
wise affected by it than every private subject of a truly 
good and most justly lamented sovereign ought to be.* 

* Mr. Bland alludes to the first alarming illness of King Geoige 
the Third. N. 
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Northumberland Home^ March 26, 1789. 

Dear Sir, 

I would have returned my best thanks to Mrs. 
Beilby and you immediately for your truly kind atten- 
tion to poor Mrs. Wheatley in her affliction, but your 
Ii^tter reached me just as I^was going to Somerset 
House to a council convened for the purpose of ad- 
dressing his Majesty, so that I could not possibly 
a^swer it by return of post. I have often cautioned 
my aunt against going out, even to church, in very 
inclement weather, as it is certainly very improper at 
her time of life. As her disorder has taken the turn 
you mention, I shall hope- that she will soon recover, 
though in all probability her leg will confine her to 
the house for some time. It is very well that Mr. 
Leighton^ attends her, for I have a great opinicm of 
his ability in his profession, and am persuaded that he 
will do every thing for her that lies in his power. In 
the mean time, I shall consider myself under great 

* The kte Mr. Leighton, fiither of ThomaB Leighton, Esq. of New- 
castle. This getitleman was not more distmguisbed for skill in his 
profession, than for piety, uprightness, and simplicity of character.— 
He lived respected and beloved by his very numerous patients and 
acquwntance, and there are some of them yet living whom the writer 
c^this note has oftentimes heard speak of his death with the deepest 
regret N. 

F 
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obligations to your spouse and you, if you will be so 
good as to call upon h^, as often as you conveniently 
can, being certain Aat such attention will be a great 
comfort to her. * • * « Several days ago, I 
corrected the last sheet (Deo Oratias !} of Newcasde. 
The printer said he would write to the proprietor for 
directions concerning the mode of sending down the 
remaining sheets. The Bishop of Carlisle tells me 
that my good friend Mr. Moises preached before him, 
last summer, one of the best sermons he ever heard. 
I desire my respects to Mrs. Beilby, and am, with 
most sincere regard, 

Dear Sir, 
Your faithful humble servant, 

J. BRAND. 
P.S. I shall be happy to hear from you whenever 
you have leisure to favour me with a line. A thousand 
thanks for your article of wedding intelligence. I 
congratulate you on your purchase. 



FINIS. 
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